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ENVELOPE MESSAGE 


BEYOND THE BOUNDS 
Beyond the bounds of the Church,—that fellowship to which Christ has come 


first in our day,—there are still other humans, equally in need of His words, and 
equally capable of believing in Him. 

It is the duty of the Board of American Missions and its missionaries to seek 

out these other humans today and to bring Christ to them. In so doing the Amer- 

- ican Missions enterprise is your representative and depends upon your support. 
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REDEDICATED 


Emanuel Church, Lawrenceburg, Indiana, 
Repairs Flood Damage 


On SEPTUAGESIMA SunpAy, February 13, 
Emanuel congregation, Lawrenceburg, 
Ind., rededicated its church building with 
impressive services of joy and thanksgiv- 
ing. The morning service marked the re- 
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EMANUEL CHURCH TODAY 


turn of the congregation to its church 
home for the first time since the disastrous 
Ohio River flood of more than a year ago. 

The Order for the Rededication of a 
Church was conducted by the Rev. John 
A. Pettit, pastor of the congregation, as- 
sisted by H. E. Turney, D.D., president 
of the Indiana Synod. The sermon was 
preached by C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Inner Mission 
Board of the U. L. C. A. The vested choir, 
with Miss Louzetta Poellman, organist, 
sang appropriate music. A splendid con- 
gregation assembled to worship in the re- 
stored and rehabilitated church. 


In the afternoon, a Service of Inspira- 
tion was held, at which time the service 
was conducted by the pastor, assisted by 
the Rev. August Miller of Napoleon, Ind. 
Dr. Turney brought the greetings of the 
Indiana Synod, and the sermon was de- 
livered by Rees Edgar Tulloss, D.D., Ph.D., 
president of Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, Ohio. 


The Vesper Service was conducted by 
Pastor Pettit, assisted by the Rev. Howard 
I. Pospesel of Dayton, Ohio, and the Rev. 
Virgil L. Yohe of Middletown, Ind., for- 
mer pastors of the church. The Rev. W. E. 
Bradley, also a former pastor, preached 
the sermon at this Service of Meditation. 

Emanuel Church was organized August 
28, 1866, under the name of German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Emanuel Church. The 
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cornerstone of the present building was 
laid July 14, 1867, and the church was 
dedicated August 22, 1869. For many years 
the congregation continued a prosperous 
existence as an independent Lutheran 
Church. In 1921, the congregation, having 
suffered financial difficulties through the 
loss of membership, and the work having 
become increasingly difficult,—the church 
sought the aid of the 
United Lutheran Church 
in America, and became 
affiliated with the In- 
diana Synod as a mis- 
sion congregation. It 
entered upon a new life 
of usefulness, and in 
1933 became  self-sup- 
porting once more. A 
parsonage had been 
erected in 1928, and a 
number of improvements 
made in the physical 
equipment of the church. 
The congregation had 
passed a critical period 
in its history, and was 
fortunate in possessing 
adequate properties and equipment for its 
work. A spirit of hopefulness and devotion 
characterized the life of the congregation, 
which promised a continued success in the 
years ahead. 

Suddenly and unexpectedly, on January 
21, 1937, the community of Lawrenceburg 
was visited by the most disastrous flood 
in the history of the Ohio River Valley. 
Overnight the accumulated gains of many 
years were wiped out. Flood waters stood 
ten feet deep on the main floor of the 
church, and reached well into the second 
story of the parsonage. Both buildings 
were severely damaged, and the contents 
completely destroyed. It was a devastating 
blow to the congregation, for the great 
majority of the members had suffered the 
complete loss of their homes and worldly 
possessions in the disaster. 


The U. L. C. A. Responded 


In this time of loss and discouragement, 
the congregation realized in a very con- 
crete way the true meaning of Christian 
brotherhood and love throughout the 
household of faith. The United Lutheran 
Church in America, mindful of her dis- 
tressed children, sent out a call for relief 
funds to help meet the rehabilitation needs 
of those who were suffering as a result 
of the catastrophe. The entire member- 


ship of the Church responded to the call, 

and hurried to the aid of a harassed and 

stricken people. Large quantities of much- 
(Continued on page 21) 
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THE LUTHERAN ASSOCIA- 
TION OF AMERICA 


Report of First Convention, by Executive 
Secretary W. P. Christy, D.D. 


THE HOME MISSION BOARDS of five Lu- 
theran bodies in joint session in Minne- 
apolis, December 2, 1936, passed a resolu-' 


-tion authorizing a movement to conduct 


unofficial conferences to consider the dif-_ 
ficult problems that arise on territory oc-| 
cupied in common. The committee that! 
was appointed called a meeting, after care- 
ful planning, on November 8, 1937, at which 
time the Lutheran Association of America 
was formed. | 
The announcement of this movement 
was received with enthusiasm by hundreds 
near and far. To further its purposes a 
convention was held in Minneapolis, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1938. Action taken by the con-. 
vention included the adoption of “Articles 
of Agreement” which define the nature, 
purpose and scope of the movement. The! 
general purpose as stated is “to further 
mutual understanding, recognition and co- 
operation among the Lutherans of ves 
j 
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ica”; specifically “to provide a forum where 
Lutherans, regardless of synodical affilia- 
tions, may meet on common ground at 
regular intervals to consider matters of 
mutual interest; in particular the mission 
and responsibility of the entire Lutheran 
Church in America; to enable Lutherans 
to formulate free and unofficial opinions 
on the problems and interests of their 
church; and to express to the whole church 
in publications the results of the delibera- 
tions conducted by the association.” 

The association is formed on the plan of 
the United States of America, with state 
associations within states, and with local 
associations where desired. It is also pro- 
vided that nothing of a legislative nature 
shall engage the interest of the associa- 
tion, and that due regard for the organized 
church and for the prerogatives of synods 
shall be maintained. 

The officers elected are: President, Dr. 
L. W. Boe, president of St. Olaf College, 
Northfield; vice-president, the Rev. Clif- 
ford A. Nelson, pastor of Gloria Dei 
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Officers of 
The United Lutheran Church 
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KALEIDOSCOPIC is 
the term for that 
first chapter of 
Mark. The person 
and message and 
course of John the 
Baptist are packed 
into a few verses. 
Immediately Jesus 
is on the scene, bap- 
tized, tempted and 
proved. Then He has 
a following. In- 
stantly He is teach- 
ing and healing. Like a storm His words and deeds travel. 
“The multitudes press upon Him. He must seek quiet in 
isolation. The mighty movement of Jesus has begun. 
| What a fire and urgency there must have been in Jesus 
‘when His hour finally arrived! What limitless energy and 
_ compelling force must have been stored in Him! The 

» «reat forces reach out with irresistible attraction and men 
| surrender to Him. Tools are laid aside, home duties for- 
A gotten, workshops are silent. They must hear Jesus. Late 

‘into the night He serves. He drives Himself. He com- 
“municates something of that urgency to His disciples. Paul, 
«too, received his portion and then drove himself polemic 
\}Mark conveys the spirit of urgency in his very style of 
waecount of Jesus’ activity. We, also, feel it throbbing in the 
“record and stirring us as we try to feel the vital person 
*behind these words, “Let us go into the next towns, that 
‘I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.” 

Urgency, compulsion, fire, fervor—who feels them deeply 
‘today? How content, how indifferent, how tolerant, how 
‘smug we are. We are confessing Christians, we are church 
| members, we are respectable citizens—what more can be 
asked? We can be thus phlegmatic even with the word of 
life on our lips and in our keeping, while millions ignorantly 
i dead in sin and unbelief. Jesus saw and understood 
t 
| 


the need. Jesus had the Word and gift of life. How could 
He rest? On to the next town, and the next and the next. 
How shall we ever justify our sluggishness in view of the 
p multitudes of unbelieving and unchurched in our cities and 
mountains and valleys? Nobody can imagine Jesus content 
to be snugly situated in an opulent parish and quietly 
perusing in an upholstered study; or pleased with Himself 
' as a solid citizen with no vision beyond His curbline. Jesus 
would be relentlessly pushing into new hearts, homes, 
streets, towns and states. Only the uttermost parts of the 
' world and the last generation could quench His fire or 
urgency. The church, our Lutheran Church, must catch 
His feeling of compulsion and preach as it has never 
_ preached before, here, there and everywhere. 
Reading, Pa. HERMANN F, Mriter, D.D. 


“Tam with you alway.” Matt. 28: 20. 


IF I BELIEVED these words, all my spiritual confusion would 
be ended. No sermon can be more helpful, no creed more 
valuable than this simple assurance. Faith has written its 
testimony into the Shepherd Song. “Though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for thou 
| art with me”—and it is easy to understand, that in the pres- 
ence of the King of Terrors we can have no better com- 
panion than the Prince of Peace. But our religion is more 
than a death-bed scene. It is a daily life, full of doubts and 


= 
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AND JESUS SAID—— 


“Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for 
therefore came I forth.’ Mark 1: 38. 


fears and trials and sorrows. While the human heart is 
defiant at times and seems to be “master of its fate,” it is 
soon broken and crushed. It swings like a pendulum be- 
tween arrogance and desolation. A great thinker has given 
expression to this thought in the well-known lines: 


“T was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead Thou me on;.. .” 


A man who lost his faith, cried out, “The Great Com- 
panion is dead.” This means the depth of loneliness, of 
despair. Even a skeptic like Heine returns to this confes- 
sion after years of roaming through the barren fields of 
doubt. “The divine homesickness took possession of me and 
I am looking for the Father’s house like the Prodigal Son, 
away from home.” 

When we are in sorrow, we see Jesus in Gethsemane, 
Who drank the cup of suffering with a vision of Easter 
morning. When we are in doubt, we see Him Who faced 
His enemies with the challenging question, “Who among you 
convicteth me of one sin?” This noble figure cannot deceive. 
When we feel crushed under our unworthiness, we see the 
dying Saviour blessing the thief on the cross. When we 
cross the abyss of death and come into the presence of the 
Living God, we are led to Him by the friendly hand of our 
Great Brother. In every trial He is our support, in every 
night He is the true light. He helps us through our tempta- 
tions, binds our wounds and builds the bridge that leads 
us back to the Father. This is Christianity, a little journey 
through life, hand in hand with the Master. 

Kansas City, Mo. ANDREAS Barp, D.D. 


“I am the way, the truth, and the life.’ John 
14: 6. 


IT WAS THE NIGHT of the Holy Supper and of that divinely 
unique farewell. How tense the atmosphere! Thomas wants 
to follow his Lord; but how shall he, not knowing whither 
He is going nor the way! Poor Thomas! What a slow pupil 
he must have been! Yet not slower nor more stupid than 
multitudes at the present time, who in act, if not in word, 
are saying: We know neither whither we are going nor 
how to get there. Men and women everywhere are baffled 
by their perplexities. Advice is sought everywhere except 
with Jesus. Thomas at least goes to Jesus with his question. 

With inexpressible tenderness the Lord directs the atten- 
tion of Thomas to Himself as He says in effect: I am all you 
need, Thomas. I am the answer to all your questions. “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life.” You want to know the 
way to the heavenly Father and to the Father’s house: well, 
I am the way; you would know what is the truth about 
the present situation, and about the Father’s plan regarding 
you and me: look at me, Thomas, I am the truth that you 
seek; death troubles you, the most dreadful shadow it has 
ever cast is now hanging over you and you say you can see 
no escape from it: Thomas! Thomas! do you not yet know 
me? Have you forgotten the daughter of Jairus? The widow’s 
son? Lazarus of Bethany? Look at me again. I am the 
Life—the Life that you seek and that the whole world needs. 

The Christian religion, which the Christian Church at this 
very moment of bewilderment and crisis is offering to 
human souls, is no doubtful philosophy, nor baffling mys- 
tery, nor impossible code of conduct: it is the religion of a 
person—the divine-human Person. Stanley Jones says, “The 
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Gospel lies in the person of Jesus; He is Himself the Good 
News.” Christianity is not the religion of a Buddha, or a 
Confucius, or a Mohammed, who has passed across the stage 
of history and then died: it is the religion of the unique 
Victor over death and all death’s associated evils. It is the 
religion of Him Who said: “I am the Resurrection and the 
Life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die.” 

It is enough! Jesus is the way to life, the truth about life, 
the life itself. He solves all the problems of this life be- 
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cause He understands them and has made provision for their 


removal. His gospel is the gospel of forgiveness of sin, and > 


of life and salvation. Through His atoning sacrifice the door 
to the Father’s house has been opened: He is that door. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved” 
is true because of Bethlehem, of the Jordan, of Calvary; it 
is true because of the empty tomb and the majesty of the 
heavenly throne. “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” Amen. 
Saskatoon, Canada. N. WIiutson. 


ARTHUR P. BLACK SEES OPPORTUNITY 


In a Talk to Churchmen the Secretary of the Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship 
Shows Opened Door for Church’s Influence 


More AND MORE as the years go by Lent be- 
comes the peak season in our Lutheran Church 
Year. The Epistle Lesson for Ash Wednesday 
(Joel 2: 12-19) reminds us to “rend our hearts” 
rather than our “garments,” and to “turn unto 
the Lord our God.” That means Lent for all His 
true followers is a special time for self-exam- 
ination, self-confession, self-consecration, and 
self-dedication. The Gradual will help us along 
these four lines: “O Lord, deal not with us after 
our sins; nor reward us according to our in- 
iquities: help us, O God of our salvation; for the 
glory of Thy Name.” Moreover, the Gospel Les- 
son warns us not to be “of a sad countenance, 
but to look that we “appear not unto men to 
fast, but unto our Father.” We sometimes for- 
get that the religion of Jesus Christ is the religion of joy 
and happiness and good cheer. 

I have long felt that perhaps the major reason why there 
is usually a “let down” in church activities on the part of 
so many, following the climax of the Lenten Season in our 
wonderful Easter services, is because there is too much of 
the “depression complex” in our observance of Lent. The 
proper observance of Lent does not leave us “all tired out,” 
and feeling the need of a rest. On the contrary, it leaves us 
buoyed up, fired with a new zeal, and filled with the urge 
that will not be denied—to increase our activities in king- 
dom-building. This is exactly what happens when we “rend 
our hearts,” and “turn unto the Lord our God,’ according 
to His directions. Our Saviour’s resurrection that first 
Easter morn was not the signal for His disciples to “slow 
down.” It was the signal for them to “speed up” in their 
efforts to carry out His Great Commission to evangelize the 
world. So, if the end of the approaching Lenten Season does 
not mark the beginning of greater Christian activities on our 
part, we may be sure there is something wrong with us. 
In his sermon on “Lent” in Volume 1, “Epistle Messages,” 
Dr. Oscar Blackwelder lists these six keys for the Lenten 
Season: Repentance, Forgiveness, Bible Study, Prayer, Con- 
secration, Self-denial. Surely increased emphasis on these 
in our devotional meditations, reflections, and thinking, will 
not only enrich our spiritual lives, but result in a keener 
appreciation of our Lord’s program. What is His program, 
as given in the Scriptures? Matthew answers that question 
for us twice in verses that read almost alike, and in mean- 
ing are exactly alike: “And Jesus went about in all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of diseases, and all manner 
of sickness, among the people.” (4: 23; 9:35.) Teaching, 
preaching, healing—that was, is, and ever will be His pro- 
gram; therefore must be the program of His Church. We 
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sometimes forget that His program is man- 
datory, not optional. To the extent we make 
His program our program our Church moves 
forward; to the extent we depend upon our own 
man-made programs we fail. Our chief trouble 
in church work is rooted in our dependence on 
man-made programs. A truer observance of 
Lent will solve that trouble by leading us to 
place our dependence in Christ-made programs. 


Now is the Time 
I have a feeling that the Lenten Season of 
1938 will be more productive of good than any 


previous Lenten Season in the history of our 
U. L. C. A. This for several reasons: 


1. The Promotional Plan inaugurated by the 
Columbus Convention and put in operation during 1937 has 
already resulted in a finer spirit of co-operation throughout 
the Church than we have enjoyed at any time since the 


merger. My personal conviction is that the Promotional Plan © 


is the greatest thing that has ever happened to our Church 
and marks an epoch in the promotion of evangelistic, mis- 
sionary, and stewardship programs. Favorable results, both 
tangible and intangible, are already in evidence. The 260 
Group Meetings last Fall in thirty-two of our thirty-four 
synods; the presentation of the whole program of the whole 
Church to annual meetings of synods by members of the 
Executive Board of our U. L. C. A.; the fine co-operative 
work during 1937 by the Committee of Executive Secre- 
taries, under Paragraph No. 2 of the Promotional Plan; the 
splendid publicity given the work of the Church by THE 


LUTHERAN and other of our U. L. C. A. publications, syn-. 


odical bulletins and congregational bulletins; and the Anni- 
versary Appeal sponsored by our Board of American Mis- 
sions, under the authority given it by the Columbus Con- 
vention; have blazed new ace cee our horizons— 
and fired us with a new zeal. 


2. The National Preaching Mission. While this is an 
interdenominational movement some of the most effective 
work accomplished by it must be credited to Lutheran pas- 
tors. That our U. L. C. A. has caught the spirit of the 
National Preaching Mission is evidenced by the fact that 


we are having a Lutheran Preaching Mission in connection 


with the promotion of our Anniversary Appeal. 


3. THe Lurueran under date of February 16 carried a 
report of the January meeting of the Protestant Ministerial 
Union of Washington, D. C. The president of that inter- 
denominational group is Dr. Oscar F. Blackwelder, pastor of 
Lutheran Reformation Church. Two hundred fifty ministers 
attended the meeting which was addressed by Hon. Daniel 


| March 9, 1938 


) 

G. Roper, Secretary of Commerce, and Dr. Ralph H. Sock- 
‘man, pastor of one of the largest Methodist congregations in 
New York City. Steps were taken at that meeting to secure 
“co-operative action on a national scale that will have for its 
objective the revival and re-invigoration of those Christian 
virtues that undergird our national institutions.” In his ad- 
dress Secretary Roper declared: “The hour has struck for 
every pulpit, every moral, educational, and religious unit, 
to call upon every believer for rededication to the service of 
God and country. .. . The future of our democracy and the 
_ future welfare of all our people await constructive response 
- to that challenge!” .. . “Our liberty-loving age does not like 
to be told what to do,” said Dr. Sockman, “‘yet the Apostle 
Paul said that ‘It was God’s good pleasure through the fool- 
, ishness of preaching to save them that believe.’” He also 
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‘\said: “The pastor-preacher is the only preacher of tomor- 


row who will influence people more through personal con- 
tact than from the pulpit alone.” 


The President’s Confession 


Following the meeting the 250 ministers were received by 
President Roosevelt in the White House. In the course of 
- his remarks introducing the group to the President, Dr. 
') Blackwelder reminded him that in his address before the 
Federal Council of Churches in 1934 he declared: “No 
_ greater thing could come to our land today than a revival 
_ of the spirit of religion—a revival that would sweep through 
' the homes of the nation and stir the hearts of men and 
women of all faiths to a reassertion of their belief in God, 
‘and their dedication to His will for themselves and for the 
’ world. I doubt if there is any problem—social, political, or 
' economic—that would not melt away before the fire of such 

a spiritual awakening.” 
The President’s reply, published in full in THE LUTHERAN, 
merits a careful reading. The confession he made is espe- 
- cially significant, and reads: “I did not realize until the last 
few years how much influence America has in the world. 
I did not really, deep down in my heart, believe very much in 
church missions in other lands. Today I do. I have seen 
what the American church missions have accomplished in 
- many countries, not only on the religious side, but on the 
side of health and of education. After all, the three of them 
tie in very definitely together. We call what we have been 
doing ‘human security’ and ‘social justice. In the last 
- analysis all those terms can be described by one word, and 
| that word is ‘Christianity.’ ” 

Who can estimate the good that will result, both to the 
church and to the government, if the sponsors of this meet- 
ing in our National Capital are successful in their efforts to 
build-up a nation-wide movement along spiritual and edu- 
cational lines on a real co-operative basis? 


Ecumenical Possibilities 


4. In an interview given to a Columbia, S. C., newspaper, 
February 3, the president of our United Lutheran Church, 
Dr. Frederick H. Knubel, referring to the meeting of dele- 
gates representing sixty religious denominations, which will 
be held in Amsterdam this coming May, and which he will 
attend as the official representative of the Lutheran Church, 
said: “The most vitally important world movement from a 
religious standpoint going on now is, to my mind, the plans 
being made to establish a world council of churches.” In 
that interview Doctor Knubel called upon the Church to 
wage a determined fight against the rise of “materialistic 
Communism and nationalistic Fascism” through the preach- 
ing of a “positive gospel”; approved present-day tendencies, 
within the various denominations, to unite; and declared 
that the home is fundamental in our civilization, and when 
it falls civilization disintegrates. “There is no safety for the 
state or the church,” he declared, “apart from the home.” 
Speaking for the Lutheran Church as a whole, he concluded: 
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“We understand our country because we have been with her 
from the beginning, and we are working for the good of all 
America.” 

I don’t know whether you will share my feeling that the 
Promotional Plan and Anniversary Appeal sponsored by 
our own U. L. C. A., the National Preaching Mission and 
the Washington Ministers’ Association program sponsored 
by interdenominational leadership, and the movement to- 
ward a World Council of Churches sponsored by inter- 
national leadership, should be tied up definitely with our 
observance of Lent. However that may be, I am sure you 
will share my feeling that we are living in a desperately 
sick world—in which anything may happen, any day—and 
that it is at least an open question whether or not we are 
destined to be plunged into another world war. We know 
what is happening to the organized Christian Church in 
Russia, in Germany, in Italy, in Mexico, and in Spain, and 
if it is not to experience the same fate in the United States 
laymen as well as pastors everywhere must wake up— 
shake off their indifference, apathy, and stupid do-nothing 
policy—and unite with the fighting forces of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ in an active, co-operative Christian 
effort to convert the world to His program. To that end it 
behooves each and every one of us to support, loyally, our 
leaders, denominational and interdenominational, along the 
five lines indicated. If the present Lenten Season does not 
awaken us and stir us to action as never before, our sincerity 
both as Christians and Lutherans may well be questioned. 
Certainly a proper appraisal of the planning of the past 
years, and the confidence in divine grace which our faith 
will justify, should inspire us to action. 


THE ESSENTIALS IN A SERMON 


By A. Hearer 


Tue writer hears many other men preach. He is always 
edified when certain “essentials” are presented, even if 
thought is not profound, or language is not elegant, or de- 
livery is not magnetic. He is never edified, however well 
entertained, where the essentials are lacking, even if thought 
is brilliant, language beautiful and delivery faultless. 

Where dissertations on “subjects” are offered as sermons 
he is left cold and disappointed, even if God is commended 
but is not introduced. 

The three essentials he looks for in what may properly be 
called a sermon are: 1. The proclamation of God; 2. the 
exposition of the proclamation; and 3. the application of the 
proclamation to his life. He expects the proclamation to be 
a real presentation of God, not just something about Him,— 
a presentation of God’s thought, or feeling, or will, or action. 
He expects to have his consciousness of God’s presence 
quickened and his soul stirred to greater trust, love, grat- 
itude and purpose to glorify God. He expects that procla- 
mation to help him definitely in his worship, as well as to 
strengthen him for his daily life. 

He expects the exposition of the proclamation to be an 
interpretation of a real divine revelation, and not an occa- 
sion for a general review of “current” thought, for which 
the proclamation is a mere starting point. 

He expects the application to help him in his life, to touch 
his conscience, to draw him nearer to God, to. enlighten his 
understanding, to confirm his faith, to give him courage, to 
help him personally to receive the grace offered in every 
true proclamation of God. It is here that testimony counts. 
Here, if ever, the preacher is a witness. If true in proclama- 
tion and exposition, God uses the zeal of His herald to warm 
the hearts of hearers and the sincerity of the witness to 
convict them and to assure them. 

There can be no true proclamation of God of which Christ 
the Saviour is not the center. 
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Most oF our information on the lives and faith of the 
early Christians comes from the Acts of the Apostles and 
from the epistles of the New Testament; most of our infor- 
mation for the next two centuries comes from Christian 
writers. Christians ought to be somewhat different from 
other people; and we should be glad to know what their 
contemporary pagans thought of them in the first and sec- 
ond centuries. For these early centuries there is very little 
material; the Christians are just another sect, unworthy of 
notice, or they are included with the Jews. By the middle 
of the third century the Christians are very strong; and 
early in the next century Christianity is accepted by Con- 
stantine. 

The pagan writers who are concerned with the Christians 
in the first and second centuries are Tacitus and Pliny among 
the Romans, and Lucian among the Greeks. Suetonius has 
almost nothing. Tacitus says something about them in con- 
nection with Nero and the burning of Rome; Pliny writes 
to the Emperor Trajan about 103 concerning the treatment 
of these people; and Lucian, the Greek satirist, writing in 
the second century, has some very interesting comments on 
them and their way of life. All these passages are full of 
interest. 

Tacitus, the Roman historian, in his Annals, after telling 
us a good deal about the fire at Rome, speaks as follows (as 
translated in Bohn’s Classical Library): “But not all the 
relief that could come from man, not all the bounties that 
the prince could bestow, nor all the atonements which could 
be presented to the gods, availed to relieve Nero from the 
infamy of being believed to have ordered the conflagration. 
Hence, to suppress the rumor, he falsely charged with the 
guilt, and punished with the most exquisite tortures, the 
persons commonly called Christians, who were hated for 
their enormities. Christus, the founder of that name, was 
put to death as a criminal by Pontius Pilate, procurator of 
Judea, in the reign of Tiberius: but the pernicious super- 
stition, repressed for a time, broke out again, not only 
through Judea, where the mischief originated, but through 
the city of Rome also, whither all things horrible and dis- 
graceful flow, from all quarters, as to a common receptacle, 
and where they are encouraged. Accordingly, first those 
were seized who confessed they were Christians: next, on 
their information, a vast multitude were convicted, not so 
much on the charge of burning the city, as of hating the 
human race. And in their deaths they were also made the 
subjects of sport, for they were covered with the hides of 
wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs, or nailed to 
crosses, or set fire to, and when day declined, burnt to serve 
for nocturnal lights. Nero offered his own gardens for that 
spectacle, and exhibited a Circensian game, indiscriminately 
mingling with the common people in the habit of a chari- 
oteer, or else standing in his chariot. Whence a feeling of 
compassion arose towards the sufferers, though guilty and 
deserving to be made examples of by capital punishment, 


> LDr: Horn. is distinguished among American scholars by his investiga- 
tions of ancient manuscripts. He has made a collection of papyri. 
Dr. Horn writes concerning the late Dr. Deissmann: 
In the passing of Dr. Adolf Deissmann, the study of the Greek New 
Testament and Greek Papyrology has suffered a serious loss. I, as well as 
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Writers and Writing 


because they seemed not to be cut off for the public good, 
but victims to the ferocity of one man.” 

Pliny, who was the governor of a Roman province in the. 
early years of the second century, had already punished! 
some Christians; more cases were coming to him. In his 
uncertainty he wrote to the Emperor Trajan for advice. | 
Pliny was evidently afraid, as were the higher officials, of | 
secret assemblies; and he prohibited these. He speaks of | 
Christianity as an absurd and extravagant superstition; he. 
notes that it is spreading and thinks it may still be checked. 
But he has this to say of these people: “They declared that 
this was the sum of their crime or error, that they were 
accustomed on a fixed day to meet before dawn and to say | 
a prayer to Christ as god, and to bind themselves by an. 
oath not for some crime, but not to commit theft or robbery | 
or adultery, not to break their faith, not to deny a trust 
when called upon. When they had done these things, it was | 
their custom to depart and later to reassemble to take a gen- 
eral and harmless meal; this they had ceased to do after my | 
edict, in which, according to your commands, I had forbidden 
any assemblies.” 

Trajan, who is a mild and reasonable emperor, a very 
gifted man and good administrator, replies as follows: “My 
dear Secundus (Pliny), you have followed the course you | 
ought in dealing with the cases of those who were brought | 
before you as Christians. Indeed no general rule can be | 
made which will hold in every case. They are not to be 
sought out; if they are reported and the charge is proved, 
they must be punished; with this understanding however, © 
that he who denies that he is a Christian and gives sufficient 
evidence of this, that is by invoking our gods, should obtain 
pardon, even though he was suspected formerly. Anony- 
mous charges ought to have no standing in any case; for 
it is a very bad precedent and not in the spirit of our age.” 


ST. PAUL’S METHOD OF WRITING 


The letters of St. Paul were written by an amanuensis, 
who took the letters from dictation as a modern typist does. 
The salutation at the end of the letter is in St. Paul’s own 
hand, as he says in Colossians: “The salutation of me, Paul, 
with my own hand. Remember my bonds. Grace be with 
you.” At the end of the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 
we find: “The salutation of me, Paul, with my own hand, 
which is the token in every epistle; so I write. The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” At the end of 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians again we have: “The 
salutation of me, Paul, with my own hand,” and several lines 
are added after this. 

All of this is in accordance with the general practice in 
letters of the time. The autograph conclusion was accepted 
as the proof of the authenticity of the letter, according to 
general procedure in antiquity. Many of the letters which 
are preserved for us show one style of writing in the body 
of the letter, and the salutation at the end in another and a 
different hand. Some people couldn’t write at all, and at 
the end of some letters we have a statement like this: i, So 
and So, wrote this for So and So, who does not know his | 
letters. One letter closes thus: “Eumelus, son of Hermas, — 
wrote for him, being asked to do so because he writes rather 
slowly.” 

However, St. Paul could write; but he seems to have 
written in a large and perhaps clumsy hand. Was this be- 
cause of bad eyesight? Many have thought so. We have a 
most interesting passage at the end of the letter to the Gala- 
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‘tians: “See with ‘how large letters I have written unto you 
with my own hand.” We believe that what follows this to 
‘the end of the letter was written by the very hand of St. 
‘Paul; this is a very reasonable conclusion in view of what 
has been said above. The reasonable inference from what 
St. Paul says at the end of some letters is that he wrote an 
autograph conclusion to all; in most cases this was very 
brief; but in this letter to the Galatians he wrote in his own 
hand a longer conclusion than usual. In this very earnest 
and important letter St. Paul emphasizes his interest in his 
correspondents and their problems by writing the end of a 
letter personally. This epistle is the more interesting since 
it contains this paragraph written in St. Paul’s own hand. 


NOTES ON THE COLLECT 


Invocavit—The First Sunday in Lent 
| 
; 


By Paul Zeller Strodach 


O LORD, mercifully hear our prayer, and stretch forth the right 

hand of Thy Majesty to defend us from them that rise up against 

us; through... 
_. THERE IS, ONE THING absolutely certain about the use of 
the Little Prayers, this: whoever prays them genuinely, with 
_ pure devotion, must be both a professor and practicer of 
_ “old-fashioned” religion. It is salutary to have their Breath 
_ breathe upon us these so-called “modern” days; for all the 
- while these Collects pray, they also teach: teach much that 
»\ should be remembered (but is not!) and reaffirmed and held 
- most dear (but is indifferently cast aside!). 

Let us see what this Collect teaches; but never forget that 
it always is praying. 

The first thing: God hears prayer. That, of course, we 
know; but do we always genuinely practice, use, that which 
we say we know? Here it is used; it is the door, and at the 
same time the spirit that moves the entering through the 
door! But more: God hears mercifully: that is, His whole 
inclination toward us is tender and willing. He is really 
anxious to hear us pray to Him! To that is added readiness 

- to answer; else why would one pray? Pray to be answered? 
Certainly; that is the confidence of a heart of faith and 
trust. For then prayer is the communion of child with 
Father, of heart with Heart, of life with Life. 

The second thing: The Majesty of God. It is good and 
blessed to know the One to Whom one is going, to Whom 
one in a moment will open one’s heart and speak. It is good 
and blessed to know He is my Father through Jesus, my 
Lord and Elder Brother; that He is Love, and welcomes all 
who truly and humbly come to Him. BUT it is also good 
and blessed to know that There is supremest Majesty, purest 
Glory, perfect Purity and Holiness, unsearchable Wisdom, 
incomprehensible Power and Might; for we need to be deeply 
moved with awe and godly fear, and comprehend our little- 
ness and unworthiness, even while we know welcome awaits 
the one who comes into His Presence in humbleness of 
heart and holiness of spirit . . . through Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord! It is good and blessed to know that This Majesty and 
Power is His, Whom I may call Father, to Whose Heart I 
may present my plea; for His Right Hand holds me and 
His Power protects me. 

The third thing: God defends those who trust in Him,— 
in the word of the Collect, ws! And defence is all-embracing, 
from them that rise wp against us: whoever they are; wher- 
ever they are; whatever they are planning or doing! Are 
we any different today than the “we” of yesterday of this 
Sunday’s Epistle (II Cor. 6: 1-10)? Perhaps our catalog 
of situations, experiences and necessities may not be that 
full nor the same; but analyze those slowly, deliberately 
and you will find yourself . . . the world has not changed; 
evil has not changed: only “names” and “externals” and 
“times”—there are those that rise wp against us,—plenty of 
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them: those that would wreck us if they could, our religion, 
our faith, our trust, our lives, our very souls! The situation, 
ours, is as real now, as then. We need the Apostle’s exhor- 
tation, and how we need to learn with simple and believing 
hearts all our Little Prayer teaches;—GOD defends us! ... 
if we trust Him and seek Him. Believe and pray!... “The 
right hand of the Lord is exalted: the right hand of the Lord 
doeth valiantly.” “Believe and pray! . . . “even there shall 
thy hand lead me, and thy right hand uphold me.” 


Reminiscere—The Second Sunday in Lent 
O GOD, Who seest that we are destitute of all virtue: Guard us 
inwardly and outwardly, so that we may be fortified against all 
adversities in body, and cleansed from all depraved thoughts. 
Through the Lord... 

The foregoing is a literal translation of the original Latin 
of the Collect for Today. Comparison with the translation 
in the Common Service Book (which comes to us by way 
of the Anglican Church and which has not been adopted in 
its entirety) will show how enlargement of phrases in an 
effort to emphasize content has served only to weaken the 
simple strength and pointedness of the original. 

The word virtue actually means “manly” or “moral excel- 
lence: “that is, bravery to stand firm amidst trial, and not 
necessarily strength to fight. Of ourselves we are utterly 
destitute of that: this confession acknowledges both the 
condition and the cause of that,—sinfulness. 

The word translated guard, presupposes a Power that is 
“able to keep us from falling,” for example, at a time of 
temptation; and like, “underneath are the Everlasting Arms,” 
in external necessities,—a Power that can and does hold 
against and preserve amidst every opposing power and 
assault. 

Inwardly is mentioned first and thus emphasized because 
the soul is more important than the body in the spiritual 
realm,—the “soul goes marching on.” 

The word translated fortified means “to build a wall 
about,” that is, to keep in a stronghold, like those ancient 
impregnable castles of tier on tier of walls, bastions, turrets, 
and towers. 

Depraved carries more than the idea of “wicked”: it infers 
the natural depravity of the unregenerated mind, and also 
of that tendency to evil and impurity which even the re- 
generate must war against constantly in themselves. 

This Collect is a brilliant example of how successfully and 
pointedly these Little Prayers for the Day catch up the 
very center of the Liturgical Lessons and fuse it in a simple, 
short, strong, but all-embracing petition. 

Today’s Gospel is the account of the Healing of the 
Daughter of the Syrophoenician Woman. Here the physical 
helplessness of the daughter, as well as the adversity of 
both, stand out all the more terribly because they are due 
to the work of the devil. That the Evil One and his do work 
external adversities amidst which we are physically help- 
less is not to be denied. It is Evil that is making constant 
warfare against God and those who are his. But that has 
been defeated, we well know, as witness the Invocavit Gos- 
pel. And the Power that defeated then, will be victorious 
in our helplessness, as it was in this daughter’s, this Syro- 
phoenician woman’s, if only we, as did she, even in adver- 
sity possess and use the power of humble, persistent faith 
and prayer! 

The Epistle deals with the Christian’s walk with God. 
That walk cannot be companionship and communion save 
only upon the strict basis of purity and holiness of heart 
and life. Therefore the center here is personal purity, and 
that, too, finds place in the Collect. 

Thus the inwardly, the depraved thoughts, which “assault 
and hurt the soul,” and the outwardly, the “adversities 
which may happen to the body”—the subjects of our Prayer 
this Day (and so real in our daily life) find their inspira- 
tion in this Lenten Sunday’s Lessons, and faith to pray it 
finds a good example in the woman who conquered. 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


Julius F. Seebach, Philadelphia, Pa., “Paragraphs” 
Men, Movements, and Occasions About 
Which People Read 


The Pathetic Spectacle of “the World’s youngest ordained 
minister” (aged seven years), should evoke tears instead of 
the congregation’s laughter which greeted, in Boston, the 
child-evangelist’s defi to the devil. After all, perhaps laugh- 
ter would be the better medium with which to deflate the 
sorry exhibition. Beating on the lectern with his tiny fist, 
the Rev. Charles E. Jaynes ferociously piped: “We’re going 
to put the devil out of business in Boston! How many of 
you will give Satan a punch in the nose, a black eye, and a 
twist of his tail?” Then the audience laughed as the child 
wonder bent to scratch a bare knee which peeped out from 
beneath his Fauntleroy trousers. He is credited with a ten- 
year mental development, with which he has memorized 
eight sermons (he thinks he understands what they are all 
about), probably prepared for him by his manager, “Happy 
Jack” Smith of Calvary Temple, Brookline, Mass. But 
“Happy Jack,” a former carnival barker, is bitterly disap- 
pointed with the financial “take” from this onslaught on the 
devil. That is likely to be a big brake upon what New Eng- 
land ministers are calling “a nine-ring circus.” 


Another Instance of Superlatives —if that is always admir- 
able or valuable—is attributed to the United States in roads 
and vehicles. Our country is credited by its Department of 
Commerce with having 3,065,000 miles of highway out of a 
world total of 9,687,000 miles, or about one-third of the 
total highway mileage of the world. A similar survey of 
registered automobiles indicates that we have 28,520,500 
autos out of a total world registration of 40,549,000, or more 
than two-thirds of all the automobiles. That stands for a 
lot of running around, but, as Aunt Dinah said to her grand- 
son, “Whah’s you been?” 


Sicily Has Been a Thirsty Land for 4,000 years. A famine 
of water has long been her most acute problem. When 
Mussolini came into power, half of Sicily’s 3,652,000 popula- 
tion could never get enough water to quench their thirst; 
they “looked upon water as an unattainable luxury.” Re- 
cently, however, Il Duce promised the fiery islanders, who 
were very hostile to him at first, “water to quench the thirst 
of men, water to be gathered and canalized so that people 
are no longer forced to flee from malaria high into the moun- 
tains. .. . When you will have water and roads, Sicily will 
become one of the most fertile parts of the world.” Il Duce’s 
solicitude has a political significance. 


What is the Dominating Cause of the Church’s Weakness? 
Dr. H. W. Ruopp of Boston University’s School of Theology, 
located it in “the sense of frustration, inadequacy, anxiety, 
loneliness” after this fashion: He sent a question to the 
church membership throughout New England—“What is the 
outstanding question that you face in your thinking and 
living?” A tabulation of 5,000 replies, published recently 
in the Boston Transcript, revealed that 36 per cent had no 
problems, which meant they were materially at ease and con- 
sidered nothing else. About 32 per cent were vaguely both- 
ered by uneasiness of the above-mentioned ills. Some were 
disturbed by the problem of whom they should marry— 
this group was the second largest in number; debts, unem- 
ployment, loss of property, financial insecurity, were the 
“outstanding question to twenty-one per cent.” These again 
are solely material questions. Only fifteen per cent were 
concerned about social injustice and the exploitation of re- 
sources pertaining to the common good. Theological prob- 


lems agitated less than fourteen per cent; these perplexities 


involved “the nature of God, the meaning of religion, Jesus 
Christ, prayer, immortality,” and they were expressed in 
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that order and percentage of importance. The “sense of sin” 


was hardly appreciable, ranking indeed ninth and last among 
the problems voiced. It is to be noticed that this is-a cross- 
section of the pew-dom of New England; but it is likely that 
the same condition is measurably universal. This situation 
raises a compelling question—“What shall the preacher in 
the pulpit preach?” But in this case there is a previous 
question—‘‘What is the ‘hearing’ capacity of the pew?” 


That Gentle Tyranny Exercised Over domesticated males 
—‘“Have you put on your rubbers”—is about to be extended 
to domestic cattle in Czechoslovakia. The Bata Shoe Com- 
pany of Prague, which has been running away with much 
of our shoe business through underselling, has a plan to 
overcome the ravages of the hoof-and-mouth disease so 
prevalent in that land. They have devised a rubber shoe 
of the galosh type to be worn by the cattle as a protection 
against the conditions that propagate the disease. If the 
scheme passes the tests of the veterinarian and agricultural 
schools, it will be generally adopted. Then it will not be 
hard to imagine what the fond cows will low to their calves 
every morning. 


There is a Limit to the Cure of Crime by medical science. 
So decides Dr. George H. Dession of Yale Law School, as 
the result of an experimental clinic conducted for six years, 
and dealing particularly with the process of psychiatry and 
mental hygiene. “One must venture beyond the realm of 
medical science and of psychology, and seek sanctions or 
justifications which they cannot supply. ... The most stub- 
born fact in the situation is that the maladjustments of many 
offenders are found to be too complicated or deep-seated to 
yield to any generally available educational or therapeutic 
regime.” Though religion is not directly referred to in this 
discussion, it might well have been. The positive value of a 
vital Christian faith, which reaches both the depths and 
heights self-confessedly denied to medical and mental sci- 
ence, is the only force that has proved its power to transform 
the derelicts of life into new creatures. 


“Contented, Peaceable, Well-ordered, Virtually Crimeless 
and extremely clean,” is the way Dr. F. G. Speck of the 
University of Pennsylvania sums up the Houma tribe of 
Indians who dwell in the bayous of Louisiana. This exciting 
way of describing an obscure group of 1,000 people in our 


present turbulent and irascible world, introduces us to those - 


who are quite possibly the remnant of the Mound Builders, 
whose “high degree of civilization” spread over the Missis- 
sippi Valley 400 years before the invasion of the European 
whites. Driven into the 500-mile stretch of marshland along 
the Gulf of Mexico by the savage Seminoles, and kept there 
by the pressure of the expanding white civilization, they 
have peaceably maintained their somewhat primitive organ- 
ization intact, even increasing in numbers; this in a warring 
and lawless world. It can be done. 


The Holy Spirit Has Been Made Responsible for many 
weird things in the past; but the latest and worst manifesta- 
tion is that perpetrated by the head of a sordid cult. This 
cult was founded by Wilfrid Messier of Montreal, Canada, 
who recently presented the Holy Spirit to his followers as 
a horse-race tipster. This “messier” cheat gathered a small 
group of deluded disciples about him in his tenement head-~ 


quarters, and persuaded them to hand over their pitiable | 
savings and household money ($660), for which for a few _ 


days he fed them dry bread and canned tomatoes. He as- 
sured them that if they were faithful, he would win enough 
money on the races, through the Holy Spirit’s special in- 
dwelling in his lofty being, to take them all to California, 
where he would set up “a new kingdom until the Transfor- 
mation (the second coming of Christ).” With the money 
in his pocket, however, Wilfrid Messier decamped. For- 
tunately he was caught. These cults get messier and messier. 
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GEORGIA-ALABAMA SYNOD 


Reported by the Rev. W. J. Ducker 


~~ Ye 


Macon, Georcra’s “CenTraL Crry,” and the Church of the 
Redeemer in particular, were hosts to the seventy-eighth 
annual convention of the Georgia-Alabama Synod, February 
8 to 10. Being one of the smaller synods of the United Lu- 
- theran Church in America, this body still enjoys the priv- 

ilege of entertainment by one of its constituent congrega- 
tions annually. Characterizing the manner in which the 
- Church of the Redeemer entertained the convention as 

“efficient and generous,” the Resolutions Committee led the 

synod to adopt a hearty expression of appreciation for the 
hospitable services of the host church. 
_ he seventy-eighth annual convention will long be re- 
‘membered by all as the time when the Rev. F. H. Knubel, 
DD, LL.D, S.T.D., beloved president of the United Lu- 
| theran Church, made his first official visit to a convention 
} of this synod. Three regularly scheduled features were as- 
_ signed to Dr. Knubel. On the opening evening, when the 
officers of synod, Dr. H. J. Black president, and the Rev. 
| W. A. Reiser secretary, were the liturgists at the Service of 
- the Holy Communion, the sermon was preached by Pres- 
, ident Knubel on the theme, “God Joins, Man Sunders.” At 
- the first business session, as a special order, he addressed 
the synod on the “Work of the United Lutheran Church and 
Its Boards and Committees.” At Vespers on the same day, 
before a congregation which taxed the seating capacity of 
the church, he delivered his now famous address on “Some- 
thing Is Happening in Christianity Today.” 

The convention’s chaplain, the Rev. R. B. Setzer, pastor 
of St. James’ Church, Brunswick, brought a stirring mes- 
sage at each of the devotional periods which preceded the 
three business sessions. 


No Losses by Death 


The year past witnessed no deaths in the clerical ranks 
and one addition to the clerical roll in the transfer of the 
Rev. J. V. Addy from the Mississippi Synod to Bethel Parish, 
Springfield, long served by the late Dr. T. W. Shealy. Having 
met the conditions laid down by the synod in annual con- 
vention at Messiah Church, Atlanta, in 1937, Mr. E. B. Heidt, 
a son of the synod, was ordained by the officers of synod and 
subsequently transferred to the Mississippi Synod, where 
he had been called to serve the Louisville Parish. 

One new congregation, Good Shepherd, Industrial City 
Gardens, Savannah, was organized during the year and 
formally received into the synod at this convention. The 
pastor of this newest mission of the synod is the Rev. Alfred 
Shelley, who also serves St. Luke’s Church, Thunderbolt. 

The year also saw the dedication of two new church 
buildings, viz. Redeemer, Atlanta, and Good Shepherd, 
Savannah. Repairs and renovations were reported by the 
following: Miller Chapel and Zion Church, Marlow; St. 
John’s, Rincon; Holy Trinity, Wingard Memorial and Bethel 
of the Bethel Parish, Springfield; St. James, Brunswick; 
Ascension, Savannah; Advent, Mobile. Reductions on church 
debt were made by St. Paul’s, Savannah; Christ, Cullman; 
Resurrection, Augusta; Redeemer, Atlanta; Messiah, 
Atlanta; Redeemer, Macon. 


oo 


Efficient Administration 

Credit is due the president of synod, who made quarterly 
contacts with pastors and lay leaders in congregations and 
their auxiliaries in the interest of the apportionment; to the 
Committee on Stewardship and Brotherhood, C. H. Usina 
chairman, for its follow-up along the same line, and to the 
effectiveness of the initial efforts of the Promotional Plan, 
for the improvement in the percentage of the apportionment 
paid during 1937. Treasurer Dr. R. L. Gnann’s report 
showed 76.82% of the total apportionment collected, a net 
increase of 9.46% for the year. Taking courage from these 
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figures and looking to still larger payments on apportion- 
ment in 1938 as a natural result of the year-round follow-up 
of the Promotional Plan in the congregations, the synod 
voted unanimously to make 100% payment of its apportion- 
ment and its institutional quotas a goal for 1938. Institu- 
tional quotas are the amounts congregations are expected 
to pay as the minimum share of their synod’s support for 
the following institutions: the Southern Seminary, the 
Lowman Home and the Orphans’ Home of the South, Salem, 
Virginia. 

In the absence of Dr. C. A. Freed, who is taking an en- 
forced rest following a severe attack of influenza, Dr. Charles 
J. Shealy, chairman of the Board, presented the report of 
the Southern Seminary. Dr. Shealy gave a clear, informa- 
tive and forceful presentation of the vital place which the 
Southern Seminary holds in the life of the southern church. 
His statements elicited the hearty and outspoken endorse- 
ment of Dr. Knubel. Though the seminary’s productive en- 
dowment is now larger than at any other time in its history, 
due to the income from the Voigt Memorial Appeal, it is 
still woefully inadequate to meet the modest demands of 
current expense items and must be supplemented by annual 
appropriations from the controlling synods. While this synod 
has consistently failed to provide its share of that amount, 
the strong appeal of Drs. Shealy and Knubel stirred the 
synod to a new resolve for the realization of the full amount 
of its quota with an excess during 1938. 


Education and Service 


The claim of Newberry College and the cause of Chris- 
tian higher education were forcefully presented by the 
former’s well-known president, Dr. James C. Kinard, whom 
the United Lutheran Church has honored with a place on 
its Executive Board as its youngest member. In his forth- 
right style Dr. Kinard assured the synod that Newberry’s 
chief purpose was to serve the Church, and that to render 
the largest possible service to the Church it must have more 
students from the congregations comprising the supporting 
synods. As a goal to strive for Dr. Kinard suggested at least 
one student from each of the congregations composing the 
Georgia-Alabama Synod. Newberry College is carried in 
the synod’s budget for $2,000, of which $1,594.85 was paid 
in 1937. 

The Rev. T. A. Graves, affectionately known to the chil- 
dren of the Lutheran Orphans’ Home of the South, Salem, 
Va., as “Daddy Graves,” spoke in behalf of that institution, 
which he has managed during the past ten years. These 
have proven to be years of progress and expansion despite 
the depression. Of the 118 boys and girls provided for during 
1937, but three were from the Georgia~Alabama Synod. It 
paid 68.59% of its quota of support. 

The Lowman Home for the Aged and Helpless, White 
Rock, S. C., was represented by its genial, young and enthu- 
siastic Board chairman, the Rev. Wynne C. Boliek. He told 
the convention the inside story of how the Home recently 
came into possession of the largest money gift in its history 
of twenty-six years, $37,000 from Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Cline 
of Hickory, N. C. Two new dormitory units, now ready for 
occupancy, and a central heating plant were erected with 
the gift under the personal direction of Mr. Cline, who en- 
tered into life eternal before their actual completion. Fur- 
nishings for the twenty-eight additional rooms, at the rate 
of $40 per room, have already been promised by individuals, 
congregations and their auxiliaries, Mr. Boliek announced. 
A number of important adjustments in the internal affairs 
of the Home have been made necessary since Mr. Boliek’s 
coming to the chairmanship of the Board, but under his wise 
leadership and with the reliable counsel of those most closely 
connected with the Home’s administration the changes have 
been made with a resultant increase in operating efficiency. 
Synod paid 90% of its quota for support of the Home in 1937. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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ANNUAL SURVEY 


Lutheran Boards of Foreign Missions Confer in 
Chicago on Work and Fields 


Reported for “The Lutheran” by Dr. J. A. Leas 


THE TWENTIETH Lutheran Missions Conference had a num- 
ber of sessions before it began. By this we mean that four 
simultaneous meetings were held in as many churches in 
Chicago and one additional in the afternoon. There should 
have been one more, making a total of six, but Dr. O. J. 
Johnson, president of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Augustana Synod, could not be present and so one meeting 
dropped out of the schedule. The officers had asked for a 
mass meeting, but the local committee, headed by Dr. Peter 
Peterson, decided upon a mass of meetings instead. The 
aggregate result was far better than if only one meeting had 
been held, but the cold weather and icy streets, may we 
surmise, have decimated the attendance. There is a tradition 
in Chicago that icy streets make church going very pre- 
carious. (Rain is also bad.) The conference blew in after 
a gale, and so that’s that. 

We know not what others heard, but at Holy Trinity, 
where Miss Nona Diehl and Dr. George Drach made ad- 
dresses, the people were edified. Miss Diehl had been here 
before, but this first appearance as Executive Secretary was 
most satisfactory. Dr. Drach put on his turban and other 
gay Oriental garb and addressed the Sunday school, greatly 
to the delectation of the children and youth of the school. 
Then, lest he be smitten with ennui for want of activity, he 
preached the Lenten sermon to the U. L. C. A. preachers in 
retreat and he did it in a very satisfying way. Dr. M. E. 
Thomas preached on Sunday in Elgin, Ill., and in North 
Austin Church, Chicago. 


Persons Present 

But the conference! It opened at the Atlantic Hotel on 
schedule time. Having been the official chauffeur, we were 
too late to hear Dr. Carlberg’s paper on the mission situation 
in China and we were unsuccessful in meeting the Doctor 
or perusing his paper. With program in hand, we found a 
comfortable seat among about a hundred others, mostly 
visitors, and proceeded to take an inventory of the per- 
sonnel. That clear-cut man in the chair with a good voice, 
we were told, was Dr. C. V. Sheatsley, Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the American Lutheran 
Church. Next to him, with a high forehead and black tie, 
is P. A. Mattson, D.D., Ph.D., of Minneapolis, the secretary; 
and on the front seat, Dr. G. E. Gronle, the treasurer, who 
declared that he still had $200 of the conference funds after 
bills were paid. There was Dr. A. J. Stirewalt from Tokyo; 
Dr. M. L. Dolbeer, for the present at home at Springfield; 
Dr. D. W. Vikner of Yu Chow, Honan, China; Dr. Carlberg 
of the Lutheran Seminary at Shekow, Hupeh, China. Pro- 
fessor Rindahl is of the Umpumuto Normal School of Natal, 
South Africa; Professor Helland is from the Augsburg Sem- 
inary at Minneapolis. 

Taking a breathing spell, we continued: There was Dr. 
H. A. Mueller of the American Lutheran Mission in Persia; 
the Rev. R. Taeuber of St. Paul; Dr. A. M. Mannes, chair- 
man of the Board of Missions of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church and some local pastors a few of whom had been 
accredited as delegates and had a right to be heard in 
discussion. 

A bright spot in the conference was the group of women 
officials: Mrs. Peter Peterson, president of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the Augustana Synod; Mrs. J. O. 
Tweten, De Forest, Wis., of the Norwegian Society; Mrs. 
O. A. Sardeson, member of the Executive Board of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A.; and Miss 
Nona M. Diehl, Executive Secretary of the same society. 
The men insisted that the women should be present, and 
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the national societies are urged to send delegates. To this 
end the constitution of the Conference has been amended. 


President Sheatsley’s Convictions 

President Sheatsley in his report-indicated«that he does 
not believe with an Oriental statesman, that the white race 
will be banished eventually from the Orient; nor does he 
believe that the “unsavory mess” of the political and social 
upheaval in the Far: East can be laid at the doors of the 
missionaries. He does believe that the need of the hour is a 
clarified preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ among all 
benighted peoples. He also urged that the coming Inter- 
national Missionary Conference, to be held at Madras during 
the year, be attended and financially supported. In this he 
was supported by vote of conference. 

Dr. Stirewalt gave an illuminating report on the mission 
situation in Japan. Among the opposing factors he men- 
tioned: The attempt to revive the old religions, especially 
Shintoism, which emphasizes the divinity of the emperor, 
for the purpose of increasing nationalism. 

The Christian religion is often lacking in popularity, be- 
cause it includes all under sin, when the super-politeness 
of the Japanese would presume all people to be good. It 
seems that the missionary forces of the Protestants have been 
depleted in recent years while Romanism has more than 
doubled its forces. 

The encouraging features mentioned were: The favorable 
attitude of the civil government, giving Christianity moral 
and, sometimes, financial support where formerly adherence 
to it was forbidden under penalty of death. The present 
session of parliament, Dr. Stirewalt believes, will probably 
give to Christianity the status of a national religion on the 
same basis as Shintoism and Buddhism. There are in Japan 
about two hundred thousand Protestant Christians and as 
many more Greek and Roman Christians. This makes one 
Christian to every one hundred seventy-five of the popula- 
tion. In the national cabinet of thirteen members, there are 
two Christians. In the House of Representatives, of four 
hundred sixty-six members, thirty-one are Christian. Most 
of the Christian literature of Japan is now produced by 
native Christians. 


Dr. Ralph Long’s World Observations 

Dr. Ralph H. Long, in his “Lutheran World Conditions,” 
was so effective that Dr. Drach arose to remark that the 
Lutheran Church should repent for its separativeness, when, 
by united effort, it could be so much more effective. From 
Dr. Long’s address we gleaned that: The Russian people 
are at the cross roads. There is an increasing evidence of 
interest in religion. Anti-religion has failed, although it still 
persists in persecution. Twenty-nine hundred churches are 
booked for destruction during the year. 

In Germany, totalitarianism is the ever increasing prob- 
lem. Lines are being drawn closer between the individual 
soul and the soul of the state, with the state holding the 
whip. Pensions may be withdrawn. There may be a new 
adjustment of the holding of church properties. Neverthe- 
less, in the homes the altar fires are still bright and in the 
churches, it is said that every service begins with, “Lord, 
keep us steadfast in Thy Word.” 

While Russia and Germany are focal points, other parts 
of Europe and of the Far East are much disturbed. Mission 
policies may need to be revised in some sections in India, 
and the growing nationalism in Japan is making mission 
work ever more difficult there. 

The Ukrainians in eastern Poland have their trials; political 
changes in Austria present new problems; the Rumanian 
Primate becoming the Prime Minister, fills the mind of the 
missionary with misgivings. Beside the external problems 
there are problems within, due to the ecumenical move- 
ments in Protestantism that bear on mission work. Again 
Dr. Long calls for loyalty to the Word and the Confessions. 


—— 
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) Here and There in Foreign Fields 

: Professor Rindahl is pleased with the favorable attitude 
of the government toward their work in South Africa. 

. Missionary C. D. Schwan created not a little merriment 
- by his description of the criminal classes in India, among 
- whom he does considerable work. He thinks that American 
thieves are lacking in “finesse.” Indian technique is above 
- reproach. There are “Christian” thieves who will not rob 
- another Christian, but the victim must repeat the Lord’s 
_ Prayer as a necessary credential. One thief robs through 
_ holes in the wall, another only through the open door. Dr. 

Dolbeer testified that to his knowledge a whole village of 

ninety-seven souls was baptized at one time, and all of them 

were of the criminal professional class. 

Dr. H. A. Mueller declared that he translated Luther’s 
_\ Catechism into the language of Cyrus and King Darius. The 
- Crusades made mission work difficult in the Near East for 
all time to come and yet during the last ten years greater 
_ progress has been made than in the one hundred years 
preceding. 

_ The convention in adopting the report of the Committee 
_ on Resolutions put itself on record as well pleased with the 

- work of the officers during the previous year, and also with 
the fine papers presented at the convention. To the native 
Christians of China and Japan they sent their sympathy, 
with the prayer that God may soon bring to an end the 
great conflict. 

We quote the following resolution in full: “Now that God 
in His unsearchable wisdom has called unto Himself our 
brother and co-laborer for the kingdom of heaven, Dr. Paul 
W. Koller, be it resolved, that we render thanks to the Lord 
for the long and blessed service which He gave him to per- 
form; and we pray that the example of faithful and untiring 
service which he has left us as an inheritance, may spur us 
on to ever greater zeal for the bringing of the Gospel mes- 
sage to the uttermost parts of the earth.” 

The following named officers were elected for the present 
year: President, the Rev. A. Mannes of Jackson, Mich.; vice- 
president, George Drach, D.D., Baltimore, Md.; secretary, 
the Rev. Dr. F. Braun of Hawkeye, Iowa; treasurer, the 
Rev. A. Boerger. 


IN GOD WE TRUST 


By Pliny A. Wiley 


THEY BROUGHT the Roman money to Christ in Galilee. 
“Whose superscription hath it and image?” asked our 
Lord. 
“It is the coin of Ceesar, his likeness here we see!” 
“Then render it to Czesar, his tribute now accord.” 


America the beautiful, impartial, reverent, just, 
Upon her minted coinage of silver and of gold, 
Engraves in spirit worshipful, these words, “In God we 
trust,” 
And may she falter not nor fail, but this truth firmly hold. 


Some nations trust in armies and some in fleets of war. 
Some conquerors trust in gas and bombs to win through 
blood and lust. 
America, the heaven blessed, must all such trust abhor 
But build in faith, in hope, in love, thereon, “In God we 
trust.” 


“MIEN AND WOMEN lose their fervor’ when they lose faith, 
for doubt freezes spiritual life. The hope of an early return 
to earth of Jesus cannot account for all the fervor of ancient 
faith. The transforming power of Christian faith made them 
martyrs.”—W. B. Aull. 
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CONTACTS BRED ESTEEM 


Newspaperman Pays Tribute to Missionaries in China 


Gerorce E. SoxoitskKy, the celebrated author and news- 
paperman, in an article published recently in The New York 
Herald Tribune, paid splendid tribute to the missionaries 
in China who are continuing sturdily to do their work in 
spite of all difficulties and danger. He writes: 

“The most significant job done by Americans in China is 
neither the buying nor the selling of goods. It is so great a 
work that it is altogether misunderstood by small minds and 
even smaller hearts. That is the tremendously important 
and valuable service of the American missionary. 

“These men and women have gone to town and village, 
bringing with them not only the many varieties of Chris- 
tianity, but a new cultural pattern; in my opinion, a nobler 
cultural pattern than the Chinese retained amid the disin- 
tegration of China’s indigenous social and intellectual estab- 
lishments during the last century... . 

“These missionaries brought medicine and hospital and 
nursing and child welfare to China. They brought a new 
conception of social relationships—not man-for-his-family, 
but man-for-society—a broadening of viewpoint. 

“They planted the seeds of a social revolution, which, if 
it did not quickly make China strong, at any rate produced 
in China a forward-looking, progressive, non-opium smok- 
ing monogamous leadership... . 

“It is impossible to overemphasize the great value to China 
of the American missionary, of the American school and hos- 
pital situated in that country. And it is something to note 
in these days of collectivist materialism that there has been 
no return to the United States for this service. It has cost 
us more, over a century, than we ever earned out of our 
trade with China. It was the contribution of a well-off peo- 
ple to those who needed our help and assistance. 

“And it is to be noted here that, in a measure, we did as 
well by Japan. It is true that the Japanese, sooner than the 
Chinese, were ready to take over many schools and hos- 
pitals which American good will had established in their 
country. But for years our missionaries labored there, as in 
China—not forcing anything down unwilling throats, but 
offering help and service to those who were willing and 
eager to receive. 

“T have known the American missionary in China well. 
He has been my friend. I have lived at his house. He has 
dined at my table. I know of no human beings who are more 
self-sacrificing, more loyal to the people among whom they 
live, more generous and less materially rewarded for an 
arduous life than most American missionaries. No matter 
what happens to China, most of them will remain at their 
posts valiantly laboring for the simple people who love 
them.”—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


NO LONGER A MARXIST 


Tus Rev. A. J. Musts, newly appointed minister of the 
Labor Temple, New York City, has offered this significant 
statement regarding his return to the Church: “I return 
from the left wing political movement, from radical Marx- 
ism, from passionate secular idealism, which made me con- 
demn the Church as conservative, as retarding progress, as 
martyring free spirits.-I returned to the Church! Why? 
Because these years of experience have taught me that the 
Church of the Redeemed is the only great redeeming 
agency. The nucleus of any effective movement against 
war, against a social order based on the spirit and method 
of war, will have to be composed of those who by the grace 
of God, and insight into the meaning of the Cross, have re- 
nounced the spirit of war. . . . That is why I returned to 
the Church.” 
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REMEMBRANCES 


Next Sunpay, Marcu 13, in the present Church Year is 
the second Sunday in Lent and upon it the makers of the 
ecclesiastical calendar have conferred the name Reminiscere. 
This Latin title is the first word of the sixth verse of the 
Twenty-fiftth Psalm with which the Introit for the day be- 
gins. The entire psalm focuses attention upon forms and 
objects of remembering, but the particular verse made 
familiar to us on the second is “Remember, O Lord, Thy 
tender mercies and Thy loving kindnesses; for they have been 
ever of old.” The next verse probably complements the 
sixth: it reads, “Remember not the sins of my youth, nor 
my transgressions: according to Thy mercy remember Thou 
me for Thy goodness sake, O Lord.” 

Were we less accustomed than we are to invoke the 
forgetfulness of God with reference to our transgressions, 
or if we had the ideas of God’s relentless justice that are 
taught in religious cults more purely ethical than our 
own, we would see the illogic, the strangeness of such a 
request. In the Fifty-first Psalm, the same petition occurs 
in even stronger terms. There the psalmist visualizes the 
record kept before God’s throne of his sins and prays, “Blot 
out ... my transgressions. ... Hide Thy face from my sins 
and blot out all mine iniquities.” Nor may one think of this 
estimate of the extent of divine mercy as an Old Testament 
and possibly partial attitude of God. The doctrine of right- 
eousness which Jesus taught and which the evangelists 
record amounts to the same perfection of forgiveness. The 
garment in which faith in Christ clothes the believer covers 
our iniquities, so that God sees us in His Son; we are no 
longer numbered among transgressors. On the other hand 
there is the divine promise, “I will not blot his name out 
of the book of life.” 

Of course the essential significance of Reminiscere Sun- 
day’s psalm and introit is what God promises to forget. The 
nature of His judgment of sinners is revealed and the extent 
of His mercy is indicated. But of an implication in this 
divine action we have read under the title, “What God 
chooses to forget.” We suggest it for our readers’ contempla- 
tion. It can be described in more prosaic words as the com- 
pleteness of divine pardon: the Judge eternal deletes from 
His omniscience the sins of which man repents and for which 
in Christ’s name he asks for mercy. One realizes how un- 
conditioned is the pardon of the Compassionate One, and 
how superhuman God is in relation to evil done Him. For 
while man can and may forgive, he rarely forgets. 


There are persons who unconsciously and consciously 
nurse their sense of injuries done them, so that they have a 
continuous prejudice against some of their fellowmen. They 
give room in their hearts to a demon, disguised perhaps but 
not less truly the demon of revenge. Recently we thought 
we saw this perversion of justice as well as of good will 
lead a friend of ours into the performance of a truly evil 
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deed, a misuse of stewardship that could have far-reaching © 


consequences. The retention in his memory of a real or 
possibly a fancied injury biased and thus crippled this per~ 
son’s capacity for doing good. The extent to which sound 
judgment can be corrupted when memory injects into the 
consideration of a situation some past act or condition is 
truly amazing. 

But is not failure to forget a forgiven injury a disaster 
because the retention of it in memory occupies capacity 
that could be better used? When Martin Frobisher returned 
from his voyage of discovery in North America, he brought 
to England a cargo of “‘pyrites,” fools’ gold. Fish would have 
had real value. So they who cherish in their minds the 
consciousness of injuries received and repented of, are load- 
ing their lives with “fools’ gold.” Forgive and forget should 
go together. Inherited and acquired prejudices should be 
cast away from thought and heart. The resemblance be- 
tween material and mental capacities is not exact, but to 
both there is a limit. One cannot put a pint of liquid in a 
pint cup that is already filled, except by emptying it of the 
less valuable content. When our memories are used to re- 
tain what we should forget, we misuse the capacity for 
mental development with which we are endowed. Instead 
we deprive ourselves of that which is of true and lasting 
value to us. We waste the power acquired through memory, 
suggestion and co-ordination. 


A DEPRESSION PRODUCT 


Ir JUST HAPPENS that the editor of Tue LuTHERAN has had 
occasion recently to observe at first hand work in congre- 
gations of which comparatively young men are the pastors. 
That is, they are graduates of our seminaries since 1925 and 
half or more of the years of their ministry have been in the 
depression period. Many firmly established parishes have 
faced severe problems of maintenance since 1929, and of 
course the newly organized “mission” churches have en- 
countered equal or greater financial difficulties without the 
quantity of support or the stability that comes with longer 
and less cramped activities. When in this year 1938 one 
finds a young minister as leader of an active, optimistic 
congregation, he can be sure that that pastor is an asset to 
the Lutheran Church in a broad as well as in a local way. 

Without undertaking to compile exact statistics, we es- 
timate that about a thousand clergymen in the United Lu- 
theran Church have been ordained in 1926 or later; that is, 
from the last twelve classes graduated by our seminaries. 
Most of these have battled the depression successfully. They 
know how to make the most of every opportunity whether 
it is in terms of persons or property. As officers in the army 
of the Lord they have endured the hardships that produce 
stamina, enterprise and industry. 

A considerable percentage of these young men are at work 
in the mission congregations that are in the mind of the 


Board of American Missions in this year’s Anniversary 


Appeal. THe LuTHERAN recommends a financial response 
from every member and every congregation because it will 
be a good investment. There are two factors in church prog- 
ress; the first is people in general and pastors in particular. 
The second is money. If pastors are earnest, consecrated 
and capable, only lack of physical equipment will limit their 
successful extension of the Church’s influence. The U. L. 
C. A. has the right kind of ministers, thanks in part to the 
depression. If we give them better buildings and fewer 
mortgages, we shall serve God wisely and fruitfully. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


legal profession have been mostly social and pastoral. It has 
been our privilege to number lawyers among our parish- 
ioners and to enjoy conversations in which they have been 
participants. The only “strictly legal” matters for which 
we sought advice had to do with the proprieties of the sale 
and purchase of church property. The Pennsylvania require- 
ments of form, witnessing and recording are such as only 
a reliable attorney knows the applications. 

For the first such transaction the lawyer was a friend of 
a friend of ours, and he gave liberally of his time and train- 
‘ing. We soon learned that he was of sufficient prominence 
in his profession to rate high fees and the settlement of our 
account for legal services was faced with some anxiety; the 
congregation was not rich. Our delight when he announced 
f that no charge would be rendered was coupled with surprise 
; 


Ir HAPPENS that our connections’ with members of the 
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that must have become evident to him: he hastened to 
explain. “I am assigning my fees in this transaction to my 
- treasures in heaven.” We were quite willing to indorse that 
item in his account. 
The allusion to treasures in heaven by our attorney friend 
_ was of course ninety-five per cent jocular, but there was 
- (we concluded from later experiences with him) an element 
of seriousness on his part. He pursued his professional 
- course chiefly in accord with the ethics prescribed by the 
eode that lawyers are taught and practise, but there were 
' among his convictions and loyalties certain experiences and 
- ties that made themselves evident and dominant “on suit- 
able occasions.” Not only with reference to strictly moral 
- issues, but in activities involving money, he did not entirely 
overlook “treasures in heaven.” 

At the present time the United Lutheran Church is en- 
gaged in the presentation to its people of a great need, so 
far as maintaining and extending faith in God in America 
are concerned. While the spiritual objectives of our 1938 
special appeal are in the foreground, the use of money, which 

- spiritually-minded church members are asked to contribute 
is a final essential. It becomes a treasure in heaven. 


Lutheranism in France 


From Pastor F. Wheatcroft, 16 Rue Chauchat, Paris, 
- France, we have received an Almanach de L’Eglise Evan- 
 gelique Lutherienne de France et D’Algerie, 1938. We con- 
vey the entire title of this French almanac to our readers: 
they rarely have occasion to think of their Lutheran breth- 
ren in France. This is perhaps partly due to the fact that 
Lutherans are not numerous in France. Their number, in- 
cluding the membership of the congregations in Alsace and 
Lorraine, is about 330,000 souls and is approximately one- 
third of the Protestants of the country. The Lutherans are 
divided into two groups: the Church of France which con- 
sists of the synods of Paris and of Montbeliard, and the 
Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine. 
The latter became a part of the Lutheranism of France fol- 
lowing the Treaty of Versailles. Of the Synod of Paris, 
according to the Lutheran World Almanac, six parishes in 
Algiers are a part. 

The French Lutherans have carried on a foreign mission 
on the island of Madagascar, the location of which is on the 
east coast of Africa. It has an area of 230,000 square miles, 
which is slightly larger than France in Europe. Its popula- 
tion is 3,700,000 as compared with (nearly) 42,000,000 in 
France. They, the Malagasies, are not of the same racial 
strain as are the negroes on the mainland of Africa. 
Numerous Asiatic nations are connected with its history 
prior to discovery by the Portugese in 1506. French and 
British control alternated in the Napoleonic period. Since 
1894 the French authority has not been opposed. 


Of Dubious Propriety 

PERHAPS WE ARE seeing danger where we should not and 
suspecting guile that does not exist, but unless the Jesuit 
order has radically changed its customs and convictions, a 
guerilla attack on the freedom of the American press is in 
process of preparation. The sensitiveness of Roman Catholic 
leaders to criticism and the carefulness of the business man- 
agers of American journals is well known. But in our 
opinion nothing quite so directly “loaded” as is this an- 
nouncement has lately been published. We refer to the fol- 
lowing “offer” which appeared in the journal America under 
date of February 19. We quote it in full. 


“Bias in the newspapers against Catholic beliefs and sympathies 
has become more deadly and more persistent. Prejudice in the 
weekly and monthly magazines against the Church and its teach- 
ings have been increasing. Scarcely a day passes without bring- 
ing us letters from various parts of the country pointing out to 
us the slurs, the innuendos, the falsifications, the attacks being 
made against things and persons Catholic. During March, we are 
intending to hold a Bias Contest. Full announcement of the rules 
and procedure will be made next week by Father Toomey. The 
idea, however, is this: from the first till the thirty-first of March, 
scan your local newspapers, your weekly and monthly magazines; 
pick out the item that seems to you to show a definite anti- 
Catholic slant; write a hundred, but not more than a two hun- 
dred word note specifying why you think this item is the most 
anti-Catholic of the month. Prizes will be given to those who 
send the worst samples and the best letters. Prizes are also con- 
templated for award to the papers or magazines which are most 
offensive. Prepare to enter into the spirit and the fun of track- 
ing down the most disreputable news item by entering the great 
and only Bias Contest. It is our secret hope, however, that all 
the newspapers and magazines will behave themselves so ad- 
mirably that we shall have no occasion to award the prizes.” 


Father Toomey’s announcement of “rules and procedure” 
was duly printed under date of February 26 and we suppose 
that the “faithful” are now busy scanning their papers and 
magazines in order to enter the contest for a prize of $25 
or less. From the second announcement’s paragraphs we 
quote: 


“The board of judges in arriving at their decisions will weigh 
equally: (1) the degree of viciousness manifested by the example 
of printed bias; (2) the power and clarity with which the ac- 
companying letter exposes the bias. The most convincing letters 
enclosing the most atrocious types of bias will walk off with the 
awards. Your objectives are: ‘the worst samples, the best letters.’ 
Remember, however, the viciousness of the bias does not always 
appear on the surface. A ‘seeing eye’ is frequently necessary to 
detect it. Something may not seem to be anti-Catholic at all until 
one bestows thought upon it. For example, consider the Ladies’ 
Home Journal’s birth-control propaganda. 

“In the contest, the word anti-Catholic is to be taken in its 
broadest sense. Any misrepresentation of the Church, its clergy, 
its people, its teachings comes under the Bias Contest. Not only 
that, but also any juggling with the truth concerning issues in- 
timately associated with the welfare or existence of the Church 
is eligible matter in the contest. For example, the radical propa- 
ganda in Spain is an issue bound up with the very existence of 
the Church. 

“Communist papers, avowedly biased, are naturally barred 
from the contest. The examples of bias must come from papers 
or magazines which pretend to be fair and impartial. Picture 
magazines are eligible. Life has been showing an anti-Catholic 
slant of late. Even the scandal columnists are eligible. Walter 
Winchell’s enthusiasm for the anti-Christian side in Spain may 
provide matter.” 


But the gem of the proposition lies in its concluding words 
to the Catholic readers of their journals: 


“Wake up early March 1. Begin the great hunt. We hope to 
catch during the month of March every bit of anti-Catholic bias 
printed in every secular newspaper and magazine in the United 
States.” 
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THE “HOME (CIRCLE 


“THEREFORE I WILL LOOK UNTO 
THE LORD; I WILL WAIT FOR THE 
GOD OF MY SALVATION; MY GOD 
WILL HEAR ME.” 


We go to God by prayers. God com- 
mandeth thee to ask, and teacheth thee how 
to ask, and promiseth that which thou asketh, 
and is angry if thou asketh not; and yet, 
askest thou not?—Andrews 


Hast thou no pining want, or wish, or care, 
That calls for holy prayer? 
Has the day been so bright 
That in its flight 
There is no trace of sorrow? 
And thou art sure tomorrow 
Will be like this, and more 
Abundant? Dost thou yet lay up thy store, 
And still make plans for more? 
Thou fool! This very night, 
Thy soul may wing its flight. 


Hast thou no being than thyself more dear, 
That ploughs the ocean deep, 
And when storms sweep 
The wintry, lowering sky, 
For whom thou wak’st and weepest? 
Oh when thy pangs are deepest 
Seek then the covenant ark of prayer; 
For He that slumbereth not is there; 
His ear open to thy cry. 
Oh, then on prayerless bed 
Lay not thy thoughtless head. 


Arouse thee, weary soul, nor yield to 
slumber 
Till in communion blest 
With the elect ye rest,— 
Those souls of countless number; 
And with them raise 
The note of praise, 
Reaching from earth to heaven, 
Chosen, redeemed, forgiven; 
So lay thy happy head, 
Prayer-crowned, on blessed bed. 
—Margaret Mercer. 


THINGS WE DON’T SAY 


LIFE SOMETIMES seems infinitely articu- 
late. There are a hundred thousand words 
in the dictionary, and there are millions 
on our tongues, and it seems impossible 
that there should be any corner in our 
hearts unillumined by language, or any 
thought or feeling that we do not over and 
over convey to others. Yet there are few 
human beings who are not daily impressed 
and oppressed, more or less consciously, 
by the things that are not said. 

There are the things we long to say and 
cannot, for all the multiplicity of words. 
What a surge of splendid or clever say- 
ings arises in all of us when the opportu- 
nity is wanting, and then when it comes 
we stammer and falter, and all the luxury 
of words utterly fails us. There is the 
good advice that we might give. We know 
just what people ought to do, we see how 
we might help them; yet- we -are tongue- 
tied, and they go to destruction before 


By Mrs. W. L. HUNTON 


our eyes. And there are our own hopes 
and aspirations. If we could make people 
understand them as we feel them, the 
world would be a different world for our- 
selves and for others. Most of all, there 
is affection. It seems as if the language 
were rich enough to pour out all that any- 
one could feel. Yet somehow, even with 
those we love best, the love stays hidden 
in our hearts, and all that words can do 
is to disguise tenderness with a jest or 
betray it with stupid conventionalities that 
are more misleading than mockery. 

And on the other side are the things 
we are glad we didn’t find words for, 
though we strove hard enough at the mo- 
ment. We are like the woman who, when 
she was reproached for her bitter tongue, 
remarked, “Ah! you know the things I 
do say, but you never know the things I 
don’t say.” There are always worse things 
that might be said, and when we resent 
a harsh phrase we should allow for the 
possible restraint that does not appear. 

So, for all the multitude of words, a 
vast part of life goes unexpressed. Some- 
times the worst, often the very best, and 
always the most interesting, secrets of 
men’s hearts have to be guessed at. 

—Youth’s Companion. 


THE INFERIORITY 
COMPLEX 


By Ethel Wendell Trout 


“Motuer, what do you think? Dickie 
Thomas is to be our new teacher in geom- 
etry! Dickie Thomas! Just think of that!” 

Hildred’s mother looked up from her 
sewing with a smile. 

“Yes, I knew that the school board had 
appointed him to teach mathematics, but 
I didn’t think that you would be in his 
class.” 

“Well, Iam. He has senior geometry for 
us college preparatories. And, Mother, it 
seems awfully queer! Do you think that 
he knows enough to get us through our 
college board exams?” 

“I don’t see why not, Hildred. He has 
just taken high honors in mathematics at 
the university. Surely he can prepare you 
young people for your entrance examina- 
tions.” 

“But it seems so queer, Mother! A boy 
I’ve played with all my life! I don’t think 
that I can imagine him as my teacher.” 

“It will be hard for you both—for all of 
you, that is true,” agreed Mrs. Johnson. 
“But, Hildred, you must try to adjust 
yourself. Remember that he is in a hard 
situation, too.” 

“What shall I call him?” asked Hildred. 
“Mr. Thomas, I suppose. And then some 
day I'll forget, and say ‘Dick,’ just as I 
have done. Oh, well, I suppose it will turn 
out all right! Only I’ll have to develop a 
respect complex for him. But he’d better 
be wary about developing any superiority 
complex in regard to me.” _ 

Mrs. Johnson smiled. The situation was 


difficult. Richard Thomas, the son of a 
neighbor, the chum of her son Walter, had 
always come in and out of the house as if 
he had been a second son. He had always 
been like a big brother to Hildred, and the 
two had quarreled and made up, teased 
and tormented each other through all the 
days of childhood. And now Richard, who 
had graduated in June with high honors 
from the university, was to teach Hildred, 
who was in her senior year in the high 
school. There was only five years differ- 
ence in their ages; the girl had always 
seemed older in comparison, than the boy, 
and they had been companionable in many 
ways. The situation was going to be hard 
for both of them, in school and out. 

The next morning dawned warm and 
sultry, as early September school days are 
apt to do. Hildred was languid, and rather 
out of humor, as she made her way down 
the tree-shadowed street to school. She 
had seen Dick start a few minutes earlier 
from his home next door. 

“Five years ago he would have whistled 
for me to join him,” she thought rather 
bitterly. “Now, I suppose, that is beneath 
his dignity. I suppose the girls would 
think that I am teacher’s pet, anyway, if 
anything like that happened.” 

She was still in a bad humor as she went 
to the geometry class. nothing seemed to 
be going just right; all the teachers were 
cranky, too, and now she supposed she’d 
have to listen to a well-worn out story of 
angles and points and the shortest distance 
between them! It was stupid to have to 
take geometry over again this year. She 
had done well with it in her sophomore 
year, anyway, and why— 

“Miss Johnson, please come to the board 
and demonstrate this theorem,” she heard. 

What theorem was he talking about? 
She didn’t know. She could do it, if she 
only knew which it was! But she didn’t! 
She looked about wildly for help. 

Not a smile, nor a gleam of understand- 
ing in his eyes! She shook her head. 

“Please pay more attention after this, 
Miss Johnson. Next, Miss Dickinson, can 
you answer the question?” 

Hildred was positively furious—at her- 
self and at Dick Thomas. Why had he 
asked her a question when he must have 
known that she was miles away in 
thought? He knew that she could give the 
demonstration, too! He was just being 
superior. Well, she’d show him—horrid 
thing! She wouldn’t speak to him for a 
week, except when she just had to. 

_That afternoon she tried to carry out 
her threat. She was sitting on the porch 
studying when she heard a cheerful 
halloo. 

“Hey there, Hildred! Come out and 
have a set of tennis!” He was acting just 
as he had always done, before he was a 
teacher. Well—she wouldn’t. 

“No, thank you. I don’t care to play,” 
she answered primly. 

“Oh, come on! It will do you good.” 

“No, thank you, I say. I don’t care to 
play,” she repeated. F 
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“Well, if you wont, you wont, I suppose. 
What are you doing that is so interesting?” 
He seated himself on the step, casually, 


‘ just as he had always done. 
_ “Oh, geometry! It’s so fascinating under 


‘ 


, 
: 
: 
; 


“He is a dandy, isn’t he?” he grinned 
“Mighty mean, today, though, wasn’t he?” 

The gleam of resentment in her eyes 
yielded a bit to a twinkle of humor. 

“Yes, he has developed such a superiority 
complex that I am afraid of him,” she said 
-demurely. “What I’m worrying about is 


| my new teacher.” 


whether or not he’s too inexperienced to 
_ get us through our college board exams.” 


“Well, he'll try, at any rate. Oh, come 


on, Hildred! You know that geometry per- 


a.) ie? a ee 


fectly. Get your racket, and play a set.” 


Reluctantly she yielded that time, for 
‘she did enjoy playing tennis with him. But 
there was only a temporary truce in hos- 
tilities, and affairs went from bad to worse 
as the day passed by. A word here and 
‘there to the other girls, a shrug of the 
shoulders when she spoke of him, and she 
found that they, too, were ready to assume 


an attitude that was like her own. “He 
is too young. The school board should 
have given us someone older,” the whisper 


| 


t 


went round. And soon there was an un- 


comfortable feeling in the school, an un- 
_dercurrent of unhappiness and discontent. 
’ By Thanksgiving time Richard and Hil- 
dred were hardly on speaking terms out- 


- side of school, and in the schoolroom ad- 


3 


dressed each other with the most polite 


- formality. The two families looked on 
with amusement and yet with concern. 


The friendship between Richard and Hil- 
dred had always been so perfect, ever 
since their childhood, that it seemed a 
tragedy for anything to have interfered 
with it. Then Walter Johnson came home 
from college for the holiday. That made 


- matters still worse, for he did not under- 


stand the strained attitude between his 
sister and his friend, and expected every- 
thing to be as usual. 

“Say, Sis, what is the matter between 


- you and Dick?” he asked. 


“Well, he’s so stuck on himself, I can’t 


stand him!” 
“Dick Thomas! Stuck on himself! Oh, 
I say, Hildred, you’re crazy! You have 


some queer bee in your bonnet.” 

“You think so, but you don’t know, 
Walter!” Hildred was almost in tears. “All 
the girls in school think he is suffering 
from egoism and a superiority complex. 
He isn’t so much older and wiser than we 
are that he needs to put on such airs.” 


“But I’m sure that he wouldn’t. Besides, 
he does know no end of mathematics. He 
walked away with all the honors at col- 
lege.” 

“Maybe he knows, but he can’t teach. I 
know I’m going to fail in college board 
exams.” 

“Well, it will be your own fault, then. 
It won’t be Dick’s. He was the best tutor 
in college.” Walter spoke almost savagely. 

“Well—perhaps,” shrugged Hildred. “But 
I am not so sure.” 

Day followed day, and week followed 
week. Midyear examinations came, and 
Hildred failed in geometry. 

“What was the matter?” asked her father 
in-concern. 

“Oh, the examination was so. queer. 


THE LUTHERAN 


About half the girls failed. It was because 
Mr. Thomas doesn’t teach well.” 

“Ts that really true, Hildred?” asked her 
father sternly. “Remember, this is his first 
position, and he stands to win out or to 
lose for the future. If he cannot teach, the 
school board will have to go into the mat- 
ter. Remember, Hildred, when you say 
things like that, that your words may af- 
fect the whole future life of one who has 
always been your friend. Are you sure 
that Richard cannot teach, or is it some- 
thing in the attitude of the girls that makes 
it impossible for you to learn? You 
haven’t given him a quare deal, Hildred, 
I’m afraid.” 

Hildred looked serious. She had never 
thought of the situation from Dick’s point 
of view. Had they been fair, she won- 
dered? 

She sat in the classroom the next morn- 
ing as a critic upon herself and her friend. 
The boys in the class were working. But 
Leila Dickinson was polishing her finger 
nails, and Marie Gardiner was surrepti- 
tiously studying her French lesson for the 
next period, and Patty Gordon was idly 
drawing pretty girls on a sheet of paper. 
They had all failed in the midyear in 
geometry, she knew, and she wondered 
uncomfortably whether she had not been 
partially to blame—whether her attitude 
toward Richard had influenced them. 

“Well, there’s one thing certain. I’ve got 
to work, if I’m going to know anything for 
the college board exams,” Hildred said to 
herself. “I might as well see what I can 
get out of this lesson.” She deliberately 
paid attention during the rest of the period. 
He was making that theorem clear. She 
did really understand it! And she actually 
asked an intelligent question! Her self- 
respect returned a bit. Perhaps she wasn’t 
so stupid, after all. But Patty and Leila 
and Marie weren’t paying a bit of atten- 
tion, and didn’t even attempt to answer 
the questions given to them. She glanced 
at Dick, to see how he took their indif- 
ference, and was surprised to notice how 
much older and how worn he looked. She 
had not really looked at him for weeks 
before. Why, perhaps he was troubled, too, 
because he was not making good with 
them. 

(To be concluded) 


FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 


FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE, who died at the 
age of ninety, furnishes a unique example 
of fame. Her life work was accomplished 
more than a generation ago, and yet her 
name is a household word throughout 
Christendom. The example she set in the 
Crimea has stimulated many another 
woman to self-sacrifice, and has inspired 
more than one with heroic valor on the 
battlefield. She was a pioneer, and that, 
too, in a day when suffering was gen- 
erally accepted as a soldier’s lot, when 
efforts to ease his condition in camp and 
in hospital were looked upon as imprac- 
ticable. It is not necessary to give an 
extended sketch of Miss Nightingale here. 
It is sufficient to say that in 1854 her at- 
tention was called to the unsanitary con- 
ditions that prevailed in the British camps, 
and to the fact that more men were dying 
of disease than from wounds inflicted by 


- window one day, he exclaimed: 
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the enemy. She had studied nursing in 
different parts of the world, and she of- 
fered her services to the Minister of War. 
She went to the front; she organized re- 
lief; she established a kitchen and put the 
invalids upon special diets. A laundry was 
set up and cleanliness took the place of 
filth. The death rate, through her efforts, 
was reduced from sixty per cent to a lit- 
tle more than one per cent in the hos- 
pitals at Scutari. At Balaclava, on the 
other side of the Black Sea, she duplicated 
her Scutari success. She herself was 
stricken with fever, but she did not 
abandon her post, and at the close of the 
war she was hailed as the “Angel of the 
Crimea.” It is seldom that rare adminis- 
trative ability, supreme gentleness and 
boundless sympathy are to be found in the 
single individual, man or woman, but Miss 
Nightingale was director, nurse, friend, 
consolation to the rough spirits with whom 
she came in contact. Next to Queen Vic- 
toria she was the best loved among Eng- 
lish women.—Selected. 


DAISY DOES THE DISHES 
By Mabel E. Stanton 


I HaTED to wash all those dishes, 
And so I sneaked out here to play; 

But I can’t help thinking of mother, 
And what she is going to say. 


Because only this morning she praised me, 
And told me I helped her a lot; 

When she finds that big stack of dishes, 
Do you ’spose she will think I forgot? 


Well, here I am back in the kitchen, 
Those dishes are nearly all done; 
Wrong-doing just spoils all my playing, 
Right-doing makes everything fun! 
—Selected. 


HOUSEHOLD HINTS 


Cuocotate Cake. Two-thirds cup of 
butter, two cups of sugar, two eggs, one 
cup milk, three cups flour, two teaspoons 
soda, one cup hot water, six tablespoons 
chocolate. Mix butter and sugar and 
beaten eggs, add milk, sift flour and choc- 
olate, dissolve soda in the hot water. 


“PINEAPPLE SHERBET.—T wo pints of fresh 
or two cans of grated pineapple, one pint 
of sugar, one pint of water, one tablespoon 
of gelatin, one lemon. Chop the pine- 
apple, add sugar, water and lemon juice 
and gelatin, which should be first soaked 
in cold water and then dissolved in boiling 
water. Freeze. If canned pineapple is 
used, don’t use as much sugar.” 


SNOW GROWING ON BUSHES 


JAMES WAS visiTING his Southern cousin 
for the first time. While looking out the 
“Why, 
Mother, you said there was no snow in 
the South. Come, look at the balls of 
snow on the funny little bushes.” 

The Northern child had never seen a 
cottonfield before, and thought the white 
bolls of cotton growing on the bushes were 
snow.—Exchange. 
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“HE CARETH FOR YOU” 


Jesus Provides for Bodily Needs 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Mark 6: 30-44. The Sunday School Lesson for March 13 


JESUS HAS a broader concern for people 
than their bodies; He cares for them in 
respect to every need. The emphasis in 
this lesson is on the needs of the body. 
Some of these He met by wise planning, 
and others by miracle, but always sat- 
isfactorily. 

So much stress is put on making the 
bodies of people healthy and comfortable, 
that both legislation and private activity 
are directed toward it. The church, both 
through such effort as inner mission min- 
istration and through congregational 
means, seeks the welfare of human bodies. 
Many organizations are set up with this 
purpose uppermost. In fact, individually 
we give time and thought and money to 
keep ourselves well and provided with 
the necessities and comforts for living. 

In this lesson Jesus cared for the dis- 
ciples when they were weary and for the 
multitude when they were hungry. These 
two illustrations of His care indicate what 
may be expected of Him. At least they 
point to what He desires for people. How- 
ever, He does not rush in with miracles 
to counteract blunders and injustice— 
“man’s inhumanity to man”—but His at- 
titude and deeds suggest that His follow- 
ers should emulate Him and share in help- 
ing to meet people’s needs. 


Rest When Tired 


The disciples were men subject to bodily 
frailties. When they worked they tired. 
They had returned from the mission on 
which Jesus sent them. They had obeyed 
His orders; their report to Him showed 
that. They were eager to tell Him of their 
experiences, especially their success. But 
there was no opportunity to talk matters 
over, because of the people who gathered 
around Jesus. Jesus proposed crossing the 
sea for rest. The disciples needed and de- 
served this rest period. Besides, Jesus 
wanted to teach them privately, and He 
may have wanted to get beyond the juris- 
diction of threatening Herod. 

This was a gracious plan of Jesus; it 
showed His concern for His workers. He 
had no rules about hours per week, or the 
wage scale. Jesus’ plan was to do the 
work when and as it was needed. His 
workers were promised no easy path, or 
any short cut to fame or fortune. He spe- 
cified a high quality of work, and expected 
each man to turn out the best he could. 
The matter of hours was determined by 
the urgency of the task, and the pay was 
as He willed. But He knew when rest 
was needed and provided for it. This was 
not to be a leisure time without program, 
or a pleasure quest. It was needed rest 


so that they might be ready for more work. ° 


Help When Needed 
Jesus did not run the streets looking 
for needy persons to help. He did not 
peddle His miracle-working power; He 
used it when the need faced Him. He 
did not pauperize people by doing too much 


for them. He was generous but not prod- 
igal. He did not run from those who 
needed help; He helped them when they 
needed it, if the conditions justified. Jesus 
did not stand around, handing out samples 
of His works. He did not plan to adver- 
tise Himself by what He did. 

Having crossed the sea and spent some 
time with His disciples in quiet, Jesus 
faced the crowd. The people needed to 
be fed. It was a customary courtesy to 
feed these guests, since Jesus regarded 
Himself and His disciples as hosts of the 
crowd. The people were not offended 
when He left them and went by boat to 
the eastern shore. There were not boats 
enough for the crowd, so the people walked 
around the northern end of the lake and 
came down the other shore to where 
Jesus was. Jesus took their presence as 
an opportunity to teach His disciples and 
the crowd. He discussed the situation with 
the disciples and learned that they thought 
trying to provide food was too costly, if 
not impossible, and that the small supply 
available was not enough; so they sug- 
gested that Jesus send the people away. 
But Jesus told them to give the people 
food—an impossible order for them to 
carry out. But here was a need, as Jesus 
saw it, and He intended to meet it. The 
hungry people must be fed. 


Food When Hungry 

The matter could not be delayed. The 
food must be had on time. It could not 
be provided by ordinary means. Jesus re- 
sorted to a miracle. Five loaves and two 
fish were put in His hands; with this small 
supply what could be done? He issued 
the strange order that the people should 
be arranged in small groups on the grass. 
Strange, too, that the people did as they 
were told! Distribution began after Jesus 
had prayed. The disciples did the serving, 


THINK OF THESE 


THE EARNEST Christian worker finds 
pleasure in being able to make a report 
to Jesus of which he is not ashamed. 


The universal compassion of Jesus is not 
known by many who are most in need of 
it; suppose we tell them. 


If we have not a big gift, we have as- 
surance that Jesus can make our small 
gift multiply and do a great service. 


Bodily needs must be met, as well as 
spiritual needs. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


March 7-13 
M. Feeding the Hungry. Mark 6: 30-44, 
T. God Wants the Hungry Fed. Isaiah 58: 1-9. 
WwW. The, Honary Fed and Taught. John 21: 
Th. Feeding the Enemy. Romans 12: 10-21. 
F. Bread for the Hungry Soul. John 6: 41-51. 
Sat. No More Hunger! Revelation 7: 9-17. 
S. Life Abounding. Isaiah 35:1, 2, 5-10. 
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taking from Jesus’ hands the needed food. 
They must have felt queer, maybe a bit 
ashamed, as they carried the food, since 
they had so recently argued with Jesus 
that the people could not be fed. The 
supply was ample, and each disciple filled 
his basket with fragments. Nothing was 
wasted, and each worker received a full 
basket. The whole account is wonderful— 
too full of wonders for us to comprehend it. 
Jesus might have done otherwise; He 
might have dismissed the people with a 
word of advice about getting back to the 
city to buy food, lest they get too hungry. 
He might have chided them for not pro- 
viding their own food before starting on 
this trip. He might have been utterly in- 
different to their presence or need. But 
that was not His way. What was needed 
at the moment He provided. This was a 
bodily need; He met it as only He could. 
May we infer that the immediate need of 
a person, or persons, near at hand is our 
first obligation? Dare we spurn these 
bodily needs? Is it contrary to the pur- 
pose of the Gospel for Christians to con- 
cern themselves in caring for these needs, 
both their own and of others? Perhaps 
we would deserve more credit if we dab- 
bled less in the needs of people. who are 
remote from us and bothered more about 
the needs of the near-at-hand persons. 


STRUGGLE OF 
AMBITION 


OuR HEART goes out to the young people 
who are in the midst of a struggle of am- 
bition. When a young man has an am- 
bition for a college education but cannot 
see where the money is coming from to 
put him through, he has a struggle that 
is unbelievably hard. Only one who has 
gone through it knows what it means to 
him. If he feels called to the ministry, 
and is conscientiously seeking to prepare 
himself for this calling, he has plenty of 
ambition, but the intensity of his struggle 
to find financial support for seven years 
is beyond description. His struggle is all 
the more pathetic when his parents are 
unable to “see him through,” or even to 
help him through the first year, though 
they have as deep ambition for him as he 
has for himself. 

It used to be said, “Where there is a 
will, there is a way,” but it seems that 
times have changed. Plenty of ambitious 
young people have enough will to do, but 
the way for doing appears to be a dead- 
end path. What an opportunity for conse- 
crated Christians of wealth to share just 
a little with these splendid, ambitious 
young people, so that they can realize 
their ambition! What a joy in later years 
to know that by a bit of timely help it 
was made possible for a fine minister of 
the Gospel to get on his way through col- 
lege and seminary! 

Be it said to their credit, many of these 
ambitious young people do struggle 
through successfully. They win a victory 
over dreaded circumstances. They can 
wear deserved laurels the rest of their — 
life. The struggle is hard, often long, but 
enough come through it triumphantly to 
give encouragement to each one who may 
now be in such a struggle. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


LOOKING UNTO JESUS— 


THE SCOPE OF HIS POWER 
EpuHEsians 1: 17-23 


Power Is a characteristic word of the 
New Testament. The Greek word is the 
origin of our word dynamite. It is a mighty 
word and one that challenges the imagina- 
tion. Paul delights in applying it to Christ. 


‘\It changes our whole conception of the 


meek and lowly Nazarene. To Paul He 
was a mighty force, the greatest power in 
‘the universe, so great that he found no 
adequate words with which to describe 


_ Him. In the passage we have assigned for 


: 


study with this topic we find words fairly 
‘tumbling over one another in Paul’s effort 
to express the glorious might of Christ. 


'. The power that Paul and the rest of the 


New Testament writers ascribed to Christ 
was not the result of purely academic 


reasoning. They were not simply observ- 
- ers of the power of Christ. This power had 
' gripped them. Maclaren said, “How do we 


. its force.” 


know the power of Christ? By thrilling to 
Paul had felt the power of 
Christ in his own life and it had lifted 
him, made him over, changed him into a 
new person. He was so sure of this power 
that all fear was banished. He could dare 
persecution and death in the assurance 
that Christ was able to save, even to the 
uttermost. 


Power Over Nature 
There is no question about the teaching 


- of the New Testament with regard to 


miracles. Jesus, as the Son of God, had 
the power of God. The laws that govern 
nature are made by God. If we believe 
the deity of Christ, it is not difficult to 
believe that He was master of the laws of 
nature. There is nothing so daunting to 
faith in the thought that He Who takes 
the water through the long process through 
roots, and stems, and vine, and grapes, to 
make it into wine, should have the power 
to make the change from water into wine 
in a moment. He Who set the laws that 
govern the wind and waves must surely 
speak with authority to the storm. We 
are not surprised that His “Peace, be 
still!” could calm the waves of Galilee. 
The very beauty of the character of 


. Jesus could well foretell the resurrection. 


What other ending could there be to such 
a life? If there was power to live the life 
of love as Jesus lived it, certainly death 
could not hold Him. 

He still has power upon which we can 
well call in our battle with the forces of 
nature. The scientist using all the ac- 
cumulated knowledge of the ages, with a 
prayer on his lips, will make discoveries 
he otherwise would never have made. Call 
the physician for the ill, and do all that is 
humanly possible to bring back health, 
still there are those mysterious spiritual 
resources that prayer secures, and the 
obedient prayer of faith still saves the sick. 
Even the nations must work out in due 
time their destiny under God. There is 


power in Christ, if only we had the faith 
to use it, to end poverty and war. He is 
the King of kings. 


Power Over Minds 


There is the Kingdom of Ideas, too, 
where Jesus rules. Let us clearly under- 
stand that Jesus is the truth. Our little 
human minds are inclined to boast at our 
ever-increasing knowledge. In these new 
and venturous times experiments in gov- 
ernment are being tried in which God does 
not figure. Indeed the teachings of Jesus 
conflict so sharply with the deeper pur- 
poses of our modern dictators that sub- 
stitutes for Christianity are being devised 
to satisfy the human demand for religion. 
When men think wrong, they find them- 
selves in mortal combat with the Good 
Teacher. Communism with its dependence 
on the hatred of classes, Naziism with its 
promotion of the hatred of races, and every 
ism that violates the law of love, must 
consistently war with Christ. 

The power of Christ is the power of 
truth. If we can know what Jesus would 
think about anything, we will know what 
we ought to think. This is both hard and 
easy. It is easy to know what Jesus would 
think about the great divisive social evils. 
It is easy to know what Jesus would think 
about the vices that spoil the beauty of 
human character. But it is not so easy to 
apply the truth as we know it. 


Power Over Hearts 


The power of Christ reaches out to hu- 
man hearts. Ultimately Paul followed 
Christ not because he believed in His 
power over the forces of nature, or be- 
cause he believed in the truth of His 
thinking, but because of the appeal of His 
love. “We love Him because He first loved 
us,” is the burden of New Testament 
teaching. “If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments,” was the appeal of Jesus Him- 
self, It was the drawing power of the up- 
lifted Christ that tied Paul to Him with 
bonds of love that could not be broken. 

After all, the dependence of Jesus upon 
love was the wisest dependence of all. 
History is full of examples of world lead- 
ership that has been built upon natural 
forces. This leadership has always failed. 
Yet our day sees Lutheran pastors set be- 
hind prison bars or sent to concentration 
camps in the same attempt to quell the 
spirit by force. The Jewish race suffers 
untold deprivations in the same attempt 
to rule men’s spirits by using force upon 
their bodies. So it goes the world over, 
dictators are still seeking to build and 
maintain their kingdoms by force. In the 
end they will fail because their way is 
not the way of Jesus. 

Others seek to rule the world by intel- 
lect alone. They boast of the power of 
mind over matter and by their genius seek 
to perfect a structure for human society 
that will bring in the millenium. In their 
studies and their laboratories they plan 
and experiment to find the solution to all 
the problems of men. Their dependence 


is better than the dependence of the dic- 
tators, but the human mind alone never 
will discover the way out of the world’s 
confusion. 

But love lives on. The power of Christ 
is the power of love. When love directs 
the forces of this material world, when 
love rules the genius of man’s mind, then 
there is hope of that brotherhood of man- 
kind toward which the world’s wise men 
have looked forward. 


Sanctifying and Saving Power 

This Christ whose power Paul could not 
find words adequately to describe is our 
Saviour. Before the ascension He said, 
“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.” He also said with regard 
to His disciples, “My Father is greater 
than all and no man shall be able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hands.” His 
power is able to save the souls of men. 

Nothing the soul needs is lacking in 
Christ. The soul needs to be convicted 
of its sin. No one could face Christ with- 
out the pricking of his conscience and the ~ 
confession of his sin. The soul needs 
guidance for life. No one could find 
clearer statements of the principles by 
which one should live than Jesus taught 
and lived. The soul needs an understand- 
ing and sympathetic God. No one could 
know us better than Christ, “Who was 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
was without sin.” He knows every trial 
that we must meet. We can pray to Him 
with the assurance that He hears and un- 
derstands. He offers full and free forgive- 
ness to those who will accept. The soul 
needs power for life and power for death, 
and this power is ours by faith. 

Faith is like the canal dug from the 
lowland into the ocean. All man needs 
to do is to open the channel. Then the 
mighty power of the sea sends the water 
through the open way. The mighty power 
of the love of Jesus Christ awaits our 
opening of the way by faith and it will 
come into our hearts to overflow them. 

There is a story of a girl who faced 
tremendous handicaps in her home of pov- 
erty and her family of ne’er-do-wells. 
Christ came into her life through the min- 
istry of an Inner Mission worker. She 
made a brave and successful attempt to 
live a Christian life, but O, how she felt 
her weakness. Then her friend was called 
to another field and she was so fearful 
of the future. The farewell words of her 
friend became the guide to her long and 
useful Christian life—“Thou shalt not be 
overcome.” All the mighty power of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is back of every 
promise the Gospel offers us. That power 
is ours in the measure of our faith. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, March 20. There 
may be fruitful discussion on the applica- 
tion of the Gospel to the world situation 
today. Is Jesus Christ increasing in in- 
fluence over world affairs, or not? Next 
topic: “Log Cabins, Movie Houses, Dance 
Halls, and THEN.” 
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The Reconciling Christ 


By Various Authors. Issued by Henry 
St. George Tucker, D.D., Bishop of Vir- 
ginia and Presiding Bishop. Harper and 
Brothers, New York. Pages 163. Price, 
$1.00. 


The Presiding Bishop’s Book for Lent in 
1938 is based on the general subject of 
Reconciliation through Christ. Brief med- 
itations and prayers are offered for each 
day in Lent. Eight authors treat the sub- 
ject in general for the first week and sub- 
divisions of the general subject each suc- 
ceeding week. The meditations develop 
the subject and do not deal with the Pas- 
sion of Christ until the Last Week. Though 
scriptural in content, they do not often use 
a text or a specific passage of scripture 
as the basis of the meditation. 

These meditations attempt to relate the 
reconciliation through Christ to present 
problems. The individual’s need of repent- 
ance and faith is meditated. However, 
much more space is used for the discus- 
sion of various phases of social life as full 
reconciliation would affect them. The va- 
rious problems are mentioned, general 
statements of the solution through recon- 
ciliation are presented, but specific solu- 
tions are always difficult to define and 
apply. These writers seem to be burdened 
especially with the weaknesses and dis- 
tressful effects of a divided church. When 
we meditated with these writers we won- 
dered if their statements about the need 
for a united witness will modify in the 
least the attitude and practices of the 
group they represent on this problem of 
our time. The sub-division entitled, Re- 
conciliation through the Sacraments, in- 
cludes six acts as Sacraments. The devo- 
tional spirit is well maintained throughout 
the entire book. It is timely and will give 
direction to the work and to spiritual ex- 
ercise for the furtherance of the Gospel 
wherever rightly used. 

M. L. Stmewatr. 


Ask and It Shall Be Given You 


By Ida Goepp Pierson. Wm. B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Pages 140. Price, $1.00. 


This is a careful examination of the 255 
prayers in the Old Testament and the 209 
in the New Testament made by Mrs. Ida 
Goepp Pierson. The finished task is a 
message which has a cumulative cyclopedic 
quality, for Mrs. Pierson made her notes 
during the forty years she was a mis- 
sionary. 

This little book finally came to press 
when her husband, after Mrs. Pierson’s 
death, put together all the unfinished 
studies. 

But these pages are more than the re- 
sult of mere study of specified references 
—the book is a convincing statement sup- 
ported by evidence direct “from the life 
of a great pray-er,” for Mrs. Pierson was 
diligent “in.season and out.” 

Chapter V, The Prayers of Jesus, gives 


fresh meaning to each of the twenty-eight 
recorded prayers of the Master. 

The little book will prove its value in 
use. The style and composition of paper 
and print are not perfect, but the in- 
trinsic worth of the contents of the book 
compensates for mechanical lacks. There 
is need for more plain statement on prayer 
—and those statements which can be based 
on the experiences which faithful mission- 
aries, ministers and laymen find time to 
record will always be priceless. It may 
well be that this book will be a challenge 
to some missionary, minister or layman— 
or other pray-er to begin a new set of 
notes which may in another forty years 
develop into a book as trustworthy as 
Mrs. Pierson’s “Ask and It Shall Be Given 
Youn AmeELIA D, Kemp. 


Christian Prayer 


By W. Arndt, Professor at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. Price, 60 cents. 


This booklet of sixty-seven closely 
printed pages presents a fine compendium 
on the subject of Christian Prayer. In its 
twenty-four chapters one finds discussed 
every fundamental subject connected with 
this Means of Virtue. The book is written 
in a strikingly attractive style with per- 
tinent illustrations drawn from the Sacred 
Scriptures and from the experiences of 
many who have held prominent places in 
the missionary and philanthropic activ- 
ities of the church. 

The discussion of the various subjects 
relative to prayer is consistently scrip- 
tural and practical. The book deserves a 
place in the library of every Christian. 

E. F. Krauss. 


Burning Question 


By Louis Wallis. Willet, Clarke and 
Company, New York and Chicago. Pages 
110. Price, 75 cents. 


This is a small volume dealing with the 
ever-present problem of taxation and its 
ramified consequences. That is undoubt- 
edly the reason for the title. Taxation, 
just now, is, indeed, a burning question, 
and this little book is instructive reading. 

The author develops the thesis favoring 
land tax to relieve tax on production. He 
reminds one, naturally, of Henry George 
and his book, “Progress and Poverty.” 
However, he claims disagreement with 
Henry George’s philosophy in that George’s 
distinction between values created by so- 
ciety and those created by individuals 
cannot be clearly maintained. Neverthe- 
less, for social, political and industrial rea- 
sons he advocates George’s fiscal program. 

In seven brief chapters the author en- 
deavors to explain how present taxation 
defeats slum clearance, how the present 
law contradicts itself, how industry labors 
under the double pressure of taxes on pro- 
duction and -ground rental, how social 
problems are connected with land spec- 
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ulation, how purchasing power is dimin- 
ished by ground rental, how machine in- 
dustry immediately conflicted with land 
control, and how our present taxation sys- 
tem developed in English history. The last 
chapter is very effective. 

The book also digresses with the fun- 
damental thesis of Marx by shifting guilt 
for our present social condition from cap- 
pital to land monopoly and speculation. 

One must not be a “single taxer” to read 
this book with profit. It seems to have 
been written hurriedly. There is repeti- 
tion and the reader is occasionally left in 
haziness. But it is a small volume well 
worth the time of reading. 

HERMANN F. MILyer. 


Genesis 


Outlines and Notes for Bible Classes. 
By H. J. Stolee, Th.M. Augsburg Pub- 


- lishing House, Minneapolis, Minn, Pages 


167. Price, $1.00. 


Any book is to be welcomed whose aim 
is to secure a better knowledge of the 
contents of the Bible, of which the youth 
of today are lamentably ignorant. That 
is the aim of this book, and it will serve 
as a useful handbook among those for 
whom it was prepared. It is written in 
simple, clear English, in a devout spirit. 
The author is sure that Moses wrote 
Genesis, which is a matter of faith, but 
when he states that “it is the opinion of 
all the most scholarly students of the 
Christian Church,” that is a matter of in- 
formation and needs documentation and 
not merely assertion. He is right in stating 
that Genesis does not teach evolution. 
Evolution is a theory of science, and the 
Bible does not teach science. 

We commend the book for its purpose. 

H. C. ALLEMAN. 


Asleep in Jesus 


By Pastor John Henry Hartenberger. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Mo. 1937. Pages 135. Price, $1.25. 


This is a helpful little book of funeral 
sermons, most of which were prepared and 
delivered by the author for members of 
his own congregation. In the list are ser- 
mons for people of different ages and va- 
rious church relationships, including in- 
fants, young people, adults, elderly mem- 
bers, soldiers, teachers, pastors, and other 
church officials. The last two addresses 
included in this collection were delivered 
at the author’s own funeral by two of his 
brother ministers. 

These sermons are scriptural in their 
content, and are full of genuine comfort 
for sorrowing Christians whose loved ones 
have fallen “Asleep in Jesus.” These dis- 
courses, while commending the faithful- 
ness of the deceased, do not indulge in 
unwarranted eulogies or false hopes, but 
they offer timely help for the living. They 
should be of great help to pastors in their 
preparation of messages for similar occa- 
sions in their congregations. They will no 
doubt be read with edification and soul 
satisfaction by many of God’s people, both 
ministers and laymen. J. L. Morcan. 
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GOOD FRIDAY A HOLIDAY 


’ February 11, 1938. 
Tue LUTHERAN, 
1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
. Gentlemen: 
P) ENCLOSED is copy of a letter addressed to 
“Illinois Senator James H. Lewis which is 
- self-explanatory and to which I have not 
“received a reply. As concerted action is 
necessary for a matter of this kind to re- 
“ceive attention, I thought perhaps you 

would give the subject consideration in 
Tue LurHErAN, to which I subscribe. 
i Perhaps others would write to their 
state representatives if a list of the sen- 
ators’ names and states was published with 
the article. 
I shall appreciate an expression from 
; pyou in this connection. 

Yours very truly, 
Howarp D. HENDRICKSEN. 

“1229 N. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 


Chicago, Il., 
January 27, 1938. 
., My dear Senator: 

The world has just celebrated the birth 
of our Lord and the Christian is now 
approaching the most important time of 
the calendar year when we go with our 
Saviour to the Cross, His Crucifixion, 
Death and Resurrection. 

For some years I have wondered why 
we as a Christian nation have not ob- 
served Good Friday as a holy day, when 
all business shall cease. Since specified 
days in the calendar year have been set 
aside in honor of mortal men, certainly 
one day should be set aside to honor the 
One Who died for our sins and was 
raised from the dead that they might be 
forgiven. 

If we are truthfully to call ourselves 
a Christian nation, then let us show it 
by having the courage to enact a law 
making Good Friday a holy day to com- 
memorate His death. 

I shall appreciate an expression from 
you in regard to this matter. 

Howarp D. HENDRICKSEN. 


MOVIE ENJOYED 


San Jose, Calif., 
February 11, 1938. 

THE COMMITTEE of the Board of American 
Missions of the United Lutheran Church 
presented “A Master-Work” in producing 
the “voice picture,” “The Thunder of the 
Sea.” It made a profound impression for 
good in our city. Eagerly awaiting every 
following scene, the people were alert and 

very receptive in receiving the instruction 
the words and pictures brought; reluctantly 
the audience arose, expecting more. “More 
of the good lessons for us,’ was a pre- 
vailing opinion. 

Grace Church joined Bethel Church in 
this service; and, it is reported that here 
the picture found the largest number of 
grateful worshipers in attendance. O, that 
more such deeply inspiring truths might 
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be placed before our people. Unto all the 
churches that are awaiting these pictures, 
unto you,—we who have enjoyed them, 
say: A profound blessing is coming to you. 
Therefore, do what your Christian priv- 
ilege offers you; fill your churches with 
eager souls to learn that the “Kingdom of 
God is coming” and these picture truths 
will help bring it; as Christ’s parables 
brought the Kingdom of God to others. 
One of the grateful ones who was priv- 
ileged to see and hear “The Thunder of 
the Sea.” Emit Meyer, Pastor. 


NON-COMMUNING MEM- 
BERS—HOW SHALL THE 
CHURCH DEAL WITH 
THEM? 


Richmond Hill, N. Y., 
February 13, 1938. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

I HAVE HESITATED to answer G. D. Keister’s 
letter because the first thought that came 
to mind when I read his letter was this: 
“Are we becoming Pharisaical?” How- 
ever, the thought persists. Cannot our 
ministers think of something more impor- 
tant than to sit in judgment of our mem- 
bership and to classify our members ac- 
cording to the frequency with which they 
commune? 

In some of the older churches of this 
city, and perhaps elsewhere also, they have 
a fairly good percentage of members who 
never step inside the church excepting for 
communion on Good Friday or Easter Sun- 
day. It has always seemed to me that they 
come for this “spiritual bath” just as they 
probably take a physical bath on Satur- 
day evening, because in their early youth 
they were taught to do so. 

But what right has any one to set him- 
self up to judge whether such members 
are better than those who do not com- 
mune once a year? I can conceive of 
many reasons why a man or woman may 
not feel that he or she can partake of the 
Body and the Blood of our Lord worthily 
at the time of the stated communion day. 
I base this on the explanation of my old 
pastor who confirmed me as a boy of four- 
teen and who made the communion serv- 
ice very impressive. Therefore if you ask 
me whether a member should be suspended 
for failure to commune I'll say “No.” 

If on the other hand you have reference 
to the rule which some of our synods have 
that a member who fails to commune and 
also fails to contribute to the support of 
the church for a period of two or three 
years, shall not be considered an active 
member, then I'll agree. Failure to con- 
tribute for a period of two or three years 
certainly implies failure to attend services 
during that period and therefore is fairly 
good evidence of loss of interest. I would 
hesitate to approve of informing such 
members of their suspension because I 
question the accuracy of such statistics in 
many of our parishes. 

Of course, since I do not approve of 
such suspension, with the exception of 
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suspension for both failure to commune 

and contribute, I naturally do not approve 

of a formal reinstatement, unless of course 
the member desires to make another public 
confession of faith. 

In connection with this question of sus- 
pension for failure to commune or con- 
tribute, may I inquire whether any ac- 
curate method has been found for deter- 
mining “failure to contribute”? 

I know that failure to use the duplex 
envelopes is often accepted as evidence of 
failure to attend, but I consider it very 
unreliable evidence. In our large congre- 
gations, the pastor’s recollection or the 
church board member’s recollections can- 
not be accepted evidence. What we need 
is something equivalent to a roll call 
which will permit of a follow-up of de- 
linquents before they become too delin- 
quent and we will then automatically solve 
many, if not all, of the parish problems 
of attendance, support, communing, etc. If 
we cannot solve this problem (and I doubt 
whether we can), then we must find a 
means of systematic visitation by men 
trained to do this. Perhaps some day some 
of our really wealthy Lutherans will en- 
dow a fund for the establishment of spe- 
cial training courses for parish workers 
bringing into our church work our Dale 
Carnegies, Elmer Wheelers, etc. 

I think that in order to fully understand , 
what is behind the questions raised by 
G. D. Keister, it is necessary to have a 
clear picture of the composition of a church 
membership. The best that I have ever 
heard was the one given by the Rev. Dr. 
Leitzell in his “on the spur of the moment” 
address at the last meeting of the defunct 
Lutheran Brotherhood of Brooklyn and 
Long Island, many years ago. He classified 
church membership into three groups: 
(a) Those who join the church to attain 

salvation for their souls. 

(b) Those who belong to the church be- 
cause of the sociability obtainable in 
this way. 

(c) Those who are in the church because 
of a desire to serve the church. 

This classification of course implies a 
Maximum Degree of Faith in Class A and 
minimum desire for service and, of course, 
variable quality of faith in the other 
groups with a maximum desire to serve 
their fellowmen or their God or both. 

It seems to me that this three-fold clas- 
sification carries with it a challenge to our 
clergy and to our laity for a better mixing 
or better still, merging of our membership, 
which, if attained, would solve G. D. 
Keister’s problems. May I close with the 
suggestion that the solution of this prob- 
lem will be a more worthy discussion for 
our clergy—and if you prefer, also for our 
laity—than a discussion of dropping or 
suspension of membership? 

Faithfully yours, 
Herman H. STICHT. 


MANY PEOPLE are electric lights away 
from home, but just dim candles at home. 
They drop their smiles and happiness just 
outside their own door and pick them up 
again when they go out. If we use plenty 
of smiles and cheerfulness at home, we 
will find that we have much more when 
we are away from home.—Selected. 
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INDIA INKLINGS 
By the Rev. L. W. Slifer 


AFTER THE MANY Christmas festivals the 
latter part of December and first half of 
January, and a few days of regular tour- 
ing, the missionaries again gathered in 
Rajahmundry for sessions of committees 
and council January 24-29. The main pur- 
pose of the meeting at this time was the 
preparation of the budget for the year, 
July 1938 to June 1939, for submission to 
the Board so that they may act on the 
same at their April meeting and inform 
us of their action before the opening of 
our fiscal year in July. Unless we have 
definite information as to our budget we 
cannot properly make admissions to our 
hostels, open our schools, nor begin a 
great number of things which once begun 
must continue through the year, and which 
depend largely for their support upon our 
American subsidy. Budgeting so far ahead 
presents many difficulties, but has so far 
proven the only satisfactory method. 

It may be of interest to know how this 
budgeting is done. Sometime ago forms 
were sent out to all persons in charge of 
work calling for details under each kind 
of work as, for instance, school, hostel, 
conveyance, etc., under Council and Gos- 
pel Work, schools, seminary, etc., under 
‘the Church. These budgets must be sup- 
ported by all relevant facts, as, for in- 
stance, a copy of the pay roll for Decem- 
ber, actual expenditures and receipts dur- 
ing the preceding twelve months, and any 
other information available. From the 
total forecast expenditure is deducted the 
amount expected to be realized as Indian 
receipts by way of offerings, fees for school 
or hostel, and grants by government in 
aid of our educational work. The balance 
remaining is the amount which the insti- 
tution or congregations comprised in a 
Taluk (county) field request from the 
home church by way of American subsidy. 

All the budgets thus prepared are com- 
pared and scrutinized by our Joint Finance 
Committee, of which the mission treasurer 
is chairman, or by some sub-committee 
appointed by it, and every effort is made 
to assign the funds available to the work 
in the most equitable manner possible that 
the best interests of all the work may be 
advanced. This report of the Joint Finance 
Committee is then made to the General 
Work and Women’s Work Committees and 
to the Andhra Church, where everyone 
who has budgets under the work is rep- 
resented. It is subject here to revision in 
the light of the experience of all. This 
seems to be the most effective way of 
budgeting that we can devise, and keeps 
before each one of us the needs and oppor- 
tunities of the whole work and prevents 
us from thinking that our own particular 
work is more important than any other 
simply because we do not know the pecu- 
liar needs and problems. 


$107,000 


The Women’s Work Budget was not hard 
to determine this year, as it had been set 
for the biennium, and so with a few ad- 
justments to meet changes in the work 
they decided to carry on with the same 
budget as last year. 

The General Work problem was more 
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difficult. The anticipated return of a num- 
ber of men from furlough, the placing in 
work of new men, and the consequent 
separation of fields which had previously 
been combined temporarily, made many 
adjustments necessary. The demands of 
rapid growth in some areas and opening 
doors in others, the facing of severe losses 
in grant because of the new policies of 
government in village schools and the pos- 
sibility of even better grants in our better 
organized schools, and many minor con- 
siderations had to be weighed. After the 
fullest discussion and consideration, it was 
felt that we could do no less than ask the 
Board for $107,000 with which to carry on 
for the year 1938-39. It was found impos- 
sible to adjust to any less amount without 
a further severe cutting of our work in 
some of its important aspects. This is about 
$3,000 more than received last year under 
all heads, including cyclone damage re- 
pair fund. President Herman’s cheering 
words received by us the day after Council 
closed via The Foreign Missionary for 
January, carry a ray of hope that the 
Board may find it possible to grant the 
sum asked for. 

This amount will be divided forty-seven 
and fifty-three per cent respectively be- 
tween the work still under Council and 
that under the church. In addition each 
body asks for an additional amount neces- 
sary if the cuts in the salaries of native 
workers are to be restored. 


$250,000 


While we are wondering whether we 
have asked more than the home church 
is willing to give for our great work out 
here, news comes of the dedication at 
Belur, six miles from Calcutta, of a new 
temple of the Ramakrishna Math on Jan- 
uary 14. The temple has cost to date 
$300,000, of which amount $250,000 has 
been contributed from America by Miss 
Helen Rubel and Mrs. Anna Worcester, 
who attended the opening and saw in- 
stalled a marble statue of Sri Ramakrishna. 
The building, which measures 223 x 109 
feet and attains a height of 112 feet, will 
cost another $100,000 to complete, when it 
will represent the fulfillment of a cher- 
ished desire of Swami Vivekananda, the 
greatest of Ramakrishna’s disciples. The 
sacred remains of the founder of the Math 
were deposited in the new temple. 

We could not help wondering what our 
mission would do with such a gift as this 
if received as a “special” for our work. I 
do not know what our mission would de- 
cide, but my vote would be to give the 
mission share to the construction of one 
thousand prayer houses in as many vil- 
lages where our congregations are wor- 
shiping under the trees, or in the porch 
of an elder’s house, or in a cattleshed 
cleared for the purpose, or in the shade 
of a few leaves or a blanket hung over 
poles, or at best in a thatch roof shed sub- 
ject to the dust and dirt that blows, and 
the chickens, animals and children that 
wander hither and thither in the Indian 
village. How much it would mean for wor- 
ship and instruction and order and sanc- 
tity in these thousand villages! When we 
read of such a gift as this to erect a temple 
to house the mortal remains and the 
marble statue of Ramakrishna, it does not 
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seem that missions are costing the Chris- 
tian Church so much after all. 


Assignments 


Assignment of missionaries is always an 
interesting item of Council, both to those 
on the field and to those at home. For no 
one knows when a suggestion may be © 
made that will change his whole life work, 
even though he may not apparently be 
one of those to be placed. This year, be- 
cause of the large number of men to be 
assigned, the committee’s report was heard 
with even more than usual interest. This 
report, as those of all committees, is sub- 
ject to the criticism and vote of the whole 
body. There was not very much discus- 
sion—on the contrary a surprising una- 
nimity of opinion as to the best placing 
of those to be assigned. 


The Rev. A. F. A. Schmitthenner goes 
back to his former work at Yelleshwaram; 
the Rev. Robert S. Oberly to the Tallapudi 
field and agency work, which has been 
doubled up with Tanuku since July of 
1935 for lack of men. The Rev. Dr. George 
Gesler will take charge of Dowlaishwaram 
from Dr. S. C. Burger, who will go on 
furlough. Dr. M. L. Dolbeer will go to 
Rajahmundry for the town work and 
Korukonda district, which it is hoped will 
leave some of his time free for calls to 
other fields to assist in Sudra Camp and 
special evangelistic work. The Rev. H. H. 
Moyer will go to Narasaravupet-Vinu- 
konda field, and the Rev. Luther Gotwald 
will relieve the Rev. Leon E. Irschick at 
Tanuku as the latter goes on furlough. 
All these appointments will take place from 
the time of the return of the men in Octo- 
ber to January next. 


Of the Women’s Work representatives 
Miss Jessie Thomas will return to her for- 
mer work at Mangalamandiram and in 
addition take over the Mohammedan work 
while Miss Edna Engle is on furlough. Miss — 


Edith Eykamp will go to Narasaravupet — 


and Miss Emma Johnson to Tenali. Miss 
Christie Zimmerman will go to Bapatla 
and Miss Annie Sanford come to Guntur, 
where she will assist Miss Thomas in evan- 
gelistic work. Dr. Arline Beal will return 
to her former work at Kugler Hospital and 
Dr. Gladys Morgan go to Chirala where 
she will relieve Dr. DeRemer, who goes 
on furlough. 


The Council sessions were cheered by 
news from our sick ones, who have had 
many anxious thoughts turned their way 
in the past few months. Miss Emma Baer 
has returned from her long stay in the 
Madras General Hospital to her work at 
Rentichintala. Dr. Grace Moyer is making 
good progress at Madanapalle, and we look 
forward to seeing her with us again in 
the hills during the hot season. 


Council ceased its busy sessions for a 
few minutes to write our beloved Dr. L. L. 
Uhl a letter of congratulation on his at- 
taining his ninetieth birthday. The span 
of his life almost measures that of our 
mission, and what marvelous changes God 
has permitted him to witness and used 
him as an instrument effectively in bring- 
ing about. We love and honor Dr. Uhl 
for what he has been and done in India 
and wish him quiet peace for years ahead. 
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| GEORGIA-ALABAMA SYNOD 


(Continued from page 9) 


Work Among Negroes 


- The synod watched with interest for the 
report of its year-old Commission on Negro 
‘Work. Considerable interest had been 
aroused in the proposal that Lutheran 
swork among negroes in the South be be- 
. The twenty-third annual convention 
of the synodical Women’s Missionary So- 
eiety expressed its deep interest in the 
proposal for the “beginning of work among 
negroes in the South” and pledged its 
“hearty co-operation in the promotion of 
‘this work.” The convention, however, was 
mn for a disappointment when the commis- 
sion simply recommended that it be con- 
tinued in order to co-operate on behalf 
‘of the synod in any definite plan which 
“may yet be adopted by the United Lu- 
theran Church. 
- The history of the Negro Work idea in 
the Georgia-~Alabama Synod goes back to 
‘the year 1936 when this body in annual 
convention at Savannah memorialized the 
“United Lutheran Church. The Columbus 
“Convention adopted the principle therein 
enunciated, acknowledging the United Lu- 
“theran Church’s “due share of respon- 
sibility for the effective administration of 
‘the Gospel and all its benefits to the 
“negroes of the South.” The remainder of 
ithe memorial, which, among other things, 
mproposed that “if work is begun, to give 
yconsideration to a plan which the proper 
xofficials of the Georgia-Alabama Synod 
/ will be prepared to submit,” was referred 
‘to a special commission, the members of 
“which should represent the Board of 
» American Missions, the Inner Mission 
Board, the Board of Education, and the 
“Georgia-Alabama Synod. During the in- 
“terim this group has been at work on the 
“matter, studying the same from all angles. 
“Their report is now ready for the Execu- 
“tive Board. It seems improbable that 
“anything will be initiated before the Bal- 
“timore Convention and the matter will 
ae be brought to the convention by 
ithe Executive Board. Meanwhile, it is not 
too much to say that the thing the officials 
/of the Georgia-Alabama Synod had in 
»mind is definitely and permanently set 
vaside by the United Lutheran Church’s 
Fl Commission. 


Preaching Mission and 
Evangelism 

_ The Committee on Evangelism, the Rev. 
_R. B. Setzer chairman, gave a good ac- 
count of its efforts to stir the synod to 

definite and concerted evangelistic activ- 
ity. The matter of the desirability of a 
_ synod-wide Preaching Mission was re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee. The 
evangelistic emphasis of the Anniversary 
_ Appeal was stressed and all pastors were 
“urged to co-operate whole-heartedly in 
that phase, as in all other phases, of the 
' celebration of the twentieth anniversary of 
‘the United Lutheran Church in America. 
_ After much discussion of the financial 
aspect of the Anniversary Appeal, the 
president of synod, the presidents of the 
two conferences and synod’s chairman of 
the financial department of the Anniver- 
sary Appeal were instructed to consuit 

with the proper officers of the Board of 
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American Missions in the setting of a 
feasible financial objective for the effort 
in the synod. 

The report of the Parish and Church 
School Committee, the Rev. G. H. C. Park 
chairman, indicated that it had been an 
important link in connecting the synod’s 
congregations and their parish educational 
interests with the Parish and Church 
School Board of the United Lutheran 
Church. In recent times the activities of 
this committee have been multiplied, and 
its report gave evidence of improvements 
all along the line of parish education. 


Officers Re-elected 


All officers whose terms expired were 
re-elected as follows: Secretary, the Rev. 
W. A. Reiser, Augusta; treasurer, Dr. 
R. L. Gnann, Savannah; statistical secre- 
tary, Mr. D. E. Wilson, Atlanta; archivist, 
the Rev. C. A. Linn, Ph.D., Savannah. 
Newly elected executive committeemen- 
at-large were: J. L. Yost, D.D.. of Atlanta, 
and Mr. E. V. Barnes of Macon. 

Trustees of institutions elected were: 
Newberry College, the Rev. W. J. Ducker, 
Macon, and Mr. Fred Wessels, Sr., Sa- 
vannah (three-year terms); Orphans’ 
Home, Col. H. E. Dreeson, Savannah; Low- 
man Home, Mr. P. G. Schafer, Savannah. 

Delegates to the Baltimore Convention 
of the United Lutheran Church: H. J. 
Black, D.D., president, Savannah; the Rev. 
W. A. Reiser, secretary, Augusta; Dr. 
R. L. Gnann, treasurer, Savannah; Mr. 
D. E. Wilson, statistical secretary, Atlanta. 
Alternates chosen were: J. L. Yost, D.D., 
Atlanta; the Rev. C. A. Linn, Ph.D., Sa- 
vannah; Mr. C. H. Usina, Macon; and Mr. 
H. W. Boozer, Atlanta. 

When President Black formally closed 
the convention, the body had already fixed 
the time and place of the next convention. 
Having accepted the invitation of the 
Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta, J. L. 
Yost, D.D., pastor, it fixed the dates at 
February 7, 8, 9, 1939. 


REDEDICATED 


(Continued from page 2) 


needed food, clothing, and bedding were 
sent at once to relieve the physical suf- 
ferings of people driven from their homes. 
Financial resources were put at our dis- 
posal for the same purpose. Thanks to the 
kindness and sympathy of Christian 
friends, the congregation at Lawrence- 
burg was supplied with the immediate 
necessities of life, and greatly strengthened 
through the trying days of the flood. 
Having met the immediate needs of the 
people in this wonderful way, the Disaster 
Relief Committee, under the able direction 
of the Inner Mission Board, set about the 
task of aiding the flood-stricken congre- 
gation in the rehabilitation of its property. 
Without the aid of the general body, the 
local congregation would have been faced 
with an impossible task in restoring its 
buildings for use for many years to come. 
Only those who have seen the wreckage 
and devastation of a flood can appreciate 
the magnitude of the destruction which is 
wrought by the rising waters of the Ohio. 
Homes washed away, buildings wrecked 
and walls fallen, furniture destroyed, and 
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everything covered with a sickening coat 
of filth and mud! The church was a sorry 
sight indeed! The altar, pulpit, lectern, 
pews,—all falling apart; the organ com- 
pletely destroyed; the floors sagging and 
buckled; plaster falling off. Everything 
gone! But a discouraged people, facing 
the future, were strengthened by the 
proffered help of the Disaster Relief Com- 
mittee, and undertook the tremendous task 
of effecting a recovery from the wide- 
spread destruction. 

The parsonage was restored and made fit 
for use. The congregation, holding serv- 
ices in the recreation room of the old 
Quaker Distillery, rejoiced when it was 
possible to hold services in the pastor’s 
home. Then the basement rooms of the 
church were repaired, and throughout the 
long months services were held regularly. 
Finally, after more than a year of stress 
and strain, the church building was re- 
paired and strengthened. The interior was 
completely restored, remodeled and re- 
decorated. A new organ was purchased 
and installed; chancel furnishings, includ- 
ing a beautiful altar, pulpit, lectern, and 
pews were installed. The congregation has 
now resumed its worship and work with 
the advantages of one of the most beauti- 
ful and well-equipped churches on the 
territory. Out of the wreckage has emerged 
once more a beautiful church, rededicated 
to the honor and glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The thanks and appreciation of Emanuel 
congregation cannot be expressed in words. 
We are indeed grateful to all of our Chris- 
tian brethren, in the Indiana Synod, and 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
Church, whose material aid in a time of 
deep distress, has shown to many people 
the true meaning of Christ’s love and serv- 
ice. It is our sincere hope and prayer that 
as a congregation we may in some meas- 
ure repay the love and sympathy of our 
many friends, by continued and increased 
loyalty and devotion to the work of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Joun A. PETTIT. 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVER- 
SITY 


Dr. Cartes B. ForetscuH is in charge of 
public speaking work on the campus and 
inaugurated a number of new ideas and 
methods for teaching this subject. An 
amplifying system is used to a great ex- 
tent in these classes. The students are 
instructed for radio programs and an- 
nouncing by use of the system. 

Vocational talks will be presented on 
the chapel program daily during the month 
of March, some by members of the fac- 
ulty. A number of professions will be , 
represented from the vicinity of Selins- 
grove and Sunbury, Pa. 

Susquehanna’s third annual All-Master 
Band Festival will be held on the campus 
at Selinsgrove, Pa., May 6 and 7. Percy 
Grainger and Edwin Franko Goldman will 
be guests of the Festival. The Pennsyl- 
vania Bandmasters’ Association Conven- 
tion will be held on the campus in con- 
nection with the Festival and will draw 
the better musicians from forty high 
schools of Central Pennsylvania. . 
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ON THE WING 
By M. J. Bieber, D.D. 


Dip you EVER attend a picnic on New 
Year’s Day in the open country under 
warm, sunny skies, had a sumptuous pic- 
nic dinner, and watched or joined in 
games, most of the picnickers in shirt 
sleeves? Well, I did—the first in my life, 
January 1, 1938—and it was a very pleas- 
ant affair. I experienced this delightful 
novelty on the kind invitation of the Rev. 
H. A. Anspach, pastor of Grace Church, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

It was a delight to behold this imposing, 
churchly, stone structure on a prominent 
site in the beautiful capital city of Phoenix; 
and appear before an interested Sunday 
school, congregation, Luther League, “the 
day after” the picnic. 

Here is a monument to the faith, cour- 
age, optimism, and never-say-die spirit 
of a handful of Lutherans who insisted on 
the organization of a congregation after a 
representative of the California Synod had 
reported, “No field here.” 

The Rev. John K. Reed, now deceased, 
came to their rescue and organized 
Grace Lutheran Church almost a quar- 
ter of a century ago, on Washington’s 
Birthday 1914. They worshiped in seven 
different places before they could secure 
a permanent home in a cottage chapel. 
“What hath God wrought!” The Revs. 
Joseph E. Sterner, H. J. Mathias (d.), 
F. C. Maurer, and Robert E. Mock (d.) 
faithfully continued to bear the burden 
and heat of the day, and in 1929 under 
Pastor Mock this chaste temple of God 
was dedicated, and the United Lutheran 
Church was firmly established in the 
metropolis of Arizona. 

The Rev. H. A. Anspach, the present 
efficient and consecrated pastor, came in 
1930 and has led Grace Church from 
strength to strength during one-third of 
the congregation’s life. This congregation 
has never failed to pay its apportionment, 
and during the past five years has stood 
at the head in this respect in the Cali- 
fornia Synod, to which it belongs! Did it 
pay to organize and to continue, though 
at times the clouds were very dark? To- 
day there are 479 baptized, 358 confirmed, 
and 269 communing members—a united, 
happy, growing band. No wonder the Cali- 
fornia Synod left its golden confines and 
for the first time held its annual conven- 
tion outside its state boundary, in Grace 
Church, Phoenix, in 1937. 

The Rev. H. A. Anspach is a son of Ohio, 
a graduate of Wittenberg College and of 
Hamma Divinity School, was ordained in 
1913, served successively in four parishes, 
and was Missionary Superintendent of the 
Rocky Mountain Synod before coming to 
Phoenix. In his happy home are his faith- 

‘ful helpmeet, two sons and a daughter. 

My genial hosts during my profitable 
stay were Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Steffenhagen 
and their two sons, who hail from La- 
Crosse, Wis. They and the Anspachs 
showed me the sights of 


Phoenix 


and environs; and every turn of the auto 
wheels brought new and entrancing views. 

In 1868 Phoenix was a mere stagecoach 
stop. Two years later it had a few houses; 
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and in 1881 it was incorporated. That was 
a great day when, only six years after- 
wards, the first train on the Southern 
Pacific steamed into town from the West. 
It was also a red letter day when, in 1889, 
Phoenix became the permanent capital of 
the territory of Arizona. Today it feels 
chesty as the metropolis not only of 
Arizona but of the entire Southwest, hav- 
ing attained to a population of 118,000; 
and the county seat of Maricopa County, 
which is as large as the State of Vermont, 
and counts over 180,000. Therefore Phoenix 
is a truly modern city, with wide, paved 
streets skirted by tall, imposing business 
and other buildings, shops and factories, 
hospitable and up-to-date hotels, attractive 
and low-priced restaurants, wonderful and 
vari-colored markets, theatres, clubhouses, 
beautiful Spanish-architectured homes— 
the streets everywhere shaded with the 
evergreen palm trees (all buildings air 
conditioned—a very important factor in 
this climate), parks, playgrounds, golf 
courses, swimming pools; attractive tourist 
courts and camps—making Phoenix a de- 
lightful summer and winter resort. 

The populace in Phoenix is often kalei- 
doscopic—mingling in the crowds can be 
seen husky cowboys in their brilliantly 
colored shirts and kerchiefs; in their ten- 
gallon hats, and high-heeled boots; the 
dusky Indian chiefs and braves, even in 
this day, bedecked in their feathers, blan- 
kets, and conch shells; the bronze Mex- 
icans in their broad sombreros; our own 
countrymen from every state in the Union; 
and persons from almost all countries on 
the earth—a human moving medley, but 
orderly and apparently happy. 

You can reach Phoenix on foot, by auto, 
on four transcontinental highways and 
many by-ways; on the all-year American 
Air Lines, the municipal airport being the 
local terminus; and on three outstanding 
railroads—the Southern Pacific, Santa Fe, 
and the Rock Island. 

Phoenix is religious. All the denomina- 
tions, sects, and isms are there—also three 
Lutheran churches—Missouri (for the 
deaf) ; Zion, Wisconsin Synod; Grace, U. L. 
C. A. Missouri has three Lutheran 
churches in Arizona, and the Wisconsin 
Synod has thirty-seven congregations and 
preaching points! The United Lutheran 
Church, to date, has one—Grace, Phoenix. 
May she at least have two—the other one 
in Tucson—ere the summer comes. 

Phoenix is also educational. Its Union 
High School occupies a wide area group 
of twenty-two buildings in which 140 
teachers instruct more than 6,000 pupils. 
There are thirteen high schools within a 
radius of thirty-five miles in its half dozen 
and more suburban towns. There is also 
a Junior High School in the city; and at 
Tempe, eight miles to the east, is one of 
the two State Teachers’ Colleges, the other 
at Flagstaff in the northern part of the 
state. Phoenix lies in 


The Valley of the Sun 


referred to by Roger Babson as the “Gold 
Spot of America.” This vale, one hundred 
miles long and thirty miles wide, between 
majestic mountains, has become by irriga- 
tion a veritable Garden of Eden. Here in 
profusion grow all kinds of grains, grasses, 
vegetables, citrus fruits, flowers, bananas, 
dates, figs, nuts; and here and there, 
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nestled among them are the mansions of. 
the wealthy as well as the bungalows of 
the middle class. Here is a twelve-month 
growing season during which time more 
than thirty different crops are produced. 
Lettuce and cotton take prizes in the 
world’s markets. The finest cattle and 
sheep are raised here, and the dairy herds 
produce superior milk. In this vale are 


also located an Experimental Farm, Sta- 


tion, Laboratory and an agent, all con- 
nected with the 


University of Arizona 

which is located in Tucson. This increas- 
ingly noted institution began in the desert 
by act of the Legislature in 1885. In 1891 
instruction began with eight professors and 
thirty-one students in three departments 
—Agriculture, Mines and Engineering, Ex- 
periment Station; and also a preparatory 
school. Only nine students were of col- 
lege grade. Today the university is com- 
posed of seven colleges, 2,400 students 
(1,000 women and 1,400 men), taught by 
a faculty of 203, on a campus of ninety- 
five acres on which are located forty 
buildings. 

The university is governed by a Board 
of Regents composed of the Governor of 
the state and the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, ex-officio; eight members 
appointed by the Governor with the assent 
of the Senate for a term of eight years, 
two appointed each year. 

As a health site this university probably 
eclipses any other institution in the world. 
It is practically an open-air camp, laid 
out like a garden or park, artistically, with 
many species of trees, plants, shrubs and 
flowers, winding walks and drives. 

The efficient president is Dr. Alfred 
Atkinson, who came to the institution in 
September. He is approachable and is 
much in demand as a public speaker. 
There are no student pastors on the 
campus. The various churches in Tucson 
are vitally interested in the spiritual wel- 
fare of the students and are well equipped 
to minister to them, socially and spir- 
itually. The bulk of the students in turn 
respond to these ministrations. 

The dean of men and the dean of women 
kindly allowed me to scan the student list 
of 2,400 and my search revealed 29 Lu- 
therans; 29 “Protestants”; 236 men, 140 
women, total 376, “No Preference.” While 
the Lutheran proportion seems small, I 
have since learned that there are a num- 
ber of them among the “Protestants” and 
also among the “No Preference” group. 
Should our Church be interested in them? 

Tucson, Ariz. 


TEXAS TIDINGS 
By the Rev. James F. Vorkoper 


RECENTLY IT WAS our privilege to drop 
in on the annual meeting of First Eng- 
lish Lutheran Church, Austin. Every re- 
port showed remarkable progress. It was 
voted to go forward with the working plans 
for a new church building. The treasurer 
reported that the 1937 budget was nearly 
doubled! About 135 confirmed members 
belong to First Church now, and there are 
good promises of doubling the congrega- 
tion, or more, during 1938. We wish Pas- 
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I Kern and his active congregation god- 
speed! 


: Promotional meetings went forward dur- 
jing January and February with good re- 
sults. January 23 the northern group met 
in Sweetwater, Tex., the Rev. F. W. Henkel 
pastor, with an attendance of sixty. Dallas, 
‘Vernon, Longworth and Miles joined with 
‘Sweetwater. Dr. C. H. B. Lewis spoke at 
‘this meeting and also at the southeastern 
oup meeting held in Cuero on January 
30. There were 265 at this meeting. Feb- 
-ruary 6, the two Houston churches, Austin, 
Wuetrich Hill and San Antonio, joined in 
the Philadelphia Church at Swiss Alps 180 
, strong for the final promotional meeting. 

'. Because of the death of the writer’s 
: 


isis he was unable to be present at the 


Swiss Alps meeting. A more complete 
report will be available later on as to the 
results of the meetings. 


Mr. Fred Vorkoper, long a resident of 
‘Sharon, Wis., and a member of Christ 
“Church, passed away at the home of his 
“son, the writer, February 2. A beautiful 
service was held in St. Luke’s, San An- 
tonio, conducted by the Rev. J. M. Schedler, 
Victoria, formerly of Harvard, Ill., and 
‘then the remains were taken to their final 
‘earthly resting place near Sharon, Wis. 
“After a short service in Harvard, the Rev. 
“L. G. Bald of Des Plaines conducted the 
committal service in the Burr Oak Ceme- 
Wey. 


The Rev. John W. Kern resigned from 
this work in Cuero and is now in charge 
) of our mission near Vernon, Tex. The Rev. 
(M. H. Geissler resigned from Vernon and 
“is now living in California. 


St. Mark’s Church, Cuero, has called the 
‘Rev. A. A. Hahn of Waukesha, Wis. It is 
expected that Pastor Hahn will take charge 
-of this work after Easter this year. Mr. 
“Hahn was formerly pastor of St. Mark’s. 
“Welcome back to the Texas Synod! 


_ “The Texas Tidings” has now officially 
Wiieicomed the newest arrival to the synod, 
the Rev. F. E. Eilers, pastor of the Swiss 
‘Alps congregation. We wish him a blessed 
‘and progressive ministry. He is a native 


Texan. 
F 


_ Ray Point-Pawnee Parish lost a de- 
voted pastor in the person of the Rev. 
R. M. Sauberzweig. He resigned to accept 
a call to Pender, Nebr. 


First United Lutheran Church, Dallas, 
the Rev. N. H. Kern pastor, is making 
noted progress. A goal of fifty new mem- 
bers by this Easter is inspiring this con- 
-gregation to greater efforts. Indications 
vare that they will make it. January 16, 
swith Dr. C. H. B. Lewis as dedicatory 
speaker, the congregation sang praises to 
God with the aid of a new pipe organ. It 
has been dedicated to the memory of the 
departed in the congregation. 


Sometime during January, the Rev. M. 
' Markart, Goliad, was married. We do not 
have the particulars. We anxiously await 
the next issue of the Texas Lutheran for 
‘more news on this great event, since we 
learned that Editor Paul C. Kuehner, pas- 
tor at St. John’s, Goliad, performed the 
ceremony. We wish Pastor Markart and 
his bride God’s blessings. 
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The work of foreign missions was 
stressed during the Epiphany Season in 
most of our churches. A wider outlook 
is being fostered among our people. We 
note that the Rev. E. Petersen is handing 
out a number of copies of THe LUTHERAN 
during March and April. Several churches 
made special reference to the work of the 
diaconate February 13. 


Congregations Progressing 

We have been mentioning the name of 
Dr. C. H. B. Lewis. Now to his real pur- 
pose in our synod. He spoke to nearly all 
of our congregations in his itinerary as 
Field Secretary of the Parish and Church 
School Board. He spoke eight times on his 
work and twice at promotional meetings. 
We understand that he threw in a number 
of other sermons and addresses for good 
measure. He describes his itinerary as a 
very pleasing and successful one. The 
theme of his messages was, “Your Church 
and You.” We believe that a brighter and 
clearer light is shining in the minds of 
our people in regard to the whole work 
of the whole Church. Dr. Lewis reports 
that he observed a definitely progressive 
attitude in our congregations. A readiness 
to move forward. He sees much progress 
in our congregations, and the type of 
thinking and acting that says, “We can do 
it,” rather than, “Well, it’s all very fine, 
but we know it won’t work here,” attitude. 
It might be interesting to note the place 
and attendance of his meetings on the reg- 
ular itinerary: Dallas, 58; Houston, 50; 
Victoria, 75; Weesatche, 84; Yoakum, 100; 
Austin, 45; Wuetrich Hill, 74; San Antonio, 
41. Thanks and, come again, Dr. Lewis! 
We greatly enjoy your visits. 


Greater Giving 


We are glad to note that the Texas Synod 
made a substantial gain in the apportion- 
ment. A gain of $2,051 over 1936 more 
than doubled our support of the work of 
the whole Church. We cannot point to our 
promotional meetings as the reason for 
this advance since these were held in 1938! 
It is due to a strengthening all along the 
line in our congregations. Interesting to 
note that some of our larger congregations 
fell back in the amount paid in while a 
number of the smaller congregations made 
a fine gain. A number of congregations 
doubled the amount of 1936 during 1937. 
Is the Mission Festival method of raising 
the apportionment more successful than 
the regular weekly offering for mission 
work in the duplex envelope? We might 
make some odious comparisons, but this 
will suffice: those congregations preaching, 
teaching and giving to missions regularly 
are ones nearest to a fully paid apportion- 
ment. Our two largest congregations held 
their place again in the largest amounts 
paid in, respectively, and two missions fol- 
low with third and fourth in amounts given 
for apportionment. Redeemer, Houston, 
went “over the top,” standing fourth in 
amount given and seventh in size. St. 
Luke’s, San Antonio, paid her share in 
full, and is eighteenth in size (1936 paro- 
chial report, the basis for 1937 apportion- 
ment) and fourth in the amount given. So 
far the oddities in the apportionment. 
1938 is before us! If response is propor- 
tionate to needs, increases will continue. 
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Appropriate Confirmation or 
Easter Gifts 


MINIATURE GOLD 
CROSSES 


Midget size crosses are becoming increas- 
ingly popular. Well made, these crosses come 
complete with artistic wheel-screw, which 
holds the cross firm and prevents loss. The 
pin for women is complete with safety- 
catch. 

The crosses with ring attachment may be 
used on chain or ribbon. 

Ideal for inexpensive gifts or rewards. 


9363 8418 8438 8420 
9668 9902B (653) 8638 


THREE-EIGHTH INCH CLASP PIN 
WITH SAFETY CATCH 


No. 8638—Solid Gold—75 cents; $7.20 a doz. 
No. 8420—Gold Plated—30 cents; $3.00 a doz. 


HALF INCH — WITH RING 


No. 8438—Gold Plated—15 cents; $1.50 a doz. 
Ne; 9189-C—Gold Filled—25 cents; $2.40 a 
ozen. 


QUARTER INCH BUTTON 


No. 9363—Gold Plated—15 cents; $1.50 a doz. 
No. $668—Solid Gold—50 cents; $4.80 a doz. 


THREE-EIGHTH INCH BUTTON 


No. 8418—Gold Plated—25 cents; $2.40 a doz. 
No. $902B—Solid Gold—60 cents; $6.00 a doz. 


For those wishing to present these Midget 
Crosses to classes or groups, there is now 
provided an attractive bookmark. Nos. 9363- 
ada are attached to this book- 
mark. 


CELLO-GLASS PLAQUE 
PICTURES 


Supplied with a hanger and neatly boxed 
Pe 


SEVEN SUBJECTS 
Christ at Twelve ............ Hofmann 


1-P. 

Now 2=P. Christ at) Thirty: Ni rccessccvse Hofmann 
No. 3-P. Christ in Gethsemane .... Hofmann 

No. 4-P. Christ Blessing Little Children, 
Plockhorst 
No. 6-P. The Good Shepherd .... Plockhorst 

No. 9-P. The Child Samuel at Prayer, 

Reynolds 

LARGE SIZE—6 x 74% inches, in fancy 


gift box. 


Price, 50 cents, postage extra; $4.75 a dozen, 
postage extra. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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O FATHER, SPEAK TO ME 
By S. P. Koon 
(Based on Heb. 1:1, 2) 


O FarHEr, come and speak to me 
In living terms at Thy command; 

Renew my strength that I may see 
The glory of Thy sacred Hand. 


Come unto me in peaceful dreams, 
Like Jacob in the midnight glow; 
Reveal the light in heavenly beams 
That I may recognize and know. 


Come Thou in visions by the way— 
Speak from the flaming bush again; 

I long to hear Thy voice today 
Proclaiming hope to sinful men. 


Send holy seers if it please Thee 

As Thou didst honor saints of old; 
Permit by them a word for me 

More precious than the whitest gold. 


Come in the Person of Thy Son 
That I may know Thy saving grace; 
Draw near before my course is run 
And speak in mercy face to face. 
Lone Star, S. C. 


EASTER LILIES 


Bermuda's famous, beautiful Easter lilies 
from Ruth M. West’s lily gardens to your 
church. Guaranteed. 


SHELLY HALL GARDENS 


SHELLY BAY, 


BERMUDA 


This ELECTRIC ‘ 
BULLETIN oy OD 


Complete with 780 Steel Letters — An effect- 
ive, economical way to build attendance and 
increase collections. 20,000 in use. Send for 
free catalog showing many styles and sizes. 


H. E WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 


Pershing Ave. Davenport, lowa 


WILL ust Ti 
LIFE TIME 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
WILMINGTON, N. C. 
Welcomes Lutheran Tourists 
On Coastal Highway—U. S. Route 17. 


SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 


MUHLENBERG COLLEGE 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Accredited Lutheran College for Men. 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Teacher Training 
Pre-Theological 
Pre-Medical 
Pre-Legal 
Pre-Dental 
Business Administration 


LEVERING TYSON, Litt.D., LL.D. 
President 


H. A. BENFER, A.M., Registrar 


- @& PULPIT ano | 
sS8/ CHOIR GOWNS § 


‘Wanwfasturing Spaclaliors / 

Outfitters to over 1,000 

Schools, Seminaries, and & 
i Churches. Catalog Free. 


ec & SIMON rine. 
7-9 WEST 36th St. Co 
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OXFORD CONFERENCE 
DISCUSSIONS 


By the Rey. Roger G. Imhoff 


CrincinnatTI, Onto. Seeds sown at Oxford 
and Edinburgh have not fallen on barren 
ground in this metropolis of the Midwest. 
Stockholm and Lausanne of more than a 
decade ago may not have stirred up the 
nation to model assemblies or discussion 
group meetings on the part of the churches, 
but the Queen City of the West is not 
yawning over the thoughts and activities 
engendered at the 1937 World Conferences 
on Life and Work, and Faith and Order. 
Prominent clergymen and laymen in the 
town are getting down to cases. 

Last spring a local committee, at the 
suggestion of the Universal Christian 
Council, New York, was formed to bring 
together local clergymen and laymen for 
a “pre-O xford-Edinburgh” discussion. 
Members of the Cincinnati committee 
were: Chairman Charles P. Taft, one of 
the nation’s leading laymen and son of 
the late William H. Taft, president of the 
United States; Dr. Henry P. Atkins, ex- 
ecutive secretary for the Greater Cin- 
cinnati Federation of Churches; Charles 
E. Lee, assistant general secretary of the 
Cincinnati Y. M. C. A. 

A luncheon was held at which the dis- 
cussion centered around the proposition as 
to what to expect from the coming meet- 
ings. Three of those in attendance were 
later to go to the conferences, including 
the Rev. Gilbert Symons, canon of the 
Southern Ohio (Episcopal) Diocese, the 
Rev. Kenneth Bowen of Covington, Ky., 
of the Disciples of Christ Church, and 
Mr. Taft as a co-opted delegate to Oxford. 


Continuation Meetings 


Two purposes were in the minds of these 
delegates upon their return. The first was 
in some way to continue the conferences 
in Cincinnati and thus be able to realize 
the second objective, that of encouraging 
the laymen to think along Oxfordian lines. 

Dr. Atkins of the Federation keynoted 
the spirit of the Queen City church lead- 
ers in the following admonition: 

“The findings of the Oxford and Edin- 
burgh conferences have been published for 
distribution to the churches of America. 
What will become of them? They may be 
read and ignored; they may be filed for 
future reference; or they may serve as a 
basis for study of the gravest problems of 
Christianity. Here is an opportunity for 
community action which should appeal to 
pastors of all denominations. 

“A discussion group—comprised of pas- 
tors, laymen, laywomen—may easily be or- 
ganized by half a dozen churches and six 
or eight weekly meetings arranged for 
consideration of the reports. The group 
need not be large. An intelligent interest 
in the problems presented need be the 
only qualification for membership. Its in- 
terdenominational character will make it 
significant. 

“In preparing their programs for 1938 
the pastors of Cincinnati are urged to con- 
sider the opportunity thus afforded.” 
Armed with these high purposes Chair- 
man Taft and his committee called a 
luncheon meeting, December 21, bringing 
together some thirty representatives from 
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the various denominations of the city, at 
which your correspondent had the pleasure 
of attendance. For the most part the meet- 
ing consisted of a discussion as to future 
thought and action. 

Other features of the gathering included 
short messages by Mr. Symons and Mr. 
Bowen on their impressions of Oxford and 
an address by Dr. T. Z. Koo, China, sec- 


‘retary to the World Christian Student 


Federation. 


Dr. Koo called for the realization of a | 


great purpose and the unity that will then 
follow, and said in part: “Churches are 
organized for study, we need to be further 
organized for action. Christianity must 
have, and has a unique goal ‘midst a 
world of saviours.” 


Additional Meetings 


Twelve pastors representing eight 
churches in the two outlying sections of 
Westwood and Cheviot had already fin- 
ished plans to hold a “Model Oxford” in 
their district. 

At this writing the fourth in a series of 
six Wednesday night meetings, beginning 
January 19, has just been held. 

Co-chairmen for this enterprise are Pas- 
tors Wilbur H. Fowler and Hardigg Sex- 
ton, ministers respectively of the West- 
wood Methodist Episcopal and Westwood 
First Presbyterian Churches. 

The first three meetings were held in the 
Methodist Church and the latter three are 
set for the Presbyterian Church. 

The agenda for the sessions calls for a 
fellowship supper followed by the division 
of the group into the four following dis- 
cussion sections: (1) The Church and the 
State; (2) Church, Community and State 
in Relation to the Social Order; 
Church, Community and State in Relation 


(3) 


to Education; (4) The Church Universal 
and the World of Nations and the Chris- — 


tian Attitude to War. 


A general assembly is then called to — 
which the section discussion chairmen 


bring the reports of the findings of their 
respective groups. 

At this assembly there is also provided 
place for special speakers, which have in- 
cluded: Chairman Taft, who also finds time 


to serve the city of Cincinnati as council-_ 


man; Rabbi James Heller of the Cincinnati 
Wise Temple; Mrs. Earl Eubank, Cincin- 
nati, noted world traveler; Dean Louis 
Peckstein of the: College of Education, 
University of Cincinnati; Alfred D. Moore, 
president of the Cincinnati Peace League. 

Pastor Fowler reports that already the 
sessions have shown a promising spirit of 
solidarity among the denominations and 
that the ecumenical spirit is definitely on 


the upswing. One highly interesting fact 


is the great interest shown by the lay- 
women of the various congregations. 

Other such gatherings have either been 
set or are in the formative state in other 
sections of the city at this writing. A sec- 
ond “Model Oxford” has been scheduled 
for the northeastern suburb of Madison- 
ville for Lent, and plans are being laid for 
a similar venture in the northern suburbs. 

Cincinnati’s churchmen, like the “stag 
at eve” have drunk their fill of religious 
inaction and are on the march toward some 
greater days of united action, girded wi 
a genuine study of Oxford. 


_ 
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R. C. A. BROADCAST 
By the Rev. Carl Driscoll 


| Many OF THE news reporters have been 
sending in their impressions of the current 
) business recession. Mansfield, which is in 
the center of this three-county area, has 
not escaped. One of the large branches of 
Westinghouse, employing around four 
_ thousand persons, has been forced to limit 
its production, and has been forced to lay 
off many hundreds of employees. The ef- 
| fect of that one industry alone is felt all 
» over the county, for many of its employees 
| live many miles from the factory. 

' Added to the financial worries comes an 
F epidemic of smallpox. Over forty cases 
/ are reported in Richland County, and all 
/ school children must be vaccinated before 
being allowed to attend school. Many 
adults have also received the “shots.” Your 
| writer is pounding the typewriter tonight, 
' because he is about due for a sore arm 
+ tomorrow. 


The Teaching Mission 


| sponsored by the Committee on Evan- 
gelism for the Synod of Ohio was held in 
' four points over the state the latter part 
.of January. Fate decreed that the time 
| appointed should be the worst weather of 
\ the winter, but those who were able to 
“overcome fate, were certainly rewarded 
for their efforts. The four lectures and 
' discussions dealt with the Doctrines, His- 
tory, Purposes, and Practices of the 
‘Church. The “Four Horsemen of the 
| Church,” Doctors Flack, Pershing, Miley 
and Swoyer, rendered splendid service in 
presenting these topics. The Rev. C. F. 
Sheriff of Mansfield is chairman of the 
| synodical committee responsible for this 
mission, and gave unselfishly of his time 
and energy in planning the work. Similar 
, teaching missions for the local congrega- 
tion are to be planned for Lent. 


Michael Ondov, Hamma middler who 
' was critically injured in an automobile 
accident near Mansfield November 5, is 
vstill in the General Hospital in that city. 
' A broken back and internal injuries will 
keep him confined for several months yet. 
. Local pastors have been faithful in calling 
on him, and have helped him keep up the 
| good spirits that he has had. 


__ Music lovers of this section had the priv- 
_ ilege of again hearing the St. Olaf Choir 
in a concert of sacred music at the Mans- 
field High School February 13. 


The Luther Leagues of this district held 
their annual pre-Lenten rally February 
'-13 at Trinity Church, Ashland. The Rev. 
‘Paul Paetznick of Shelby led the topic, 
and the Rev. Carl Driscoll of Lucas 
- preached the evening sermon. The local 
‘League was in charge of the arrangements. 


At the February meeting of the Lutheran 
_ Ministers of this area, the work of Dr. 
» Gustaf Aulen, “Christus Victor,” was re- 
' viewed by the Rev. Warner Holmgren of 
_ Mt. Vernon. The book makes an excellent 
' Lenten study, for it deals with the main 
theories of the Atonement. 


The Pre-Lenten Retreat of the Central 
Conference will be held in St. John’s 
' Church, Perrysville, the Rev. G. M. Schrack 
_ pastor, March 1. A paper will be read at 
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— » Helps on the Wenten Road 


1. rogram folders 


Acceptable Religious De- 

signs beautifully litho- 

graphed sae soft colors 
or 


JOalm Sunday— 
©®ood friday 
Lord’s Supper 
Caster 


2. JOastor’s Easter 
©reeting folders 


Inspiring to Faith and 
Fellowship 


3. Successful Coin 


Collectors 


Cut-cut Cross 

Dime In'ay Booklets 

Pro‘ected S'ot Envelopes 

Individual Offering 
Envel> pes 

Banks, Folding Mite 
Boxes 

Penny Strips, Wcoden 
Barre’s 

Pence Banks, etc. 


Acme Solid Brass 
Altar Crosses 


Smpressive 
Wemorial 
Suggestions 
Slluminated Chancel 
Crosses. Jlluminated 
Communion 


Cable Crosses 
Solid Brass Crosses 


For Altar—Vestibule 
Pastor’s Study 


Choice Dffering 
JPlates 


Brass—Chromium—Bronze 
Oak—Mahogany—Walnut 


Wrass Receiving 
Basins 
Communion 


Service 
Chromium—Aluminum 


ymn WBoards— 
Qltar Drapes 


$30.00 


oe 4” 
high 


* Samples may be had of any of No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 on request. 
fllustrated and priced in our handsome Easter bulletin—send for your copy today. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 


DEPT 9, 296 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Church and Sunday School Supplies since 1848 


the morning session, and Communion will 
be administered at the afternoon service. 


Among the Congregations 


A beautiful gold-plated offering service 
was recently presented to St. Paul’s 
Church, Mansfield, the Rev. Herman L. 
Gilbert pastor. It was given by employees 
of the Westinghouse plant in memory of 
Mary E. Scior, in appreciation of her 
generosity. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of 
First Church, Mansfield, Dr. Grover Swoyer 
pastor, do things right when they start out. 
Last year their pastor asked them to raise 
$1,000 to help reduce the Foreign Mission 
debt. He gave them four years in which 
to do this, but on the first of February, 
just one year after the request was made, 
they announced that the entire amount 
was raised, and no money-raising schemes 
had been used. It all goes to show that 
there is no substitute for giving. Churches 
that have worn out every other method 
might find this all too often “last report” 
the most practical after all. 


St. Mark’s Church, also of Mansfield, the 
Rev. J. Louis Wolf pastor, lost one of its 
charter members and faithful workers in 
the accidental death of Mr. Uhlich, early 
in January. When the Sunday school was 
organized in 1906, it met in the large room 
above his bakery. From that time on until 
his death, he was a faithful and tireless 
worker in his beloved church. Every con- 
gregation has a few such in its midst, and 
when they are called home the vacancy 
that is left is never filled quite so well as 
by that first disciple. But we upon whom 
the burden falls must ever remember that 


it is up to us to finish the task so nobly 
begun. 


A Mother and Daughter Banquet was 
held January 19 at Sulphur Springs with 
about 150 in attendance. Prizes were given 
to the oldest mother present and the 
mother having the largest number of 
daughters present. 


A Father and Son Banquet for the Lu- 
theran churches of Crawford County will 
be held at the Lutheran Church in Nevada, 
the Rev. Knox Roberts pastor, on the eve- 
ning of February 22. Dr. D. B. Young of 
Shelby was the speaker. 


So we bring to a close another epistle 
with the hope and prayer that ere the day 
of another manuscript being forwarded to 
our Philadelphia office shall have arrived, 
the current recession will have become a 
procession, and the smallpox will have 
“poxed” itself out. 


ALTOONA NEWS 
By the Rev. Paul L. Foulk 


THE ECONOMIC RECESSION is on in full 


force in this part of the Keystone State. 


The following is a copy of a letter re- 
ceived by the eleven thousand shop em- 
ployees of the Pennsylvania Railroad shops 
—the largest railroad shops in the world— 
and about the only industry in this city 
of 80,000 people: 


“Altoona, Pa., January 27, 1938. 

“To the employees Altoona Works: 
“Our work program for the month of 
February has been drastically reduced. 
For the limited amount of work to be done 
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Sor Caster 
MOORE 


CG 


Vestments of inspiring 
beauty and quality for 
Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior Choirs. 
At right — the Carol 
Model - from MOORE’S 
new Choral Apparel 
Style Book. 

Also — just published 
— new Pulpit Apparel 
Style Book. 
MAIL COUPON TODAY 
E. R. MOORE Company 
932 Dakin St., Chicago 

Please Send: 
(J Choral Apparel Style Book. [7] Pulpit Gown Style 
Book. [] Budget Payment Plan 12C. 


Name. 
Church. State 
Street. City. 


CHICAGO 


Lutheran Theological Seminary 


For information and catalog address 
L. FRANKLIN GRUBER, D.D., LL.D., 
President 
1600 S. Eleventh Avenue, Maywood, IIl. 


ALL-EXPENSE ESCORTED 
DELUXE TOURS 


California - National Parks 
Mexico . Canadian Rockies 
(Optional to Alaska & Panama Canal) 

32 Day Tour 23 Day Tour 
$454.00 $320.00 
Leaving May 28, July 2 and 30 


Two-Week Vacation Tour 
Yellowstone and Zion National Parks 


Leaving July 2 and 30 $235.00 


Mexico Circle Tour (16 Days) 


LEAVING JULY 2 and AUG. 13, $280.60 


Including All Meals (3 Meals per Day), with 
refund on a-la carte meals not taken. We 
invite your request without obligation, for 
itineraries and descriptive literature on the 
tour you are interested in; also full details 
in connection with our various EUROPEAN 
OFFERINGS. 

P. M. KLINE-UNIVERSAL TOURS, INC. 
640 Main St., Bethlehem, Pa. Phone 5551 


AGGRESSIVE YOUNG ORGANIST-DIRECTOR 
DESIRES LARGE CHURCH 
Thorough knowledge of Boy, Junior and 
Adult Choir training. Capable recitalist. Occu- 
pying position, excellent relationship, doing 

splendid work. 
Address: Organist-Director, c/o The Lutheran, 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dkon6 FuRniruré (0 


S155: RACE ST 
k PIMA: PA. 


50€ 42npS1. 


Peas: Cnancen Fugnirare: Fons. 
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during the month, men will be called as 
needed. You will therefore not report for 
duty during February unless later notified 
to do so. We will advise you later respect- 
ing work schedules for March. 

“HG. Grimsuaw, Works Manager.” 


With the coming Anniversary Appeal of 
the United Lutheran Church, the Alle- 
ghany Synod will be back of it one hun- 
dred per cent. The educational feature 
and the activity demanded of the pastors 
and laymen will be stimulating, but the 
result of the financial appeal must be a 
real disappointment unless receipts are 
viewed in the light of distressing condi- 
tions in the industrial and railroad cen- 
ters. To be optimistic, one might add: it 
is hoped recovery will be with us by 
Easter time. Dr. E. Roy Hauser, president 
of synod, will do all in his power to lead 
the anniversary celebration to a success- 
ful conclusion in this part of the United 
Lutheran Church. 


M. Stanley Kemp, D.D., pastor of Zion 
Church, Hollidaysburg, reports a good 
year in 1937. Paid benevolence in full, all 
other obligations paid. In addition to the 
regular expenses the congregation spent 
nearly $2,000 in repainting the church, 
parish house and parsonage; made repairs 
to roof and organ, and installed a new 
heater; also repaired church windows. 


A Pre-Lenten Retreat conducted by the 
officers of the Northeast Conference of the 
Alleghany Synod was held in First Lu- 
theran Church February 28, with the Rev. 
Harry W. Miller of Williamsport, Pa., as 
guest speaker. 


For the third successive year Noonday 
Lenten Services will be conducted by the 
Lutherans of the city in Grace Church, the 
Rev. B. A. Peters pastor. 


March 28 at 8.00 P. M. in Second Lu- 
theran Church, the Rev. C. H. Hershey 
pastor, the Gettysburg College Choir will 
present a program under the sponsorship 
of the Women’s League. 


The Newry Parish, the Rev. Ralph W. 
Birk pastor, sends a fine monthly bulletin 
to the writer. 


Woodbury Parish, the Rev. Ralph 
Meckley pastor, is making plans for prop- 
erty improvements in the spring, these to 
care for young people’s work at the Wood- 
bury church. 


Pastors report fine attendance at wor- 
ship services and large catechetical 
classes. 


THE LUTHERAN ASSOCIA- 
TION OF AMERICA 


(Continued from page 2) 


Church, St. Paul; executive secretary, Dr. 
W. P. Christy, pastor of St. Mark’s, Min- 
neapolis; additional members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee are: Mr. Luther Slet- 
ten, attorney, Minneapolis; Dr. W. F. 
Schmidt, professor in Concordia College, 
Moorhead; and Silas C. Anderson, M.D., 
of Minneapolis. All members of the com- 
mittee are residents of Minnesota who will 
serve also as a national committee until 
units are formed in other states and a 
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committee with wider representation is | 
chosen. From information received, it is 
probable that units will be formed in sev- | 
eral other states in a short time. 

Dr. W. P. Christy read a paper at the 
morning session showing the overlapping 
synodical structures, and the need of bet- 
ter understanding and concerted action 
among Lutherans. The business was con- 


‘ducted in the afternoon. At the banquet 


in the evening, Dr. N. Astrup Larson of | 
Ames, Iowa, gave a masterful address on 
“The Trend of Protestant Preaching, and 
the Need of the Lutheran Message.” In 
accepting the office of president, Dr. L. W. 
Boe spoke with great eloquence on the 
mission of our Church in this land, and the 
necessity of a changed organic structure. 

It is not possible to convey to the mind 
of the reader the fine spirit of the con- 
vention. The restraints usually evident in 
a mixed Lutheran gathering were not 
manifest, and the discussions were frankly 
realistic and sanely constructive. No 
thought was expressed, and we believe no 
thought was entertained, that reflected un- 
kindly on anyone present or absent, and 
while existing facts were squarely faced, 
it was done in a true Christian manner. 

The three principal addresses of the day 
together with an account of the proceed- 
ings will be available for distribution in 
a short time. Announcements for the 
future will follow an early meeting of the 
Executive Committee. 


GERMAN MISSIONARY AC- 
TIVITIES CONTINUE 


Mission activities of the German Evan- 
gelical Churches are continuing with un- 
diminished vigor and effectiveness, accord- 
ing to the latest available statistics issued 
in the 1938 year book of the United Ger- 
man Mission Conferences. 

The societies incorporated in the main 
missionary body maintain 1,659 European 
mission workers and 12,551 paid native 
collaborators on the field. They care for 
1,349,100 native Christians and 66,000 can- 
didates for baptism. Two hundred seventy- 
five thousand two hundred forty pupils in 
4,502 primary schools and 147 secondary 
schools are being educated. Thirty-eight 
European doctors and eight native med- 
ical men are at work in thirty-five hos- 
pitals. 

The income from Germany during 1936 
amounted to 5,812,308 marks, a figure 
which is about ten per cent higher than 
the income of the previous year. A com- 
ment included in the bulletin released by 
the International Christian Press and In- 
formation Service of Geneva, Switzerland, 
notes that this amount may be taken as 
an indication of the loyalty of the Ger- 
man missionary body but from which no 
conclusions may be drawn regarding the 
special difficulties which have been en- 
countered during recent years in making 
provision for the mission field. H 

In spite of all difficulties, however, these 
missionary activities are bearing fruit. 
During 1936 the number of native workers 
increased by about 4 per cent, native con- 
verts by 3.1 per cent, and pupils in the 
schools by some 10 per cent. 

—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


| 
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FAITHFUL WORK APPRE- 
CIATED 


Thirtieth Anniversary of the Good Shepherd 
Home Occasions Tribute of Esteem 
to Founders 
| Tue Goop SHEPHERD Home, Allentown, 
Pa., founded thirty years ago February 21, 
; when the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John H. Raker 
took the first crippled and orphaned child 
_ into the parsonage of Grace Lutheran Mis- 
.sion at 630 St. John St., Allentown, was 
| cited as “one of the great institutions 
through which the church serves a social 
need.” This statement was made at the 
- Thirtieth Anniversary Service held in St. 
' Paul’s Church, Allentown, February 20. 
The anniversary sermon was preached by 
Dr. Gustavus Bechtold, secretary of Inner 
Missions of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
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DR. AND MRS. JOHN H. RAKER 


perintendents of other institutions—the 

Rev. Paul Empie, superintendent of the 
_. Orphans’ Home at Germantown, and Mrs. 
_ J. O. Henry, matron of the Orphans’ Home 
at Topton, Pa. 

_ The anniversary program was arranged 
by the Board of Trustees of the Good 
Shepherd Home, and was in charge of its 
president, Dr. Conrad Wilker, who is also 
president of the Allentown Conference of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. Dr. G. 
_ Franklin Gehr of Bethlehem, Pa., read the 
_ service, and Dr. George A. Greiss, pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, assisted. The choir 
of the church, under the direction of Dr. 
Warren F. Acker, led the singing. Not- 
withstanding the inclement weather there 
) was a large audience present to greet Dr. 
and Mrs. Raker. The offering showed a 
l real appreciation of the work being done 
" by these two worthy servants of the 
Church. 
| Dr. Raker, responding to the tribute 
_ paid him by Dr. Bechtold, expressed the 

appreciation of the Home to the many 
friends who through their generosity have 
supported this institution for crippled and 
destitute children, and old people, regard- 
less of color, creed, location or nationality. 


| 
vania, and greetings were brought by su- 


THE LUTHERAN 


Dr. Raker was graduated from the Phila- 
delphia Theological Seminary in 1892, and 
entered upon his first charge in Pen Argyl, 
Pa., where he served until 1898. For the 
next two years he was pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, Lebanon, Pa., and in 1899 
married Miss Estella Weiser, descendant 
of Conrad Weiser. In 1900 he became su- 
perintendent of the Orphans’ Home at 
Topton, Pa., where he and Mrs. Raker 
labored successfully and faithfully until 
1907, removed the indebtedness on the 
Home and collected $5,000 for an Old Peo- 
ple’s Home at Topton. 

In 1907 Dr. Raker accepted a call to 
Grace Lutheran Mission, Allentown. He 
continued as pastor of Grace congregation 
in addition to his ministry in the Good 
Shepherd Home (begun February 21, 
1908), until 1912, when he devoted his 
entire time to the ever-expanding work 
and demands of this Home, 
which is described by one 
pastor as “a Home where 
many hundreds of orphans, 
cripples, destitute and for- 
saken children have found 
a real home that is per- 
vaded with Christian love 
and have gone forth to a 
new and promising oppor- 
tunity in life.” 

During these past thirty 
years the Home has min- 
istered to more than seven 
hundred crippled and des- 
titute children and to up- 
wards of 125 of the most 
needy and helpless old 
folks. At present there are 
seventy-two children and 
twenty-seven old people 
under the care of Dr. and 
Mrs. Raker and their nine- 
teen employees. The Rev. 
Conrad W. Raker, a son, 
who was graduated last 
year from the Philadelphia 
Seminary, was called as as- 
sistant to the superintend- 
ent and is preparing himself for special 
institutional work at Temple University 
and the Pennsylvania School for Social 
Work in Philadelphia. 

The story of the Good Shepherd Home 
is not one merely of wood and stone and 
property, but is the flesh and blood story 
of consecrated human lives who have re- 
sponded with joyful and ready hearts to 
the appeal of the Good Shepherd to min- 
ister to the “Least of these” in His Name. 
The splendid buildings are a tribute to 
loving hearts that have shared in this 
merciful work. The work is constantly 
growing and is well known throughout the 
Lutheran Church and beyond. With 
growth ever-increasing opportunities are 
presented, and immediate needs present 
themselves that can be filled only by en- 
larged quarters for the old folks and for 
the children. 


THERE ARE ALWAYS those for whom it is 
hard to repeat the old confessions of our 
faith and to mean them. They look up 
for God, but tears have made them blind. 
Then it may be one thing only will avail 
—looking unto Jesus.—Dr. George Jackson. 
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PALM SUNDAY 


7:30 P. M. 


CONVENTION HALL 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


(15,000 Seats) 
Choirs, Friendly Trumpeters, Friendly 
Violinists, Soloists, Living Picture. 
Dorothy Baseler Johnson Harp Ensemble. 


Dr. Ross Stover Will Speak 


(CLIMAX—EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY STADIUM) 


—VESTMENTS— 


for 
CHOIR and PULPIT 
by 
COTRELL and LEONARD 


Est. 1832 Ine. 1935 
805 BROADWAY - - ALBANY, N. Y. 


Church Furniture 


OSSIT CRAFTSMEN 
STUDIO—FACTORY 


Janesville, Wisconsin 


| atic: GOWNS 


Hangings and Emblems. Bible 
Markers, etc. Fine materials, 
beautiful work, pleasingly low 
# prices. State your needs. Cata- 
i log and samples on request. De- 
1 Moulin Bros. & Co., 1127 S. 4th 
St., Greenville, Illinois. 


A Gift to your church in memory of some 
relative or friend will always be appreciated. 
Write for an illustrated 
catalog showing our well 
selected, high-grade line 
of Ecclesiastical Ware, 
including such articles as 
Marble Fonts, Altar 
Brasses, Bronze Memorial 
Tablets, Communion 
Ware, Altar and Pulpit 
Hangings and Chancel 
Furniture, which will 
enable you to make a 
choice selection at mod- 
erate prices. 

Give us a trial and be 
convinced. Our motto, 
“We aim to please and satisfy our customers.” 


W. & E. SCHMIDT CO. 


626 West Clybourn St.. MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
Established 1850 Incorporated 1899 
Dept. C-16 


Electric Altar 
Candelabra 


imply show friends and others our fove 
‘“Sunshine’’ Cards with Scripture texts a 
f) Easter, Mother’s Day, and Everyday use. 


th x 


ST 4 Cash not required. Write today for Free helps. 
Write'to 


: (Service from Sacramento and Toronto) 
Est. 
Gospel Trumpet Co, 1881 Anderson, Ind. 
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RGEISSLER.INC, 


450 SIXTH AVE.NEAR 10 ST NEWYORK 


Church Furnishings 


MARBLE: BRASS : SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS UD) 


CHOIR AND PULPIT 


GOWNS 


THE CLERICAL TAILORING CO. 
367 W. ADAMS ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 


SMALL COMPACT SIZE 


FOR 
YOUNG FOLKS’ 
CONFIRMATION GIFT 


CompleteTeachers’ Bible 


——_—— 


Reaular | One-third Less Than eras 
$4.25 | Regular Retail Price | rostraia 
Genuine Leather Binding Gold Edges 


Durable, flexible, overlapping 

covers—will not break in the $ 95 

back. Authorized King James 5 
ersion. No. 4610J. Postpald 


TEMPORARY OFFER OF 
A HOLMAN 
BOLDBLACK TYPE BIBLE 


Compact size 4% x 7 inches 

including a sible Study Course. 'This Course 
js divided into thirty-six lessons and gives 
both the beginning and ending of each 
lesson; also the beginning and ending of 
passages or portions to be read. 
Kverything to create and 
maintain interest in Bible 
study has been included in 
this latest edition of the 
Holman Bibles. 

Best Printing on Best Quality 
of Thin Bible Paper 
The best editorial skill and 

the greatest care have 
combined to make this par- 
ticular Bible at once attrac- 
tive, useful, and of maximum 
value. 

THE HELPS IN THIS 

TEACHERS’ EDITION » 

CONSIST OF 

The Inclusive Dictionary- 
Concordance in one alphabet 
It contains every needed as- 
sistance to the Bible student, 

Over 100 INsustrations 


Specimen of Holman Boldblack Type 


21 But that ye also may know 
my affairs, and how I do, 
* Tych’i-cis, a beloved brother 


Published by 
A. J. HOLMAN COMPANY 


For Sale by 
United Lu‘heran Publication House 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pr BELLS Fass 


MeSHANE BELL FOUNDRY. BALTIMORE. MD, 
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A VISIT TO LENOIR RHYNE 
COLLEGE—FEBRUARY 7-14 


Wuen Present P. E. Monroe invited 
the writer to spend a week at Hickory, 
N. C., he said he would make him “Pro- 
fessor of Missions” for that time. Now 
that the visit is a matter of history, we 
can testify that he kept his word. Plenty 
of opportunities were given to present 
to the students the Cause of Foreign Mis- 
sions. These included making three chapel 
talks; giving two lectures with moving 
pictures on the various mission fields of 
our Church, to all freshmen in one group; 
with sophomores and -seniors in the sec- 
ond group. A period was spent mainly 
with seniors on Christian Evidences, and 
another with juniors studying Sunday 
School Organization. Opportunity was 
found to bring home to these young peo- 


ple the place of missions in their thought 


and activities. 


One of the most interesting and helpful 
hours spent was with the young men who 
have the ministry in view. They have a 
society called the Diakonian Club, which 
meets each Wednesday evening. Members 
of the Y. W. C. A. were invited to this 
meeting. There were at least fifty young 
people present. Different types of mission- 
ary service together with qualifications for 
acceptable missionary candidates were pre- 
sented and discussed. This group mani- 
fested a real interest in the work of the 
church abroad. A number of them are 
looking forward to service in a mission 
field after completing their education. 
Some of these are the outstanding students 
in the college. It was encouraging to see 
their zeal and enthusiasm to do something 
worth while after school days are over: 

Two conferences of the Synod of North 
Carolina were attended with Dr. Monroe 
with opportunities to address the same. 
Dr. V. C. Ridenhour, pastor of Holy Trin- 
ity Church, Hickory, N. C., graciously in- 
vited the writer to occupy his pulpit Sun- 
day morning, February 13. This privilege 
was greatly appreciated. In addition to 
addresses made to groups and classes it 
was found possible for a number of con- 
ferences to be held with individuals, as 
requested by them. 


Lenoir Rhyne College is beautifully lo- 
cated on a plateau rising 1,200 feet above 
sea level. Its buildings, six in number, are 
quite modern. It has an enrollment of 450 
students. The faculty, composed of nine- 
teen men and women, impresses one as 
deeply conscious of the opportunity and 
responsibility placed upon them. A fine 


illustrated. 


ine and study. 

Rich blue leatherette binding, gold-embossed. Handsomely 
155 subjects; sacred songs, authors, composers. 88 
beautiful pages. 


STORIES OF HYMNS WE LOVE 


By CECILIA MARGARET RUDIN, M.A. 
KNOW through the pages of this unusual book, the inspired 


message of the great songs of the church. Renew and deepen 
your own and others’ spiritual life through its use. 


READ IT — TREASURE IT — GIVE IT 


Learn the story behind such hymns as ‘‘Abide With Me,” 
“Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past,” ‘‘Wonderful Words of Life,” 
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” and many others. 

Covers 400 years of triumph-nt hymn writing from Luther 
to present. Arranged chronologically. Popular for group read- 


ONLY $1.00. 


Order through your church supply house, your bookseller 


or from 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
Dept. TL, 1018 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 
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spirit of fellowship exists between faculty 
and students. Many of the faculty mem- 
bers took time to witness a well-fought 
basketball game between Lenoir Rhyne 
and Appalachian Teachers’ College. Dr. 
Monroe as president keeps the activities 
well regulated and by some kind of wiz- 
ardry the financial balance on the right 
side of the ledger. The visit was a most — 
interesting experiment: 
M. Enywin THOMAS. 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


President R. G. Schulz has announced 
the appointment of the Rev. Roger G. 
Imhoff of St. Paul’s Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, as Director of Personal Relations of 
Carthage College. Mr. Imhoff follows the 
Rev. Charles Landwere, who resigned to 
become pastor of Trinity Church, Carthage. 

President and Mrs. R. G. Schulz, Dr. R. 
Neumann, Dr. George B. Arbaugh, and 
Dean Le Beau attended the National Lu- 
theran Educational Conference in Chicago 
in January. Dean Le Beau and Miss Edith 
Eykamp, Dean-elect of Women for Andhra 
College, India, assisted in the symposium 
conducted by Dr. Mary E. Markley on 
the higher education for women and the 
work of the Dean of Women in a church- 
related college. Dean Le Beau of the 
biology department also attended the con- 
vention of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science in Indian- 
apolis during the holidays. 

Miss Erva Moody of China, and the 
Misses Emma Johnson and Edith Eykamp 
of India, alumnae of Carthage, are at- 
tending school this winter, Miss Moody 
at Biblical Seminary in New York, Miss 
Johnson at Bible Institute in Minneapolis, 
and Miss Eykamp at the University of 
Chicago. 

Alpha Tau Chapter, Sigma Alpha Iota, 
recently held a union meeting with the 
men’s musical fraternity at Music Hall, 
when a singing review of the “Messiah” 
was greatly enjoyed. Prof. Elmer Hanke 
presided at the piano and gave an inter-_ 
pretive talk throughout the review. Sim- 
ilar reviews of “Elijah,” “The Creation,” 
and other oratorios and cantatas are 
planned in the near future. 

The administration of the college is an- 
nouncing the annual tour of the A Cappella 
Choir April 23-May 3. The choir will sing — 
in formal concert in Orchestra Hall, Chi- 
cago, April 28. 

An interesting item on the campus pro- 
gram is the annual fiesta—‘“Una Noche en 
Espana”—presented by the department of 
Spanish under the direction of Prof. Emily 
Pennock, and in honor of the Carthage 
Branch, American Association of Univer- 
sity Women. At this time the senior girls 
of the local hgh school become the house 
guests of Dean Le Beau and Denhart Hall 
women, college guests at the formal din- 
ner, and fiesta guests of the AAUW. 

The summer session of the college will 
begin June 7, the day following com- 
mencement, and continue six weeks. Dean 
Boatman has been appointed director. 

Through its Program Bureau, Carthage 
College is able to assist in giving pro- 
grams for church, organizations, and other 
groups. These programs include addresses 


nates es 
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\\f a popular type by members of the fac- 
uty, short plays by departments, and 
‘nusic ensembles. 

| Dr. Jerome Johansen, professor at the 


| dartford Divinity School and an alumnus 
-f Carthage, is on sabbatical leave at the 


The Rev. Viljo Kusta Nikander, Ph.D., 
yas inaugurated president of Suomi Col- 
vege, Hancock, Mich., February 15. Dr. 
Nikander is an alumnus of Carthage Col- 
|-ege, and later served as a member of its 
aculty. 


Yepsen Psychology Award 


A new annual award for research in 
osychology has been announced by Dr. 
George B. Arbaugh, head of the depart- 
}ment of psychology in Carthage College. 
‘The prize will be known as the L. N. 
'Yepsen Psychology Award. 

| The donor is Dr. Lloyd N. Yepsen, who 
pgraduated from Carthage College in 1921 
‘and who is now director of the Division 
| of Classification, Education and Parole of 
the institutions of New Jersey. Dr. Yepsen 
‘is widely known as a clinical psychologist, 
Shaving been associated with the well- 
known Vineland, N. J., training school. 

_. Dr. Yepsen has also engaged in educa- 
“tional work, being on the staff of New 
‘York University and Newark University, 
and in 1929-30 served as advisor to the 
Minister of Education of Chile. He is a 
tmember of various learned societies, has 
*done creative research, has devised an 
_ Age and Intelligence Quotient Slide Rule, 
sand in 1936 was elected president of the 
‘New Jersey Association of Psychologists. 
Competition for the award will be open 
-only to junior and senior students. There 
is no requirement about the field in which 
“the research must be done, nor the form 
it must take. Thus there will be oppor- 
| tunity for a student to do research in 
‘whatever field is of particular interest to 
‘him. 

' The first award will be made at com- 
--mencement, next June. A number of in- 
teresting studies are being carried on now 
in competition for it. 


“THE QUIET IN THE LAND” 


| “They that are quiet in the land.” Psalm 
85: 20. 


As soon as our Canadian mission work 
was begun, almost fifty years ago, dona- 
tions for this work were received from 
interested Christians. They were acknowl- 
edged in the columns of the Lutherische 
Kirchenblatt, predecessor of the Luther- 
_ ischer Herold. Among the contributors one 
party appeared again and again through 
many years. They called themselves, “Die 
Stillen im Lande,” The Quiet in the Land. 
They were a small group of mission- 
minded people, members of St. John’s Lu- 
~theran Church, Reading, Pa., of which the 
Rev. Dr. J. J. Kuendig was then the pas- 
tor. They supported the work with never- 
failing faithfulness. In the diary of our 
' first missionary, the Rev. H. C. Schmieder, 
' grateful reference is made again and again 
to these “Stillen im Lande,” who supplied 
the missionary’s needs, when the general 
treasury failed. 
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THE WORK OF THE LORD 


BY 


W. H. GREEVER, D.D., LL.D. 


DR. F. H. KNUBEL: “It wears well.—wears 
well, in that its chapters increase in in- 
terest to the very end; wears well, in that 
the oftener it 1s searched the richer the 
student will be.’ 


DR. E. B. BURGESS: ‘“‘Of all practical helps, 
given to pastors in recent years for the 
Biblical training of church workers and 
the development of true church life, the 
little classic, THE WORK OF THE LORD, 
easily ranks first.” 


MR. ARTHUR P. BLACK: “‘Personally I feel 
there is not a chapter in it that is not 
worth more than the price of the book to 
me. It fits in beautifully with our whole 
Promotional Plan.” 


DR. C. E. KRUMBHOLZ: 


DR. RALPH LONG: “This book clearly em- 
phasizes the fact that the work of the 
church is in reality the work of the Lord, 
rather than a mere program. 


DR ZENAN CORBE: “Our acid test in pass- 


ing judgment is ‘How did it work?’ Re- 
sults reported by our missionaries who 
have used the book give it an Al rating.” 


E “This book has 
touched my conscience, has been of spe- 
cial devotional help, and I have adopted 
it as a companion.” 


DR. H. D. SHIMER: “‘Its pages breathe into 
the soul of the Christian reader the Spirit 
of the Living God.” 


AN INTERESTED LAYMAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS AD 
PAGES 142. CLOTH BINDING, PRICE, POSTPAID, $1.25. 


Order from The United Lutheran Publication House 


Such a record is one of the finest herit- 
ages a congregation can have, and it is an 
incentive to greater deeds. We have abun- 
dant evidence that St. John’s today, under 
its present pastor, the Rev. Robert Isch- 
inger, is proving itself worthy of this herit- 
age. For years this congregation has con- 
tributed heavily toward the support of 
Missionary Weidenhammer. Then lately 
their Sunday school under the leadership 
of Mrs. Barron undertook to supply the 
mission at Big River, Saskatchewan, with 
a church building. The goal set was $300, 
and this was exceeded by $65. Thus St. 
John’s Church, Reading, is exercising its 
sponsorship of St. John’s, Big River. We 
see that the spirit of the early nineties is 
still alive and active in this congregation, 
which always pays its apportionment. 

Since at the General German Confer- 
ence at Edmonton last summer the pro- 
posal was made that the congregations in 
the East assume sponsorship for the mis- 
sions in the Canadian West, quite a num- 
ber of congregations have taken favorable 
action. President W. F. Herrmann of the 
Philadelphia German Conference has in- 
terested most of the pastors of the confer- 
ence in this project, and a number of con- 
gregations have been given the warm hand 
of fellowship in the shape of encouraging 
letters and material aid. We hope that in 
the course of time all these struggling mis- 
sions will get such backing for the benefit 
of those who receive and those who give. 

Ernst A. TAPPERT, 
39 East 35th Street, New York. 


THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
SERVICE 


WuHo Is ABLE properly to evaluate the 
services of a faithful layman? Mr. Albert 
E. Wilson has served Bethel Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., during her en- 
tire history. He has held many responsible 
offices and has filled them all with a fine 
fidelity. He has taught or held office in 
the church school for thirty-five years, and 
has given unstintedly and unselfishly of 
his energies and talents, substance and 
time. The beautiful thing about his serv- 
ice is that it has been rendered so quietly 
and unobtrusively. On Monday night, 


> PHUNE-SPIRS-SCUDIO8, 
Yer] STAINED-GASS-CRARISON 


FOR OVER 50 YEARS 


BRONZE TABLETS 
INQUIRIES -INVITED-NO- OBLIGATION 


“Mellow Fruits of 
Experience” 


By Dr. L. M. Zimmerman 
Revised Edition 


(First Edition—14 Printings in 13 Months) 


18 NEW CHAPTERS WITH CHANGES AND 
ADDITIONS THROUGHOUT 


PRESS NOTICES 


THE LUTHERAN—“Christian solution of 
common problems of everyday life and guid- 
ance for youth.” 

CHRISTIAN OBSERVER — “Each chapter 
is brief, interesting and helpful.” 

LUTHERAN WITNESS — “Author writes 
with joy and his spirit is contagious.” 

WATCHMAN EXAMINER—“Ought not to 
be a home without this book. We unhesi- 
tatingly commend it.” 

LUTHERAN STANDARD—“Furnishes good 
material for speakers.” 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN —“‘It is filled 
with guidance and inspiration.” 

METHODIST RECORDER — “Makes the 
heart stronger and more joyous. Every page 
a good story to tell.” 

AUGSBURG TEACHER—“Interprets life 
in an intimate and unusual way.” 

CHURCH MANAGEMENT —“It is a 
friendly little book which will restore con- 
fidence in the Christian philosophies.” 

PULPIT DIGEST—‘‘An enormously fruit- 
ful store of information, writlen ably, with 
a great charm and candor." 

MOODY MONTHLY — “Very timely and 
practicable lessons of spiritual value and 
benefit.” 

BALTIMORE SUN—“Gives comfort to all 
persons of all creeds.” 

WASHINGTON STAR—“They have a read- 
able quality to make them popular.” 

BOSTON TRANSCRIPT—"This gift book 
is full of material of interest to all those 
looking for a brief treatment of timely hu- 
man themes.” 


64 Pages—Bound in Blue Cloth 


Why not send one dollar and get three of 
these choice gift books, one for yourself and 
two for your friends? 


POSTPAID, 35 CENTS —3 COPIES, $1.00 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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BELIEVE 1M CHRIST:*.. MH 

WALK WITH: GOD 
: RECEIVE HEAVEN © <1) 

AS: YOUR: INHERITANCE |] A 


By PAUL Y. LIVINGSTON, 


S.T.M., A.M., Pastor 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Ozone Park, N.Y.C. 


SAY THOU ART 
MINE 


LENTEN AND EASTER MEDITATIONS 
This is the attractive theme of this new book in 
Dr. Livingston's Evangelical Sermon Series. 


“A unique idea is embodied.’’—Christian Herald. 

“Much favorable comment.’’—York Gazette. 

“In Dr. Livings‘on’s own inimitable style.’’— 
Metropolitan Church Life, N. Y. C. 

“He has a message. You will be thrilled by his 
sermons. They are filled with the Divine Spirit.’’ 
—The Exposttor & Homiletic Review. 

Introduction by Prof. D. J. Klinedinst. 

CLOTH. $1.25. 


F. H. REVELL Co. 
158 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
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January 31, Bethel was pleased to honor 
this faithful servant of the Lord. One 
hundred fifty people gathered about the 
banquet table and were as one in the ex- 
pression of their appreciation of one who 
has served so well. It was a happy oc- 
casion, and each one lent himself to making 
it memorable. Inasmuch as Mr. Wilson’s 
activity has been in the church school, 
those attending the celebration were the 
workers in that very important branch of 
Bethel’s work. Gifts were showered upon 
Mr. Wilson all through the program. Many 
brought greetings and felicitations. The 
Rev. Christian M. Hansen of Camden, 
N. J., and the Rev. Roy L. Yund of West- 
ville, N. J., made short and impressive 
addresses. 


LENTEN THEMES 


Columbia. S. C. At Ebenezer Church, 
Dr. P. D. Brown will preach Sunday morn- 
ings during Lent on “The Eternal Law”; 
Sunday evenings, “The Fundamentals of 
Church Membership”; and Wednesday eve- 
nings, “Our Lord and Saviour,” sermons 
based on famous paintings. The Holy Week 
theme will be, “The Places of His Pas- 
sion”; and Easter, “The Stone Rolled 
Away.” 


Forreston, Ill. At the mid-week services 
during Lent the theme will be “The Places 
of the Passion of Our Lord,” and two 
guest preachers will be among the speak- 
ers, Dr. Lloyd W. Walter of Dixon, March 
23, his subject, “Jesus On Trial Before the 
High Priest”; and Dr. E. P. Scharf of 
Freeport, who will preach on “Jesus On 
the Cross,” April 13. On Easter morning 
a Sunrise Service will be held at six 
o’clock. The pastor of the congregation is 
the Rev. T. S. Bolton. 


New York, N. Y. Guest preachers at 
the Wednesday evening services during 
Lent at Christ Church, Dr. Harry Offer- 
mann pastor, will be Dr. Ellis B. Burgess, 
president of the United Synod of New 
York; Dr. Ernst A. Tappert, secretary of 
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the Board of American Missions; Dr. 
Samuel G. Trexler of New York City; Dr. 
Herman Brezing, director of the Wartburg 
Orphans’ Farm School; Dr. William Freas, 
director of the Queens Inner Mission Cen- 
ter; and the Rev. John Schiller, supply 
pastor of the congregation. 


Philadelphia, Pa. At the Church of the 
Ascension, Mt. Airy, the pastor, the Rev. 
Albert W. Shumaker, will preach on “The 
Call of Lent” on Ash Wednesday, and the 
following visiting clergymen will preach 
succeeding Wednesday evenings: Dr. Paul 
M. Kinports, executive secretary of the 
Luther League of America; Dr. Nathan 
R. Melhorn, D.D., editor of THe LuTHERAN; 
Dr. Charles P. Wiles, editor of the Parish 
and Church School Board; the Rev. Paul 
C. Empie, superintendent of the Orphans’ 
Home, Germantown; and the Rev. Fred- 
erick A. Smith, prison worker of the Lu- 
theran Inner Mission Bureau. 

Sunday mornings “The Triumph of the 
Cross” will be the general theme of the 
pastor’s messages. He will speak partic- 
ularly on some of the blessings that have 
come to humanity because of the sac- 
rificial death of Christ on the Cross. 


Telford, Pa. At St. Paul’s Church, the 
pastor, the Rev. Charles F. Brobst, has 
chosen the following themes for sermons 
during Lent: Sunday services, themes 
based on “Jesus Is Our Victor Over Satan” 
and “Jesus Is Our Redeemer from Sin”; 
weekday services, “What Shall I Do With 
Jesus?” 


PARISH EDUCATION 
CONFERENCES 


THE SIXTY-FIRST ANNUAL Church School 
Convention of the Allentown Conference 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania was 
held in Christ Church, Dr. G. Harold 
Kinard pastor, February 22. The medita- 
tion at the afternoon session was given by 


the Rev. William C. Berkemeyer of Beth- © 


lehem. 

The main address on “A Guide and 
Standards in Parish Education” was de- 
livered by Dr. Amos John Traver, pastor 
of the Lutheran Church at Frederick, Md., 
editor of the Young People’s page in THE 
LuTHERAN, and a member of the Parish 
and Church School Board of the United 
Lutheran Church. 

Departmental conferences followed on 
the general subject, “How to Use the 
Bible,” under the following leaders: Nurs- 
ery Group, Miss Miriam M. Heckman; Be- 
ginners, Mrs. Harry A. Strauss; Primary, 
Miss Mary D. Rausch; Junior, Mrs. A. B. 
Sellers; Intermediate, Dr. Amos John 
Traver; Senior, Prof. C. A. Shook, Ph.D., 
Bethlehem; Young People, Prof. Robert 
R. Fritsch, D.D., Muhlenberg College; Su- 
perintendents and Officers, Prof. Paul V. 
Kunkel, Ph.D., Cedar Crest College; Pas- 
tors, the Rev. Russel W. Stine, Muhlen- 
berg College. 

Dinner was served in Christ Church 
House. At the closing session in the eve- 
ning Dr. Kinard read the service, and the 
main address was delivered by George 
Aus, D.D., pastor of Trinity Church, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and president of the American 
Lutheran Conference Youth Work in the 
New York Area. 
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Jersey City, N. J. Over three hundred 
thurch school workers from 75 of the 225 
songregations of the New York and Long 

sland Conferences of the United Synod 
of New York gathered in St. John’s 
Yhurch, the Rev. T. J. Erdmann pastor, 
on Washington’s Birthday for the thirty- 
fourth annual convention of the “Tri-Con- 
‘erence Association.” “The Five-year 
2lan” was presented by Secretary S. White 
Rhyne of the Parish and Church School 
ae Conferences in departmental work 
“were conducted by Mrs. F. W. Schaefer 
of New Britain, Conn., Miss Mabel E. 
‘Locker of Philadelphia, and Dr. O. Fred 
“Nolde of the Philadelphia Seminary. The 
polowing officers were elected: President, 
“Warry T. Appelheimer of Jersey City, for 
‘his eighth term; vice-president, C. H. 
‘Lammers of Woodhaven, L. L; secretaries, 
Web Mary McDonald of New York, Ann 


Weber of Freeport, L. I., and Ernest Knob- 
Ydauch of Elizabeth, N. J.; treasurer, the 
WRev. Stephen H. Hirzel of Brooklyn. 


PRE-LENTEN RETREATS 


_ Tue mempers of the Pottsville Conference 
‘of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania were 
‘the guests of the members of the Lebanon 
"Conference of the East Pennsylvania Synod 
vat their pre-Lenten Retreat held in St. 
(\Matthew’s Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., 
the Rev. John W. Wolfe pastor. An excel- 
lent program had been arranged. 
The meditations were presented by Dr. 
{Stanley Billheimer of Palmyra, Pa., and 
‘ithe Rev. William E. Swoope, president of 
ithe Lebanon Conference. Addresses were 
odelivered on the topic, “The Cross in the 
‘Old Testament,’ by the Rev. Paul I. 
Morentz, missionary to the Jews; “The 
‘Cross in Church History,” by Dr. Robert 
‘Fortenbaugh of Gettysburg College; and 
“The Cross in the New Testament,” by Dr. 
‘Robert R. Fritsch of Muhlenberg College. 
Luncheon was served in St. John’s Church. 


Elizabeth, N. J. Holy Trinity Church, 
"the Rev. W. Frey pastor, was chosen by 
7 
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the New Jersey Conference of the United 
“Synod of New York as the place for its 
Pre-Lenten Retreat on February 25. A 
confessional and Communion service was 
conducted by the officers. During a sea- 
son of meditation and discussion the fol- 
lowing subjects were presented: “Lent for 
Evangelism,” by the Rev. A. P. Stauder- 
mann, and “Developing the Inner Life 
Through Private Devotions,” by the Rev. 
E. A. Steimle. The Rev. Walter Cowen 
directed the prayer moments. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Great Kills, S. I., N. Y. An increase of 
thirteen per cent in the attendance aver- 
age at the chief worship service and im- 

provements in the church property were 
_ the features of the report of the Rev. 
Frank H. Nickel at the annual congrega- 
tional meeting of Christ Church. There 
was also an increase in the number of 
members partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 
The improvements to church property 
noted were the installation of a new heat- 
ing plant, re-roofing of the church, and 
the construction of brick entrance steps. 


THE LUTHERAN 


REFERENCE — 


Also noted was the purchase of new 
hymnals for church and Sunday school. 

The congregation approved the appoint- 
ment of Pastor Nickel as part-time Lu- 
theran chaplain at Seaview Hospital, 
Staten Island. Seaview Hospital is the 
tubercular hospital of New York City, and 
with 1,800 patients it ranks as the largest 
tubercular hospital in the world. The work 
at Seaview is supported by the Staten 
Island Lutheran Welfare Society. 


The only legal reserve 


Life Insurance Company 


Exclusively for Lutherans 


A Mutual Company 


providing insurance at actual cost 


Lutheran Mutual 


Life Insurance Company 


Waverly, lowa 


FORMERLY LUTHERAN MUTUAL AID SOCIETY 


Still for Lutherans Only 


UST. 


OXFORD 


THE THINNEST REFERENCE BIBLE MADE 
Printed with a new and easily read type especially cut for 
this Bible, on Oxford fine white Bible paper and the new 


OXFORD EEE 


CONCORDANCE — 
20 STYLES FROM $2.75 UP 


Have you seen the new Self-Pronouncing 
ment? Made in 18 styles, vest pocket size, from 
With and without Psalms. Also a Red Letter edition. The only 
Testament with a Harmony of the life of Christ. Send for 
booklet How to Choose a Gift Bible. 

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS—OR FROM THE PUBLISHERS 
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PUBLISHED 


owner IBAIBILIE 


S. S. TEACHERS’ EDITIONS 


Onyx Type Testa- 
$1.20 up. 


Springfield, Ohio. February 20, Bethel 
Church held a memorial service in honor 
of the founders of Bethel in 1844. The 
service was conducted by the pastor, the 
Rev. Rollo Boehringer, Dr. J. H. Culler 
and Mr. Myrton Packer, student in Hamma 
Divinity School. At the close of the serv- 
ice a painting of “Christ in Gethsemane” 
was unveiled, and was dedicated to the 
memory of the founders of the church by 
Pastor Boehringer. 
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1 For Confirmation or Easter 

THE COMMON SERVICE BOOK 
a 

= 

LARGE WORD EDITION INDIA PAPER SMALL WORD EDITION 


= 
a 
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Size, 444 x 634 inches. 


No. 520 Intergrain Black Cloth, speckled Pee 

12 

ee: Pew Edition. Brown Keratol, eee 
edges 

No. $23 Black Leather, limp, round corners, red 

under gold edges, back title and IHS side 

monogram in gold, silk headbands oun 

2 


back. title and side 


red under gold edges, 
cross in gold, silk headbands and marker. 


$3.00 

No. 524 Persian Morocco, limp, round corners, 
gold roll, back title in gold, silk headbands 
ANA ‘MAKE sss. sscsescsussecgecevessaccmerasreemeteer te etee $3.75 
No. 525 Persian Morocco, divinity circuit, 
leather lined. red under gold edges, silk head- 
bands And, Maker. .cissccssscustecerertecvedsvcnaesvers $6.00 
No. 526 RED Turkey Morocco, limp, leather 
lined, round corners. gold roll. red under gold 


edges, silk headbands and marker ......... $7.00 
FOR CHURCHES IN CANADA 
No. 551 Black Keratol, speckled edges ....... $1.50 


No. 552 Biack Keratol, limp, round corners, gilt 
edges, back title and side ornament in gold, 
headbands and marker $2.50 

No. 553 Morocco, limp, gilt edges, back and side 
cross in gold, silk headbands and marker .. $3.25 


SMALL WORD EDITION 
x 514 x 11-16 inches. 


No. 571 Persian Morocco, semi-flexible, 
round corners, red under go!d edges, 
silk sewed, back and side titles and 
side I H S monogram in gold, silk 
headbands and marker $3.75 

No. 572 Smooth Black Calf, semi-fiex- 
ible, round corners, silk sewed, back 
title in gold, red under gold edges, silk 
headbands and marker $5.00 

No. 573 Turkey Morocco, flexible, leather 
lined, silk sewed, back title in gold, 
red under gold edges, silk headbands 
and marker $5.50 

No. 574 Turkey Morocco, divinity circuit, 
leather lined, silk sewed, red under 
gold edges, silk headbands and marker. 

$6.50 

No. 575 White Kid, moire silk lining, 
gold roll, silk sewed, gold edges, neatly 
boxed $12.00 


MUSIC EDITIONS 


AUTHORIZED EDITION 


Size, 33% 


Size, 35g x 54% inches. 


No. 510 The Standard Edition. Black Intergrain 
Cloth, speckled CAgEe|™S .....c.cecsoescsscesseeroescesses $1.00 


No. 511 Engadine Levant, limp, round corners, 
red under gold edges, back title and side 
I H S monogram and cross in gold, silk head- 
bands and marker 


No. 512 Pebbled Calf, limp, round corners, red 
under gold edges, back title and side IH S 
monogram and cross in gold, silk headbands 
and marker $2.75 


No. 513 Full Morocco, limp, round corners, gold 
roll, red under gold edges, back tit’e and side 
cross in gold, silk headbands and marker..$3.50 


No. 514 Full Morocco, two volumes with slip- 
cover, limp, round corners, red under gold 
edges, back title and side cross in gold, "sito 

5 
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headbands and marker 


FOR CHURCHES IN CANADA 
No. 541 Black Keratol, speckled edges .... $1.20 


No. 542 Black Keratol, red under gold edges, 
back title in gold $1.50 


No. 544 Morocco, limp, round corners, red 
under gold edges, back title and side cross in 
gold, silk headbands and marker $3.25 
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One to Three Stanzas of Hymn Printed Between the Staves of the Music. 
PRINTED ON BIBLE PAPER. Size, 536 x 8 inches. 


No. 591 Blue Grained Fabrikoid, plain edges, blue head- 
bands, gilt back title, and side title in gilt ornamented 


box rule 


No. 592 Morocco Grained (Keratol) Binding, limp, round 
corners, back title and side cross in gold, red under 


gold edges, silk headbands and marker 


No. 593 French Morocco, limp, round corners, back title 
and side cross in gold, red under gold edges, silk 
headbands’ and) Marker ii crtsvscsessccsrsccssosesvoseaceness 


No. 594 Persian Morocco, semi-flexible, round corners, 
back title and side cross in gold, red under 
gold edges, silk headbands and marker ........... eeee $6.00 


gold roll, 


- $5.00 


$2.00 


$4.00 


REVISED EDITION 


No. 595 RED Turkey Morocco, semi-flexible, round cor- 
ners, gold roll, back title in gold, red under gold 
edges, silk headbands and marker 


$10.00 


PRINTED ON BOOK PAPER 


No. 590 MISSION EDITION. Durably bound in dark 
green cloth, plain edges, gilt back and side titles. A 
popular inexpensive binding, printed on book paper 
from the same plates as the Bible Paper bindings..$1.25 


With the Words of the Hymns Separate from the Music. 


: PRINTED ON BIBLE PAPER. Size, 6 x 83g inches. 
No. 500 Cardinal Grained Fabrikoid, plain edges, headbands, back title in gilt, and side title in gilt ornamented box .......... asad sbee seonteo sex cata we $2.00 
No. 593 Persian Morocco, semi-flexible, round corners, gold roll, pe title and side cross in gold, red under gold edges, silk mere 


and marker 
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Orders for lettered books at Confirmation or other special seasons should be placed at least two weeks prior to wanted date to 


insure delivery on time. 


LUTHER EMBLEM JEWELRY 


THE OFFICIAL EMBLEM OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


Button, Large and Midget Sizes, with Luther’s 
Coat-of-Arms in enamel on background of 
Gilt, 25 cents; Rolled Gold, 50 cents; 

Solid Gold, $1.00. 


Clasp Pin, Large and Midget Sizes with Luther’s 
Coat-of-Arms in enamel on background of 
Gilt, 25 cents; Rolled Gold, 50 cents; 
Solid Gold, $1.00. 


Watch Charm 


Signet Ring 


Rolled Gold Maltese Cross with emblem in colors. 


Solid MGOldMesrcsseccasenss 


wane: Prererettrttttiretertirirttttrtrest ef ooenr 


Solid Gold with emblem in colors 
Gold Filled Midget Clasp Pin with Luther League 
(LL) Guard and Chain .............06 Wocaanvanectecors $1.50 


$6.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228-1234. SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh 


1617 Sumter Street, Columbia, S. C. 
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